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MR. GILL:  If I might, Mr. Chairman, and I’ll need some help from the various smarties around the table, but we’ve had a lot of discussion on spatial management measures for red snapper in the Gulf.  Whatever the appropriate measure is, I would like to move that we initiate a framework action to address geographic management measures for the red snapper fishery.

CHAIRMAN RIECHERS:  We have a motion.  Do I hear a second?

DR. SHIPP:  Second.

CHAIRMAN RIECHERS:  It’s been seconded by Dr. Shipp and amazingly, Mr. Gill, you were right on the track.  I was going to recognize Dr. Crabtree, because he was discussing this a little bit earlier, when we had a break.  Dr. Crabtree, would you speak to this type of motion, a framework action to look at these geographic boundaries just a little bit?

DR. CRABTREE:  Your framework allows you to do time and area restrictions and some at least were interested in looking at a line and so I think you could do that through your framework.  The season doesn’t open until June 1 if Amendment 14/27 is approved and so it should be possible, if you wanted to look at that and to make a change, to get something in place by then.

That way, the public would have a chance to comment on it and we would have a chance to analyze it.  I’m not saying whether it’s a good idea.  I’ll reserve judgment on that.

CHAIRMAN RIECHERS:  We have a motion that would initiate a framework action to address geographic management measures for the red snapper fishery that was made by Mr. Gill and seconded by Dr. Shipp.

MS. WALKER:  Mr. Gill, I’m not one of the smarties, but can I ask you a question?  When you say initiate the framework action, are you talking about the Alabama/Mississippi line or a different --

MR. GILL:  If I might respond, no, I’m not putting any limitations on it.  I’m trying to address or get addressed the concerns that Vernon had mentioned and that there are clear east/west differences in the fishery and there may be a better way to do it on a management basis.

Until we get some analysis and look at it, we really don’t know, but as Roy pointed out, it may not be a better way to go, but I think we need to look at it and then make that determination and that will respond to Mr. Minton’s concerns.

MS. WALKER:  Then I support the motion.

CHAIRMAN RIECHERS:  Mr. Gill, as you remember in the document, 27/14, we had already looked at some lines and I think it’s appropriate to continue looking at various management strategies that will optimize the benefits that we receive from these fisheries.  Any other discussion regarding this motion?  Hearing none, all those in favor of the motion say aye; all those opposed same sign.  The motion passes.
Before we get too much further along, I do want to thank everyone for the hard work on 27/14.  From the decision to put these two together to the arguments then to pull them apart and the various other things that occurred during the process, it hasn’t been an easy amendment to move through the council, but I want to thank everyone for their patience and their helping us all move this through the process with as much discussion about all the issues that we could bring out and put in the record and we appreciate everyone’s ability to do that.

MR. PERRET:  Even though I carried the load to get it approved, I want Mr. Minton to get credit for it.

CHAIRMAN RIECHERS:  With that, we’re at 11:30 and I think what we’re going to do today is -- We’ve been trying to give an hour-and-a-half for lunch and I think what we’re going to do today is break for lunch and come back at one o’clock and that way, everyone can get into their place to eat a little bit early, before the crowds get there.  We’ll come back at one o’clock and then we will finish up with the remaining agenda items.
