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Fish and Wildlife Service Director’s Report

Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Council Meeting

Galveston, Texas–November 7-10, 2006
· Dr. Benjamin Tuggle has been named as the new Regional Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Southwest Region in September.  The Southwest Region is headquartered in Albuquerque and encompasses Arizona, New Mexico and Oklahoma in addition to Texas.  Dr. Tuggle had been serving as the Acting Regional Director there since January, and he previously served in a number of leadership positions in the agency over the past 25 years.

· In another personnel matter, Marshall Jones, a long-standing Deputy Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service will be retiring at the end of December.  Marshall served two extended terms as acting Director over the years during his tenure as Deputy Director.

· A total of 12,060 Kemp’s ridley sea turtle nests were documented on the Mexican beaches this year.  This was another record-setting year.  During 2005 there were 10,099 nests counted.  The year 2000 was also a record year at 6,436, so there has been an almost 100% increase in the number of counted nests in six years.

· A Recent USGC analysis shows that 217 square miles of Louisiana coastal wetlands were converted to open water following Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  It is still uncertain how much of his is a permanent conversion.  These losses represent about 42% of what was predicted, before the storms, to occur between 2000 and 2050.

· The FWS National Wetlands Inventory is planning in FY 2007 to update the National Wetland Inventory data for thirty-seven 15’ quadrangles along the Mississippi coast, pending funding available in the new fiscal year budget.  An additional $15,000 would allow an expansion of the update to some of the area east and north of New Orleans.

· Sabine National Wildlife Refuge remains closed to public use a year after being severely impacted by Hurricane Rita.  The storm surge deposited about 7-million cubic meters of debris, much of it considered hazardous, on almost one-fourth of the refuge. The debris includes everything from teddy bears to tanks the size of 18-wheelers and 1,400 containers potentially containing up to 350,000 gallons of hazardous liquids.  Although the Corps of Engineers and EPA were able to clean such debris from private property in Cameron Parish, the Stafford Act prevented them from working on federal property.  In June this year the FWS received about $132 million in emergency supplemental funds for hurricane-related clean-up and repair throughout the Southeast. A total of $12 million is being used for clean-up at Sabine.  The major clean-up effort should be finished this December. In addition, roads, restrooms and other facilities still need to be re-constructed, as essentially all refuge facilities were considered to be beyond repair.  Basic reconstruction could take an additional six months or longer. The FWS hopes to have portions of the refuge open again to the public by next summer.

Mr. Chairman, that concludes my report.

