Tab R, No. 1

TEXAS – Coastal Fisheries State Director’s Report

1. Coastal Fisheries Statewide Hunting and Fishing regulations will be considered for adoption at the Commission’s April meeting.

· Regionalization of spotted seatrout regulations:  
The proposal would regionalize spotted seatrout regulations by reducing bag and possession limits for spotted seatrout in the Lower Laguna Madre.  The proposed amendment would lower the daily bag limit from 10 to 5, and the possession limit would be the same as the daily bag limit. 

· Sheepshead:  The proposal would change the size limit for sheepshead from 12 inches to 15 inches over a three year period.  The original size limit was based on consistency with other similar size limits, but recent publications suggest that 15 inches would provide better protection to age at sexual maturity.  

· Diamondback Terrapin:  The proposal would preclude taking or retaining diamondback terrapin.  

· Tarpon:  The proposal would create a catch and release fishery for tarpon. Under current rules, no person may catch and retain a tarpon of less than 80 inches in length, and there is a bag limit of one tarpon of 80” in length or longer per person per year. 

· Offshore aquaculture waivers:  The proposal would exempt persons holding an offshore aquaculture permit issued under §57.252 from size and bag limits for landings of fish species named in a valid permit.  The action is necessary to allow fish grown in these facilities to be landed in Texas.

· Red snapper:  The proposal would change the size limit for red snapper from 15 to 13 inches for all anglers.  Also, the take and retention of red snapper will be restricted only to those anglers that fish with circle hooks.  

The proposal would require that anglers that land red snapper in Texas for commercial purposes be in complete compliance with federal requirements under the rules requiring federal permit for the harvest of Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish and a federal red snapper Individual Fishing Quota (IFQ) vessel endorsement.  This change is necessary to allow enforcement of these requirements in state as well as federal jurisdictions.
2. Abandoned Crap Trap Removal Program 2007:  

· Texas waters are closed to the use of crab traps from the 3rd Friday in February for 10 consecutive days.  Any crab traps found in Texas waters during that period are considered “litter” under Texas law and may be picked up and removed by anyone.

· The first Saturday of the closed period is the “Pick up Event” where effort is coordinated coast-wide.  This year ACTRP had 211 volunteers who assisted, some with their own vessels operated at personal expense.

· Traps removed during 2007 event = 2,816 which brings to total to date to 22,746 traps removed since 2002 (6 years) 

· Primary source of volunteers are Coastal Conservation Association Texas and US Fish & Wildlife Service, but 19 other entities helped sponsor the program.

· CCA donated $6000.00 to program 
3. Flat-Out-Fishing Update:

· Coastal Fisheries Division sponsors a work shop for potential saltwater fishermen.  The program is primarily aimed at anglers who may be new to the area and who may need assistance in learning how, when, and where of Texas saltwater fishing.  Many novice anglers attend as well.

· The work shop is taught by department personnel, but also professional fishing guides and equipment manufacturers make presentations as well.

· There were 2 events this year with near 300 people in attendance.  

4. Turtles:

Coastal Fisheries staff recovered approximately 95 cold stunned green sea turtles from the Lower Laguna Madre in late January and transported them in fish hauling units to Corpus Christi to the division’s CCA-CPL Marine Development Center and the Texas State Aquarium for rehabilitation.  After a month of intensive care and feeding, the sea turtles were returned to Port Isabel where they were loaded onto the Research Vessel Trinity Bay and released in foraging grounds a few miles north of the Queen Isabella Causeway.
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