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GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Scope of Contractual Work Needed for Completion of Public Hearing Draft of the Aquaculture Generic Amendment to Allow and Regulate Offshore Marine Aquaculture

Personnel:
Contractual personnel will consist of 2 economists and 2 aquaculture experts.  Council and Southeast Regional Office staff will assist, as time permits.

Task 1:
Before drafting sections described in Task 2, consult with the Gulf of Mexico Generic Aquaculture Amendment Interdisciplinary Plan Team (IPT) and NOAA Fisheries Service aquaculture program staff about potential revisions to the proposed action(s) and range of reasonable alternatives, environmental effects analyses, supporting literature, and document format.

Task 2:
Once Task 1 has been completed, draft text for the following sections:

 

(1)  
Management Alternatives (Section 4.0)

· Based on the information and analysis presented in the Affected Environment (Section 3.0) and Environmental Consequences (Section 6.0) sections, compare the environmental effects of the alternatives, sharply defining the issues and provide a clear basis for choice among options.  Specifically, this section should:

(a) rigorously explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable alternatives, and for alternatives which were eliminated from detailed study, briefly discuss the reasons for their having been eliminated;

(b) devote substantial treatment to each alternative considered in detail including the preferred alternative(s) to enable reviewers to evaluate their comparative merits;

(c) include reasonable alternatives not within the jurisdiction of the lead agency;

(d) Include the alternative of no action; and

(e) identify any appropriate mitigation measures not already incorporated in the alternatives. 

(2)
Environmental Consequences (Section 6.0)

· Provide a detailed analysis of the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of each alternative on the physical, biological, socioeconomic, and administrative environments.  This section should discuss:

(a) the effects of the alternatives in relation to Council goals and objectives described in the Purpose and Need Statement (Section 2.0);

(b) any unavoidable adverse effects associated with the Council’s preferred alternative(s);

(c) any potential mitigation measures not incorporated in the alternatives;

(d) any irreversible and irretrievable commitments to resources associated with the Council’s preferred alternative(s); and

the preferred alternative(s) impact on the relationship between short-term uses of man’s environment and the maintenance and enhancement of long-term productivity.  



(3)
Regulatory Impact Review (Section 7.0)

· Provide a detailed discussion of the economic impacts of the proposed management alternatives.  This section should include a brief summary of the problems and objectives of the amendment, a brief description of the methodology for analysis, a description of the fishery (may be incorporated by reference if contained within another section of the amendment), an estimate of public and private costs of the regulations, and a determination as to whether or not the action(s) are significant.  



(4)
Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (Section 8.0)

· Provide an assessment of the impacts various regulatory alternatives would have on small entities, including small businesses, and ways to potentially minimize those impacts.  In addition, provide a statement as to why action is being considered, a succinct statement of the objectives, and legal basis for, the proposed rule, a description and an estimate of the number of small entities to which the propose rule will apply, a description of the projected reporting, record-keeping, and other compliance requirements of the proposed rule, and a description of any significant alternatives to the proposed rule which accomplish the stated objectives and which minimize any significant economic impact of the proposed rule on small entities. 

Task 3:
Distribute a preliminary Public Hearing Draft to the IPT and NOAA Fisheries Service aquaculture program staff  by approximately mid-October for review and comment, meet with the IPT and aquaculture program staff, if necessary, to discuss review comments, and address IPT and aquaculture program staff comments in the final Public Hearing Draft.

Notes:
Task (2) will require review of literature on environmental effects of aquaculture facilities.


Draft text completed for Task 2 should follow a similar format as recently completed Gulf Council amendments, such as the Final Recreational Grouper Regulatory Amendment.  

Timeline:
Complete all sections by October 15 December 29 for compilation, inclusion, and review of the public hearing draft which will be presented at the November, 2006 January, 2007 Gulf Council meeting.
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