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MEMORANDUM FOR: 
Robin Riechers


Chairman, Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council

FROM:


Roy E. Crabtree, Ph.D.

Regional Administrator

SUBJECT:
November 2006 Regional Administrator’s Report 

Permits Status

As of October 26, 2006:

•    2,276 active Gulf shrimp permits

•    1,562 active for-hire coastal pelagic moratorium permits

•    1,506 active for-hire reef fish moratorium permits

•    1,082 active commercial reef fish moratorium permits

Amendment Status

Reef Fish Amendment 18A - Would resolve several issues related to monitoring and enforcement of existing regulations, update the framework procedure for setting total allowable catch, and reduce bycatch mortality of incidentally caught endangered sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish.  The amendment was approved on July 24, 2006.  The final rule published August 9, 2006 (71 FR 45428), with an effective date for most actions September 8, 2006.  The vessel monitoring system (VMS) requirement has an effective date of December 7, 2006.  A reimbursement program is available for vessel owners and/or operators who have purchased a VMS unit for the purpose of complying with fishery regulations for the commercial Gulf of Mexico reef fish fishery (71 FR 63753).

Shrimp Amendment 13 - Would establish a separate vessel permit for the royal red shrimp fishery, status determination criteria for penaeid shrimp, standardized bycatch reporting methodology, a permit moratorium, and a requirement for completion of a Gulf shrimp vessel and gear characterization form.  The amendment was approved on February 21, 2006.  The final rule published September 26, 2006 (71 FR 56039), and will become effective October 26, 2006.  Moratorium permits will be required in the Gulf shrimp fishery beginning March 26, 2007, and fishermen may apply for a moratorium permit until October 26, 2007.

Recreational Grouper Regulatory Amendment - Reduces the red grouper bag limit from two to one fish per person per day, prohibits the recreational harvest of red grouper, black grouper, and gag from February 15 to March 15 each year, and prohibits captain and crew from retaining bag limits of grouper while conducting a for-hire trip.  The final rule was published on June 15, 2006 (71 FR 34534), implementing the bag limit (replacing an interim rule bag limit that expired July 22, 2006) and captain and crew provisions.  NOAA Fisheries Service deferred implementation of the recreational seasonal closure until the gag stock assessment was completed in June 2006.  The stock assessment concluded gag is undergoing overfishing, but the stock status relative to the minimum stock size threshold is unknown.  The final rule to implement a recreational seasonal closure is under development in the Southeast Regional Office and is expected to publish in November 2006.

Reef Fish Amendment 26 - Would establish an individual fishing quota (IFQ) program for the Gulf of Mexico commercial red snapper fishery.  The IFQ is intended to reduce overcapacity in the commercial red snapper fishery and to eliminate, to the extent possible, the problems associated with derby fishing, in order to assist the Council in achieving optimum yield from the fishery.   Amendment 26 was approved on October 26, 2006, and the final rule is expected to publish in early November 2006.


Joint Shrimp Amendment 14/Reef Fish Amendment 27 - This amendment will evaluate alternatives to set Gulf of Mexico red snapper TAC and reduce bycatch in the Gulf of Mexico directed and shrimp trawl fisheries.  While this amendment is still under development by the Council, an interim rule is being developed by NOAA Fisheries Service to set TAC, recreational fishing regulations, and measures to decrease bycatch for 2007.  Proposed interim rule measures include reducing TAC to 6.5 million pounds, reducing the red snapper recreational bag limit to two fish, maintaining the April 21 to October 31 recreational season and 16-inch minimum size limit, setting the for-hire captain and crew red snapper bag limit to zero, setting a 13-inch minimum size limit for the commercial fishery to reduce bycatch, and establishing a target reduction of shrimp trawl bycatch mortality on red snapper 50 percent less than the benchmark years of 2001-2003.   A draft environmental impact statement evaluating alternatives for the amendment was filed with the Environmental Protection Agency and published on October 13, 2006 (71 FR 60509).  The comment period ends November 27, 2006.  The proposed interim rule is expected to publish in mid- to late-November 2006.
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