Mississippi Department of Marine Resources Activity Report
May – July 2007

     The Department continues to work closely with its federal partners to identify and remove marine debris from Mississippi’s coastal waterways and shorelines and to develop useful and effective methods of disseminating information to mariners about the location, physical properties and abundance of debris.  To date, approximately 100,000 cubic yards of marine debris has been removed from Mississippi’s coastal waters.

     The DMR presented four local students with the DMR Excellence in Marine Sciences Award at the Region VI Science and Engineering Fair held March 1st at the Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, Jefferson Davis Campus in Gulfport.  This is the eleventh year the DMR has sponsored the award. This award was established to encourage local students to develop research projects involving Mississippi’s coastal resources.  With this award the DMR hopes to encourage students to identify and find solutions to the coast’s environmental problems.  Each winner received a certificate and monetary award.

     The following summarizes the major activities to date of the National Marine Fisheries Service/Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission/Mississippi Department of Marine Resources Katrina disaster grant.
     To date, 335 shrimp and 65 crab fishermen, respectively, have been contracted to participate in the shrimp and crab recovery program.  The seven day Deepwater Derelict Crab Trap Cleanup coincided with the first week of the inshore shrimp season.  Forty qualifying shrimp fishermen were compensated for recovering 1,078 derelict traps found beyond ½ mile from the shoreline (legal shrimping grounds).  All crab program participants will be given (they are being distributed as they are built) fifty new crab traps equipped with escape rings and terrapin excluder devices.

     Fourteen live bait shrimp dealers were inspected and licensed.  The number of licensed camps has risen from 11 last year to 14 currently.  Before Katrina there were 28 camps licensed.  Demand for live bait shrimp remains high.

     Commercial hook/line and net fishermen fisheries recovery report program ended in April 07.  There were 47 commercial fishermen participating in the program.  There have been 4,962 trips reported.  The program ended April 30, 2007.  There are 51 charter boats participating in the recovery program.  As of June 30, 2007, 1,987 charter trips have been reported.  The charter vessel fisheries recovery report program is ongoing.

     This past June, the Artificial Reef Bureau started inshore artificial reef revitalization utilizing crushed concrete.  To date, there was material deposited on six of the total 25 sites to be developed this year.  The material being used is two-inch crushed concrete.  Deployment of 240 concrete pyramids on offshore artificial reefs has been completed.  This is the first time materials of design are being used for artificial reef material in Mississippi.  We are working with two petroleum companies in securing abandoned platforms for donation to Mississippi’s Rigs to Reef Program.

     A massive cultch plant has been completed that will help to restore and enhance Mississippi’s oyster reefs.  This is the biggest replanting effort our state has ever undertaken.  This plant spread approximately 57,000 cubic yards of cultch material on 580 acres at Pass Christian, Pass Marianne and Kittiwake reefs in the western Mississippi Sound.
     Our Seafood Technology Bureau has recertified 44 seafood dealer/processors post-Katrina.  There were 75 dealer/processors certified prior to the storm.

     The following new Mississippi saltwater fishing records were recently established.

Conventional Tackle
1. Red Grouper – 14 lbs. 8 ozs.  
2. Gulf King fish -  1 lb. 14.72 ozs.
3. Red Porgy – 3 lbs. 11.68 oz. 

4. Smooth Dogfish – 18 lbs. 14.40 ozs.

5. Tilefish – 10 lbs. 3.20 ozs.

6. King Snake Eel – 28 lbs. 13.00 ozs. 

7. Bearded Brotula – 13 lbs. 

Fly Fishing Tackle
      1.  Blacktip Shark – 34 lbs. 10.90 ozs. 
