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Summary of Council Chairs/Executive Directors Meeting

January 10-11, 2007
Silver Springs, MD
Dr. Hogarth welcomed the members and pointed out the principle charge made to the Councils by Congress through recent passage of the Act reauthorizing the MSFCMA was for the Councils and NMFS to end overfishing for every stock. The final rules implementing actions to end overfishing must be implemented by the end of 2009. In order to arrest overfishing of stocks the Council must develop Annual Catch Limits (ACL) for each fishery that may not exceed the catch level recommended by the Councils peer review process. (Page 7)

Dr. Hogarth congratulated the Councils for preparing Limited Access Privilege Programs (LAPPs). He indicated the Councils should also begin examining what steps were necessary to move to an ecosystem-based management. He pointed out that the Councils and NMFS had two years to improve recreational data collection processes. The Councils and NMFS, along with CEQ, are charged with reconciling the provisions of NEPA with the provisions of MSFCMA. He pointed out the reauthorization act created many operation costs that had no funding authorized for their implementation. He indicated that his staff was developing an implementation plan for the reauthorization provisions. (See attached draft list of tasks) 
Many of these provisions require action by the Commerce Secretary in consultation with the Councils. The Councils will review many of the draft actions at the May 7-11, 2007 Council Chair Meeting. Dr. Hogarth added that the Administration's aquaculture bill would be reintroduced at the next session of Congress. 
.

Annual Catch Limits (Page 7)

Each Council should provide NMFS with information on how they will compute ACLs. NMFS will develop guidelines for this section of the reauthorization act. ACLs must have a high probability of preventing overfishing (greater than 50%). ACLs could be established as:


(1)
A Hard TAC or


(2)
Foy

The SSCs should define the biases affecting the ACL estimates and specify the cushion to assure that the ACL prevents overfishing of that stock. Some of the recreational catch databases might be difficult to use with a high probability the catch rates for some stocks are accurate. The Councils and NMFS should specify the increased costs of data collection necessary to provide more reasonable probabilities. The first order of business is to create systems where overfishing does not occur. 
​Budget
The federal government is now operating on a Continuing Resolution (CR) ending in February. Under rules for CRs, the lower Congressional mark for budget items becomes the maximum allowable level of allocation for the period of CR. In the case of NMFS and the Council’s budgets, this is the House mark. No one is quite sure what the budgetary action will be upon the termination of the CR in February. It could be a continuation of the CR for an expanded period, or use of the FY 2006 base for operations. (Note: this would result in an even lower base for the 8 Councils, i.e. $14.8 million instead of $16.7 million.)

Environmental Review Process (Page 20)
This portion of the reauthorization act provides for the Councils, NMFS, and CEQ to cooperatively specify language for the MSFCMA that will address the NEPA issues without creating a separate EIS/EA. A subcommittee consisting of the Executive Directors (EDs) for NPFMC, SAFMC, and MAFMC, along with CEQ and NMFS, will draft additional MSFCMA language for that purpose. Each of the Councils and members of the public will have opportunities to comment on the draft and the Council Chairs will approve the final draft at the May meeting of the CC/EDs. 
Note: Most federal agencies have their own NEPA procedures, approved by CEQ. 
Recreational Fisheries Information (Page 37) This section provides for a regional registry program for each of the eight Council areas. The Secretary shall exempt anglers and vessels registered by the states from the registry. This section also provides for improvement of the MRFSS, and this section requires that the revisions to recreational data collection be completed and submitted to Congress within two years. Unfortunately, the fees under the registry system required beginning in 2009 and subsequent years will revert to the U.S. Treasury, rather than to NMFS. The intent of Congress was that separate programs be developed for each Council management area by NMFS and the appropriate Council.

International Issues
The MSFCMA provisions had a great number of changes to international management. These will be available on a PowerPoint which will be distributed to Councils at a later time.

Limited Access Privilege Programs (LAPPs)

NMFS has been drafting guidelines for implementation of the LAPPs. A large part of the CC/EDs agenda was devoted to questions related to the contents of these guidelines. There was some discussion of whether quota shares under the Regional Fishery Associations (page 14) could be purchased by recreational fishers and accumulated as part of a recreational quota. This issue was raised because section (4) (A) (iv) lists participants to include recreational fishing. 
SOPPs

Each Council was requested to submit their current SOPPs so that NMFS could subsequently advise the Councils of material that should be included. 

Stipends for SSC and AP Members (Page 6)

This section on the SSC includes permissive language that the Secretary shall, subject to the availability of appropriations, pay a stipend to the members of SSCs or APs who are not employed by either the Federal government or any state marine fishery agency. No appropriations for this purpose were provided by the Act. Therefore, it was concluded that such stipends would be paid for by Councils when they were notified by the Secretary that funding had been appropriated for this purpose.

May 2007 Council Chairs/Executive Directors Meeting
Most of the agenda topics for this meeting are anticipated to consist of draft work products related to implementation of the provisions of the reauthorization act 

for review and approval by the Chairs.
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