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GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES
Activities December 2006 - February 2007 

· The Office of Marine Patrol, Marine Law Enforcement activities for December 2006 and January 2007 consisted of 939 boat patrol hours which resulted in 85 total citations. The most prevalent violation was for lack of recreational salt water fishing licenses and resulted in the issuing of 37 citations.  In corporation with Marine Enforcement, Finfish personnel distributed fliers around piers and boat ramps notifying the public on recreational salt water fishing regulations and the need to have a recreational saltwater fishing license.

· The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources, Comprehensive Resources Management and the Mississippi Gulf Coast Chamber of Commerce will host the 7th Annual Smart Growth Conference in Biloxi.  This conference will bring partners of Southern Mississippi together to provide information and tools to assist in Smart Growth along the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
· The Office of Marine Fisheries primary focus has been the GSMFC/NMFS Fishery Disaster Recovery and Monitoring Program:

· The Shellfish Bureau completed an oyster relay program employing licensed MS commercial oyster fishermen. This program involved moving oysters from areas of the coast that were less impacted by Hurricane Katrina to devastated oyster reefs in the western MS Sound.  There were 83 total participants that relayed over 72,000 sacks.  
· Plans are being made to deploy over 58 thousand cubic yards of cultch material for a spring plant.
· The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources has opened a special oyster season on March 5th in a small area in Jackson County.  This is for tonging only with a 10 sack daily limit. 
· Shrimp, crab, charter boat, hook and line and net fishermen are provided with scanable Fisheries Recovery Report forms to record catch, effort and by-catch information. Each fishery has its own specific pay rate and size of the vessel being used is a factor for some of the programs.  Participants can only be paid once within a 24 hour period and can only participate in one program within a 24 hour period. Validation of reported vessel trips for shrimp, crab, charter boat, hook and line and net programs are being achieved by onboard vessel observer trips and logs of vessels actively fishing or docked.

· Shrimp and Crab Bureau worked with GCRL on crab trap cleanup protocol and signed a contract for a cooperative effort between agencies.  Bids were solicited and a contract was awarded to a crab trap builder for the construction of traps equipped with TED’s and escape rings for dispersal to participating fishermen.   All licensed crab trap fishermen were notified of the coast wide gear closure between the dates of February 5 through February 16.  The derelict trap clean up was conducted February 10 through February 16.  Qualified fishermen were paid a bounty for each derelict crab trap brought to disposal sites. A total of 9,862 derelict crab traps were turned in to be recycled during the 2007 cleanup.  Additionally, all participants were given a voucher for fifty new crab traps which are equipped with escape rings and terrapin excluder devices.

· Recovery Data Forms for both the blue crab and shrimp fisheries were initiated November 1.  Shrimp forms were accepted through December 31, 2006 and the program will resume again with the opening of the 2007 shrimp season.  Crab forms will continue to be accepted through the end of February and will resume in the active summer months.  Both monitoring programs will end when allotted compensation funds run out.

· The Artificial Reef Bureau has hired a contractor to build and deploy reef pyramids to restore offshore artificial reefs damaged by Hurricane Katrina. To date 120 pyramids have been deployed.

· The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has provided a $100,000 grant to support the restoration of Mississippi’s Artificial Reefs.  This money will be utilized to replace lost habitat due to Hurricane Katrina.

· The Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) is distributing disposable paper placemats to restaurant owners, while supplies last.  The placemats, which are illustrated with full-color depictions of valuable marine species and descriptions of their habitats, are free to restaurant owners and can be picked up at the DMR in Biloxi, MS.  The placemats were designed by Texas Parks and Wildlife artist Clemente Guzman.  The placemat illustration is also featured on an 18 x 24-inch poster, which is available free to the public at the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission.
Numbers of Licensed Mississippi Commercial Fishermen and/or Charter Boats Participating in the NMFC/GSMFC Fisheries Disaster Recovery and Monitoring Program.
	
	Shrimp
	Crab
	Oyster
	Charter
	Hook/Line
	Net

	Date Started
	 11/1/06
	11/1/06
	11/13/06
	10/1/06
	11/1/06
	11/1/06

	Number Participants Invoiced
	281
	60
	83
	47
	36
	11
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