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GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

MACKEREL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Embassy Suites Hotel               Destin-Miramar Beach, Florida
March 28, 2007

- - -

The Mackerel Management Committee of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council convened in Coast Room C, D, and E of the Embassy Suites Hotel, Destin-Miramar Beach, Florida, Wednesday afternoon, March 28, 2007, and was called to order at 2:50 o’clock p.m. by Chairman Degraaf Adams.
CHAIRMAN DEGRAAF ADAMS:  This is the convening of the Mackerel Committee.  The members of the committee consist of Mr. Minton, who is not here, Dr. Crabtree, Mr. Daughdrill, Mr. Teehan, and Ms. Foote.  I am informed that our committee also includes Mr. Horn.
If you look in the briefing book, the minutes from the last meeting is Tab C, Number 2.  If you look at Tab C, Number 1, you will see the agenda, which I think is going to be changed.  The briefing book and the back table also has an extraordinary number of handouts for Tab C, which mainly have to do with status of the South Atlantic Amendment Number 18 and the joint Amendment Number 19 and some of the projections that are coming out of the SEDAR panel.
It turns out there’s quite a bit of confusion of what the status of those things are and so there’s not going to be as much of a discussion under Item Number III as would be indicated from all of the handouts.

Tab C, Number 2 are the minutes from the last meeting, if the members could review that and I’m looking for a motion to approve the minutes of the last meeting.

MR. BILL DAUGHDRILL:  Motion to approve.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS:  Motion by Mr. Daughdrill and second by Mr. Horn to approve the minutes.  All in favor; opposed.  The motion passes.  Once again, under Item III, to briefly update this committee on what’s going on in the South Atlantic and between us and the South Atlantic, the South Atlantic is currently issuing their Amendment 18, which is an action to adjust their 

TAC according to SEDAR 2005 figures.

That amendment is in public hearing stages and we expect the amendment and comments from the public hearings to be presented to us at our June 18th meeting, where we will hopefully approve that.

The amendment that used to be Number 16 was the old South Atlantic/Gulf joint mackerel and it has been changed and it is now Amendment 19 and that is the document that the two council mackerel committees came together to give instructions to the Southeast Science Center on how to construct our divorce and be able to manage our separate stocks.

There seems to be a great amount of confusion now between the two councils and the Southeast Science Center, where the Southeast Science Center is saying they cannot give us runs exactly along the lines that we instructed them to in this amendment, which is now 19, and so as a motion to this committee, the only thing that seems to be an agreeable suggestion to try to resolve this problem in obtaining our divorce --

The motion from this committee, if we can get a second or if we can have it approved to move to the full council for approval, is to convene a meeting with our two principle staff members, which would be Gregg from the South Atlantic and Rick Leard from the Gulf, the regional administration staff, the Southeast Science Center, Dr. Chester, and then a suggestion of John Carmichael, both council chairs or vice chairs, and both Mackerel Committee chairs, with the objection to review options in Amendment 19 and reach an agreement on specific -- I can’t read this writing, George.  Can you remember what you were trying to write here?
MR. GEORGE GEIGER:  I apologize, Mr. Chairman, for my penmanship.  It gets worse in my dotage.  What we would like to do is --

CHAIRMAN ADAMS:  I’m trying to make the motion.

MR. GEIGER:  I understand and what we’re trying to do is reach agreement on specific objectives for the SEDAR and determine what it is we really are desirous of getting as a result and what we can obtain from the SEDAR for king mackerel, the next SEDAR for king mackerel.

The attendees would be Rick Leard, Gregg Waugh, Dr. Crabtree and Dr. Branstetter, Alex Chester, John Carmichael, Dr. Porch, the two council chairs, and the two Mackerel Committee chairs and determine the desired results of the next mackerel SEDAR in relation to geographic boundaries and mixing.

I would certainly bow to Dr. Leard if he has any fine tuning that he could do to that to make it read smoother and satisfy the confusion that currently reigns.

DR. RICK LEARD:  No, that meets with my confusion, George.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS:  We need a second from somebody that’s on our committee, maybe a second for further discussion.  Second from Ms. Foote.  This is exactly what we were trying to accomplish in the first place when we came up with the joint objectives under Amendment 19, but evidently, the way that it was specifically couched to the Southeast Center, they’re saying they can’t come up with what we were asking for in the first place and so this will be a second attempt to instruct them what we’re looking for jointly to accomplish the divorce in the management plans.
MR. DAUGHDRILL:  Wasn’t this what we were trying to do initially and then I guess I do have a -- When is the next SEDAR meeting?

CHAIRMAN ADAMS:  The next SEDAR is 2008 and I think so far, at least in the Gulf, our position for the Gulf mackerel is we will await the results of SEDAR 2008 before we decide whether we need to change our management or not, but what we need to do right now is to instruct the Southeast Science Center, who is doing SEDAR 8, on where to draw this boundary line and how to address the mixing zone when they are computing SEDAR 2008 figures.

MR. ROBIN RIECHERS:  I’m not on your committee, but I think that’s the key.  The other part is we’re not certain that, given some of the discussions we’ve been having over the course of the last couple days with the Center, is whether or not they can provide us with the analysis that we would need for the document to split, the two councils, and to actually justify those basic alternatives that we were laying out in there until we have the SEDAR.

What we have to do is get everybody in the same room and everyone together to try to figure out once and for all what our next step is, because there’s been a lot of confusion and a lot of miscommunication, though no one has intentionally miscommunicated anything.

It’s just we had our joint meeting and we asked for things and then Dr. Jamir came back with some analysis that was supposed to help us last meeting and we’re still not quite there and we would like to see if we can’t resolve at least what the next step is and whether or not it requires a delay until the next SEDAR or whether there is something that we can go forward with right now.

MR. DAUGHDRILL:  Is there a gut feeling from you guys -- I know you all have been meeting outside a little bit and are you all going to agree?  When you get these two sides together, are you all kind of talking about wanting the same information?

MR. ADAMS:  We’re on the same page.  We’re just trying to put it together so that the Southeast Science Center can give us what we both agree we want.  Are there any other questions or discussion on the motion?  All those in favor of the motion say aye; opposed.  The motion passes.  That pretty much goes through the agenda, if there are any items for Other Business to come up.

MR. GEIGER:  I’m not on, obviously, your committee or your council, but just to go back to Amendment 18 -- I always hate to go back, but in the correspondence we received from Mr. Swingle when you guys approved Amendment 18 for public hearing on January 26 and 27, he requested that we provide the changes and the public hearing input by a date in May for your June 4 through 8 council meeting.

Unfortunately, that meeting is prior to our June council meeting and what we’ve requested is that we delay providing you that information and your review of the public hearing comments until your July/August meeting.  Once we compile the public hearing comments for Amendment 18, we will then send them to you and they’ll be ready for you to review and hopefully approve at your July/August meeting.

CHAIRMAN ADAMS:  I think we’ll agree to that and that’s fine.  Any other business?  The Mackerel Committee is adjourned.

(Whereupon, the meeting adjourned at 3:10 o’clock p.m., March 28, 2007.)
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