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Summary of Federal and State Charter Vessel Trip Ticket/Logbook Reporting 
Requirements in the United States 

 
New England Fishery management Council 
 
New England has general reporting requirements for commercial and recreational for-hire 
vessels as a condition of obtaining a permit.  Logbooks identify vessels as 1) commercial, 
2) charter, or 3) partyboat vessels.  Trip reports must be submitted on a monthly basis.  
Data collected includes area fished (statistical grid, but some operators provide lat-long 
or LORAN coordinates), number of anglers, catch by species (numbers of fish for 
recreational, pounds for commercial), and discards (not kept).  In the recreational 
component of their Multi-species FMP, the NEFMC is going to consider alternatives to 
paper logbook reporting (e.g., reporting via computer). 
 
 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
 
The Mid-Atlantic region has had a reporting requirement for the charter/headboat 
fisheries since the early 1990s.  The data are used only as general descriptive/background 
info during the quota setting process.  While it is mandatory that these boats report, there 
have been times when as little as 30% of the permitted vessels actually do report.  These 
data are not used for season, bag limit, or size regulations.  MRFSS data are used for 
management measures. 
 
 
South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
 
There is no federal trip ticket system for the for-hire sector in the South Atlantic.  
However, South Carolina has a state reporting system for the for-hire sector’ 
 
 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
 
Neither federal nor state management in this region has trip ticket reporting requirements 
for charter or private recreational vessels. 
 
North Pacific Fishery Management Council 
 
There is no federal trip ticket system for the for-hire sector in the North Pacific.  
However, a federal charter boat permit and moratorium is currently under consideration, 
with qualification for a moratorium permit to be based on a minimum amount of 
bottomfishing trips as reported in the Alaska DF&G Saltwater Sport Fishing Charter 
Vessel Logbook (SCVL).  
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Alaska 
 
Saltwater charter fishing services are required to report catch and effort information on 
weekly State Saltwater Logbooks (see attached) under State of Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game authority. Information on clients is collected through State mail back 
surveys and port agent interviews.  
 
Guide operators have historically operated under a State business license. Attached is a 
copy of the DRAFT recordkeeping and reporting section for the proposed halibut charter 
moratorium that could change the current structure. 
 
 
Western Pacific Fishery Management Council 
 
There are currently no federal reporting requirements for our WPFMC's recreational (i.e. 
no sales) fisheries. However the Council recently recommended that recreational 
fishermen targeting bottomfish around Hawaii submit federal trip reports (logbooks).  
Details on what they would report would be left up to the Science Center. 
 
 
Hawaii 
 
In Hawaii, charter vessels are considered commercial fishing vessels, and the state 
requires that the captain and crew each have a permit.  The captain of a charter vessel is 
required to submit monthly reports providing information on: 
 
Vessel name/id 
For each trip: 

- date of trip, or starting and ending dates for multi-day trips 
- number of days fished 
- fishing method 
- effort data appropriate to the gear type (e.g., number of hooks, number of sets, 

soak time, etc.) 
- Total catch by species in both numbers and pounds 
- Fate of catch, i.e., 

o kept and sold 
o kept for personal use 
o used for bait 
o released 
o lost to predators 
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