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The meeting of the Spiny Lobster Committee (Committee) was called to order by Chairman Julie Morris  at 4:45 p.m. on Tuesday, July 9, 2002 at the Sarasota Hyatt Hotel in Sarasota, Florida.

(
Adoption of Agenda
The agenda was approved with the addition of discussion of the spiny lobster section of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for the Essential Fish Habitat Amendment (EFH) under other business as so requested by Mr.  Perret.

· Adoption of Minutes
The minutes of the Spiny Lobster Management Committee held on Tuesday, May 14, 2002 in Destin, Florida were approved as written.

(
FFWCC Proposed Rule and Administrative Record, SSC Recommendations, and Spiny Lobster AP Recommendations

Mr.  Swingle reviewed a letter under Tab G, No.  3 from Roy Crabtree, Director, Division of Marine Fisheries dated June 24, 2002 advising of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC) approval of their rule amendment which allowed possession of 50 shorts and one short per trap aboard harvesting vessels for use as an attractant.  He explained that the letter was specifically requesting the Council amend its rule to allow one additional lobster aboard for each trap that is aboard a vessel, adding to the 50 short lobster rule currently in place.  He mentioned the justification for the request which was that it would allow harvesters who are moving traps to carry more undersized lobsters on board.  He further explained that the FFWCC  had submitted administrative records to the Council for review by both the SSC and AP, who determined the request was scientifically valid.   He stated that unless the Regional Administrator or Council deemed such a change violated the goals and objectives of the plan or any federal law, that it could be implemented through framework measures. 

Mr.  Simpson wanted to know when the rule would go into effect for the state of Florida.  Mr. Powers responded July, 2002.  Ms.  Morris asked Mr.  Swingle that if action was taken on the proposed federal rule today, would it still take until 2003 to become effective.  Mr.  Swingle responded  yes.  He further advised that although the regulatory amendment would be submitted by month(s end, it would still take a while to implement it.  

Dr. Claverie asked if there was any concern regarding the issue of spread of a virus that originally was raised by the advisory panel (AP).  He further explained that the spread of a virus spread occurred when  traps where moved from one place to another.  Mr.  Swingle responded that frequently viruses were naturally present on animals and seemed to flair up when they became stressed.  Therefore, at the time it was not considered a potential problem.  

Ms.  Morris asked if FFWCC(s recommendation was more generous than what the Florida rule was asking.  Mr.  Swingle responded that it was the same.  Ms.  Morris asked if the second recommendation was for a different work effort.  Mr.  Swingle responded yes and advised that it was raised because they viewed the recreational possession limits for vessels under the state and federal systems different.  He mentioned that the Committee could not achieve compliance of the two systems for this under the present framework.  He further advised that the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council (SAFMC)  was proposing to develop an amendment to the plan to address repealing of the tailing permit currently allowed  in federal waters, which subsequently had been repealed by the state in state waters.  He felt this to be the best forum for proceeding with the bag limit action to bring the systems into compliance.  Mr.  Perret asked if Florida was the only state that had a limit.  Mr.  Swingle responded no.  He further explained  that the management area for spiny lobster extended from North Carolina to Texas and that in the South Atlantic, there was a separate bag limit of two per person for both the recreational and commercial sector.  

Dr.  Claverie moved that the Council adopt the proposed state rule as a federal rule.
Mr.  Cinalli cautioned the Committee to consider National Standard #10 which mentioned conservation management measures, to the extent practicable, should promote the safety of human life at sea.  Although he believed most sea situations did not present a safety hazard due to the small size of the vessels and the fact they did not carry many traps aboard.  He was concerned that traps stacked too high could pose a threat.  He commented that most fishermen knew their limits and managed their loads pretty well.  Mr.  Williams did not feel that the proposed rule posed any additional risk and felt that it was the fishermen(s responsibility to determine how high to stack the traps and to determine the water weight for their live wells.  Mr.  Swingle agreed.

Mr.  Swingle asked that the motion be modified to include the stipulation that the proposed rule meets the goals and objectives of the plan.  Dr.  Claverie concurred and modified the motion to read:  that the Council adopt the proposed rule as a federal rule consistent with the objectives and goals of the Spiny Lobster Fishery Management Plan (FMP). 

Motion as modified carried.
Ms.  Morris asked if the Committee wanted to schedule another meeting to discuss the AP(s recommendation dealing with recreational bag and vessel limits.  Mr.  Swingle advised that the SAFMC previously held a scoping meeting during their June session that was primarily based on the issue of repealing the tailing permit.  He encouraged joint efforts between the Committee and SAFMC be taken to standardized the vessel limits within the federal waters, bringing them into compliance with the State of Florida in the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).  

Mr.  Perret moved that the Gulf Council follow the lead of the SAFMC in addressing recreational vessel and bag limits for lobster in Federal waters.

Motion carried.
· Other Business - DEIS Spiny Lobster Discussion
Mr.  Perret asked the Committee to examine the spiny lobster discussion on page 145 of the DEIS for the EFH Amendment.  He felt that the last sentence in the 3rd paragraph should be deleted.  The sentence reads, (A possible explanation for the increase in fishable population may be related to a decrease in the use of sublegal lobster to bait traps.(  Ms.  Morris pointed out that this decrease resulted from the trap certificate program, requiring a 50% reduction in traps down from 1 million, significantly reducing the number of sublegal lobster used as bait.  
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m.
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