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Mr. Michael Clark

HMS Management Division
National Marine Fisheries Service
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Dear Mr. Clark:

On behalf of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s (Council), I thank you for coming
to our meeting in San Antonio, Texas to give a presentation on Proposed Rule and Draft EIS for
Amendment 2 to the Consolidated Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Management Plan. After
discussing the issues in the draft amendment, the Council made the following recommendations.

The Council objects to the closure of recreational harvest of blacktip sharks from the
Gulf of Mexico and their absence from the list of sharks allowed in the recreational
fishery.

The recent assessment found that the Gulf of Mexico blacktip shark stock is healthy, neither
overfished nor undergoing overfishing. Clearly, this stock is able to sustain current levels of both
commercial and recreational harvest. Furthermore, blacktip sharks are one of the more easily
identifiable species for recreational fishermen and should be included in the list of species that
recreational fishermen can land. They can be differentiated from spinner sharks, the only other
species for which they are likely to be confused, by the absence or near absence of black on their anal
fin, and by the position of their first dorsal fin over the rear margin of the pectoral fin rather than
behind it (Shipp 1986). A closure of Gulf of Mexico blacktip sharks in the recreational fishery is
unwarranted.

The Council objects to the consolidation of the Gulf of Mexico and the other two
regions into a single coastwide region.

Consolidating the Gulf of Mexico and the other regions into one would make the Gulf of Mexico
blacktip shark fishery subject to an unnecessary quota closure in order to protect the Atlantic stock of
blacktip sharks. While the Council applauds the application of conservation measures where needed
to protect stocks, the current stock assessment recognizes to distinct stocks of blacktip sharks.
Blacktip sharks in the Gulf of Mexico have been declared to be healthy at current fishing levels, and
an unnecessary closure would prevent fishermen from achieving optimum yield in violation of
National Standard 1. The Gulf of Mexico, should have its own particular season or management
area or unit.
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The Council strongly encourages the use of existing reporting systems rather than
development of new ones.

In your presentation you stated that you would continue to use existing data reporting systems of
onboard observers, fishing vessel logbooks and dealer reporting. However, you also stated that, for
the shark research fishery, you would have another means of quota monitoring through the use of
100 percent observer coverage in the research fishery. The Council applauds your commitment to
making your quota monitoring as accurate and timely as possible. However, as a participant in the
Fisheries Information Network (FIN), we are aware of the complexities, cost and fragmentation of
information that can result from having a plethora of different data collection systems. We urge to
utilize the existing data systems as much as possible, and to refrain if possible from developing new
systems.

The Council requests an extension of the current comment period until at least a week
after our October 29 to November 2, 2007 Council meeting, and a longer comment
period for future HMS actions to allow adequate time for the Council’s review.

We normally begin mailing out briefing book materials for a Council meeting three weeks in
advance of the meeting to allow Council members time to review the materials. However, the
Council received the current Draft EIS and Proposed Rule only shortly before its July/August
meeting. Consequently, Council members were unable to review the documents prior to the
meeting, and our comments are based only on the oral presentation without sufficient time for a
thorough review. We would like for you to consider these types of scheduling issues when asking
Council(s) input now and in the future.

The Council appreciates the opportunity to provide it comments on this Draft EIS and Proposed
Rule.

Sincerely,

Rt

Robin Riechers
Chairman

REFERENCE:
Shipp, R. L. 1986. Dr. Bob Shipp’s guide to fishes of the Gulf of Mexico. Dauphin Island Sea
Laboratory, Dauphin Island, Alabama, Second printing, 1988, with corrections. 256 pp.
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