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Like the HMS FMP, the CPS FMP also contains monitored species. Monitored species are either
exploited at very low levels or are under State jurisdiction, or both. It is presumed that market
squid, a monitored species, would be exempt from ACL and AM provisions due to its short life
cycle. Much like monitored species in the HMS FMP and data-poor stocks in the groundfish
FMP, assessing ACLs and AMs for monitored stocks could be problematic.

SCIENTIFIC AND STATISTICAL COMMITTEE

The Pacific Council and its Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) have developed an active
and effective relationship that provides detailed and independent review of the best available
science within the Pacific Council process. The Pacific Council and it’s SSC have raised several
questions regarding the SSC’s role in establishing annual catch limits under the reauthorized
MSA. These concerns are well documented in the enclosed SSC statements. Additionally, like
other Pacific Council advisory bodies, the SSC has expressed many of concerns about
determining catch accounting control rules for data-poor species or for salmon stocks which are
generally managed for escapement.

REVISED ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCEDURES

The Pacific Council is supportive of integrating applicable environmental analytical procedures
of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) with the procedures for preparation or
amendment of FMPs under the MSA with the goal of aligning timelines more closely with FMP
processes and reducing paperwork while providing clear and concise analyses for decision
makers and maintaining effective public involvement. The Pacific Council reviewed the Council
Coordination Committee’s (CCC) enclosed February 28, 2007 proposed revised procedure and
endorsed this document for use as general initial guidance to NMFS on the matter. The Pacific
Council Chairman and Executive Director will provide additional comments and
recommendations at the May 2007 CCC meeting in New Orleans, Louisiana. The Pacific
Council will continue to work with NMFS and the CCC throughout the development, review,
and adoption of revised environmental review procedures.

CONCLUSIONS

The Pacific Council appreciates the opportunity to comment on the development of these
important guidelines. Please consider the comments of this letter as well as the written and oral
record from the April 2007 Council meeting and NMFS scoping session as initial Pacific Council
recommendations for the development and analysis of alternative guidelines for implementation
of ACLs and AMs. The Pacific Council looks forward to further coordination with NMFS as
National Standard 1 guidelines and ACL and AM alternatives are further developed and
analyzed.
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If you or your staff has any questions regarding this letter, please contact me or Mr. Mike Burner,
the lead Staff Officer on this matter at 503-820-2280.

Sincerely, 7

D

~
. O. Mclsadc, Ph.D
Executive Director

MDB:rdd

Enclosures:
1. Relevant Briefing Book Materials, Advisory Body Statements, and full meeting recordings
from the April 2007 Council Meeting.

c:  (without enclosures)
Council Members :
Regional Fishery Management Council Executive Directors
Mr. Samuel D. Rauch, Deputy Assistant Administrator for Regulatory Programs
Mr. Alan Risenhoover, Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries
Mr. Adam Issenberg, Deputy Assistant General Counsel for Sustainable Fisheries
Mr. Robert Lohn, NMFS, Northwest Regional Administrator
Mr. Rod Mclnnis, NMFS, Southwest Regional Administrator
Dr. Usha Varanasi, Science Director, Northwest Fisheries Science Center
Dr. William Fox, Science Director, Southwest Fisheries Science Center
Ms. Eileen Cooney
Dr. John Coon
Mr. Jim Seger
Mr. John DeVore
. Ms. Laura Bozzi
Dr. Kit Dahl
Mr. Chuck Tracy
Ms. Jennifer Gilden






