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ACTIVITY REPORT FOR

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES
Activities October-November, 2006

· The Office of Marine Patrol, Marine Law Enforcement activities for October and November consisted of 1,792 boat patrol hours which resulted in 180 total citations. The most prevalent violation was for lack of recreational salt water fishing licenses and resulted in the issuing of 78 citations.
· The Office of Marine Fisheries primary focus has been the  GSMFC/NMFS Fishery Disaster Recovery and Monitoring Program:

· The Shellfish Bureau started an oyster relay program employing licensed MS commercial oyster fishermen. This program involves moving oysters from areas of the coast that were less impacted by Hurricane Katrina to devastated oyster reefs in the western MS Sound. 

· The Finfish Bureau has hired a contractor to build and deploy reef pyramids to restore offshore artificial reefs damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Deployments will start in 2007.
· Plans are being made for a seven day derelict crab trap clean up which will start on February 11, 2007. Crab fishermen who qualify for the GSMFC/NMFS Fishery Disaster Recovery and Monitoring Program will be paid for each derelict crab trap brought into our disposal site. Additionally, all participants will be given a voucher for fifty new crab traps which will be equipped with escape rings and terrapin excluder devises.

· Shrimp, crab, charter boat, hook and line and net fishermen are provided with scanable Fisheries Recovery Report forms to record catch, effort and by-catch information. Each fishery has its own specific pay rate and size of the vessel being used is a factor for some of the programs.  Participants can only be paid once within a 24 hour period and can only participate in one program within a 24 hour period. Validation of reported vessel trips for shrimp, crab, charter boat, hook and line and net programs are being achieved by onboard vessel observer trips and logs of vessels actively fishing or docked.

· As of November 30th, one-hundred-twenty-three (123) shrimp fishermen, 26 crab fishermen, 77 oyster fishermen, 37 charter fishermen, 36 hook and line fishermen and 8 net fishermen have participated in the program.  All monitoring programs will end when allotted compensation funds are exhausted.

	
	Shrimp
	Crab
	Oyster
	Charter
	Hook/line
	Net

	Date Started
	 11/1/06
	11/1/06
	11/13/06
	10/1/06
	11/1/06
	11/1/06

	Number Participants invoiced
	123
	26
	77
	37
	36
	8


