-----Original Message-----

From: hwhitehead@icta.org [mailto:hwhitehead@icta.org]

Sent: Monday, July 16, 2007 12:33 PM

To: GulfCouncil

Subject: Comment on open-ocean fish farming in the Gulf

Gulf Council

Dear Gulf Council,

The Gulf Council

2203 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 1100

Tampa, FL 33607

gulfcouncil@gulfcouncil.org

I am very concerned about the development of commercial ocean

fish farming in the Gulf of Mexico.

I am very disappointed that the Gulf Council is now rushing

through a plan for ocean fish farming without being considerate

of ecological matters. 

It is the Council's charge to conserve and manage our marine

resources for the benefit of the nation, not to primarily

benefit private business. The current plan is all about money,

not about protecting our resources.

In particular, I am worried that the Council plan does not:

* Make clear that non-native and genetically modified species

are prohibited for use in ocean fish farming 

* Prevent farming of endangered or threatened species and

species of concern 

* Protect essential habitat and fishing grounds by requiring

buffer zones around special or fragile places 

* Require compensation for use of public resources for private

profit 

* Have strict environmental requirements about pollution and

harm to habitat and wildlife

* Prevent using oil rigs for aquaculture 

* Talk about how increasing aquaculture can hurt other marine

wildlife by using more prey species in feed

These are all extremely important issues that must be addressed

before any aquaculture permits are even considered in the Gulf

of Mexico. Allowing NOAA Fisheries to make regulations piecemeal

in the future for environmental standards does not protect our

public resources and the people that rely on them. 

I strongly urge the Council to review your developing plan for

ocean fish farming very carefully before moving forward. There

is no reason to rush through this process.

Sincerely,

heather whitehead

2921 chapman st

oakland, CA 94601
