Council Summary Motions – June 14-15, 2007

SOUTH ATLANTIC FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL MEETING

KEY WEST, FLORIDA 

JUNE 14-15, 2007

SUMMARY COUNCIL MOTIONS

SNAPPER GROUPER 

MOTION #1:  THE COUNCIL UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED SUBMITTING AMENDMENT (MARINE PROTECTED AREAS) 14 TO THE SECRETARY OF COMMERCE.

MOTION #2: THE COUNCIL VOTED TO ESTABLISH MARCH 8, 2007 AS THE CONTROL DATE FOR FOR-HIRE PERMITS IN THE SNAPPER GROUPER FISHERY.

MOTION #3: THE COUNCIL VOTED TO ADD AN ALTERNATIVE THAT REQUIRES THAT BLACK SEA BASS POTS ARE BROUGHT IN (TO SHORE) AT THE CONCLUSION OF EACH TRIP.

MOTION #4: THE COUNCIL APPROVED MOVING SNOWY GROUPER ALLOCATION ALTERNATIVE 5 TO THE CONSIDERED BUT REJECTED APPENDIX. (Alternative 5 would have defined allocations for snowy grouper as 100% commercial and 0% recreational.)
MOTION #5: THE COUNCIL VOTED TO RETAIN SNOWY GROUPER ALLOCATION ALTERNATIVES 1 (no action), 2A (The allocation would be based on landings from the years 1986-2005. The allocation would be 95% commercial and 5% recreational), 2B (The allocation would be based on landings from the years 1992-2005. The allocation would be 93% commercial and 7% recreational), AND 4 (Defines allocations for snowy grouper as 88% commercial and 12% recreational) FOR DETAILED ANALYSES.  THE REMAINING ALTERNATIVES 2C (The allocation would be based on landings from the years 1999-2003. The allocation would be 96% commercial and 4% recreational); 3 (Defined allocations for snowy grouper based upon landings from the data used for SEDAR 4 - 2004); 3A (The allocation would be based on landings from the years 1992-2002. The allocation would be 90% commercial and 10% recreational); and 3B. (The allocation would be based on landings from the years 1999-2002. The allocation would be 93% commercial and 7% recreational) WOULD BE MOVED TO THE CONSIDERED BUT REJECTED APPENDIX).

MOTION #6: THE COUNCIL VOTED TO MOVE RED PORGY ALLOCATION ALTERNATIVES 2A (The allocation would be based on landings from the years

1986-1998. The allocation would be 70% commercial and 30% recreational) AND 3 (Define allocations for red porgy based upon landings from the data used

for Red Porgy SEDAR Update - 2006) TO THE CONSIDERED BUT REJECTED APPENDIX).

MOTION #7: THE COUNCIL VOTED THAT FOR RECREATIONAL OVERAGE ALTERNATIVE 4A, FOR THE FIRST YEAR THAT AMENDMENT 15 IS IMPLEMENTED, THE RUNNING AVERAGE IS 2 YEARS; THEREAFTER 3 YEARS.

SHRIMP 
MOTION #1:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO CHANGE THE NAME OF THE ROCK SHRIMP AP TO THE DEEP WATER SHRIMP AP.
MOTION #2:  THE COUNCIL APPROVED MOVING FORWARD FOR SCOPING WITH ISSUES 1-3 (ISSUES: 1. 15,000 pound landings requirement; 2. permits that may have been lost due to not meeting the 15,000 pound requirement; and 3. permits lost through failure to renew the limited entry rock shrimp endorsement.)
MACKEREL 
MOTION #1: THE COUNCIL VOTED TO REMOVE ACTIONS 1 (Atlantic king mackerel TAC) & 2 (Spanish mackerel TAC) FROM AMENDMENT 18 UNTIL RESULTS FROM THE UPCOMING SEDAR ASSESSMENTS FOR KING AND SPANISH MACKEREL ARE AVAILABLE.
MOTION #2:  THE COUNCIL APPROVED AMENDMENT 18 AS MODIFIED.
MOTION #3:  THE COUNCIL DELAYED MOVING FORWARD WITH THE SCOPING DOCUMENT FOR AMENDMENT 19.
MOTION #4:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO MODIFY THE MACKEREL ASSESSMENT WORKSHOP TERMS OF REFERENCE TO REFLECT THE GULF COUNCIL’S CHANGE FOR A BOUNDARY AT THE COUNCILS’ CURRENT BOUNDARY.
MOTION #5:  THE COUNCIL ACCEPTED THE SEDAR 16 TERMS OF REFERENCE AS MODIFIED.
MOTION #6:  THE COUNCIL ACCEPTED THE MODIFIED SCHEDULE FOR SEDAR 16.
MOTION #7:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO ADD DR. FRANK HESTER TO THE SEDAR AP POOL AND APPOINT HIM TO SEDAR 16.
MOTION #8:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO CHANGE MACKEREL AMENDMENT 18 TO A REGULATORY AMENDMENT.
SPINY LOBSTER 
MOTION #1:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO MOVE FORWARD WITH A PLAN AMENDMENT TO IMPLEMENT A SIZE LIMIT FOR IMPORTS WITH THE CFMC AS THE ADMINISTRATIVE LEAD.
LAP PROGRAM 
MOTION #1:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO HAVE THE LAP PROGRAM WORK GROUP FOCUS ON DEVELOPMENT OF A FULL RANGE OF LAP PROGRAMS.
MOTION #2:  THE COUNCIL DECIDED TO ALLOW FOR A SINGLE DESIGNATED PROXY FOR LAP GROUP MEMBERS, REVIEWED BY THE COUNCIL, TO BE APPOINTED.
MOTION #3:  THE COUNCIL ADDED BRUCE IRWIN TO THE LAP PROGRAM WORKING GROUP.
MOTION #4:  THE COUNCIL APPOINTED SCOTT BAKER TO REPLACE BARRY NASH AS A NON-VOTING MEMBER OF THE LAP PROGRAM WORKING GROUP.
MOTION #5: THE COUNCIL DECIDED TO HOLD THE LONGLINE SEAT OPEN ON THE LAP PROGRAM WORKING GROUP UNTIL AUGUST 1, 2007 TO ALLOW FOR MORE APPLICANTS.
MOTION #6:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO DEFER WORK ON A MACKEREL LAP PROGRAM TO THE NEXT (SECOND) LAP PROGAM EFFORT.
JOINT HABITAT & ECOSYSTEM-BASED MANAGEMENT 
MOTION #1:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO STRIKE LANGUAGE IN SUBSECTION 5 OF THE AQUACULTURE POLICY AND REPLACE WITH THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: “THE USE OF GENETICALLY MODIFIED AND NON-NATIVE SPECIES SHOULD BE PROHIBITED”.

MOTION #2:  THE COUNCIL APPROVED THE AQUACULTURE POLICY AS MODIFIED.
MOTION #3:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO ADDRESS THE FOLLOWING ITEMS IN THE FEP COMPREHENSIVE AMENDMENT AND STAY ON THE CURRENT SCHEDULE

1. COMPLIANCE WITH EFH FINAL RULE

2. CORAL HAPC’S

3. ALLOWABLE TRAWL AREAS

SEDAR 
MOTION #1:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO RECOMMEND TO THE SEDAR STEERING COMMITTEE THAT A TERMS OF REFERENCE (TOR) SECTION BE ADDED  TO ALL SEDAR ASSESSMENTS AND THAT IT PROVIDE FOR A COMPLETE MODEL OUTPUT IN AN ACCESSIBLE AND ORGANIZED ELECTRONIC FORMAT TO FACILITATE SUBSEQUENT MANAGEMENT EVALUATIONS.
MOTION #2:  THE COUNCIL APPROVED THE TOR FOR SEDAR 15 (SOUTH ATLANTIC GREATER AMBERJACK & RED SNAPPER).
JOINT EXECUTIVE/FINANCE

MOTION #1: THE COUNCIL APPROVED THE AMENDED 2007 FMP, AMENDMENT & FRAMEWORK TIMELINES.
MOTION #2:  THE COUNCIL APPROVED THE CY 2007 BUDGET AS PRESENTED.
MOTION #3:  THE COUNCIL REQUESTED THAT THE SAFMC CHAIRMAN APPOINT AN AD HOC AP TO SERVE AS A REVIEW GROUP ON THE MRFSS REDESIGN. [THE INTENT IS TO APPOINT MEMBERS FROM EXISTING AP’S].
MOTION #4: THE COUNCIL APPROVED THE FOLLOWING LANGUAGE: “THERE SHALL BE ESTABLISHED A COUNCIL COORDINATION COMMITTEE CONSISTING OF THE CHAIRS, VICE CHAIRS, AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS OF EACH OF THE EIGHT REGIONAL FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCILS, OTHER COUNCIL MEMBERS, AND STAFF.  THE CHAIRS, VICE CHAIRS, AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS SHALL BE VOTING MEMBERS. THE SIX NOAA FISHERIES REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS OR THEIR DESIGNEES, OTHER COUNCIL MEMBERS, AND STAFF SHALL BE NON-VOTING MEMBERS. THE COUNCIL COORDINATING COMMITTEE SHALL MEET FROM TIME TO TIME AS APPROPRIATE TO DISCUSS ISSUES OF RELEVANCE TO ALL COUNCILS.  THE COUNCIL COORDINATING COMMITTEE MAY ESTABLISH SUCH SUBCOMMITTEES AS IT DEEMS APPROPRIATE”.

COUNCIL SESSION
MOTION #1:  THE COUNCIL VOTED TO RECOMMEND TO NOAA FISHERIES THAT THE BLUE WATER FISHERMEN’S ASSOCIATION REQUEST FOR AN EXEMPTED FISHERIES PERMIT (EFP) BE DENIED.
MOTION #2: THE COUNCIL VOTED TO RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE EFP SUBMITTED BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA AQUARIUM. [THE INTENT IS FOR NMFS TO REQUEST THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA AQUARIUM PERMITTEE PROVIDE INFORMATION ON MORTALITY OF SPECIMENS]  

MOTION #3:  THE COUNCIL APPROVED WRITING A LETTER TO THE HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES DIVISION OF NMFS REQUESTING THEY CONSIDER DEFINING GREEN STICKS AS A SEPARATE GEAR CATEGORY AND AS AN ALLOWABLE GEAR UNDER THE GENERAL CATEGORY TUNA PERMIT. 
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