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GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES
Activities August – October 2007 

Shrimp and Crab Bureau
EDRP I preparations included mailouts to eligible fishermen for the shrimp and crab recovery monitoring program.  Shrimp forms were accepted for the first 21 days in September.  Crab forms were accepted for the first 16 days in September.  Both monitoring programs will end when funds are expended.  Over 17,000 data forms have been submitted since the program’s inception. To date, 335 shrimp and 65 crab fishermen, respectively, have been contracted to participate in the program. Staff continues to participate in verification trips to confirm participants’ fishing activity mirrors trip ticket submissions. Staff continues to work with Marine Patrol to screen for fishing violations that would disqualify program participants.  (4 disqualified from Shrimp & Crab Program).     
All crab derelict trap program participants are being given fifty new crab traps equipped with escape rings and terrapin excluder devices; distribution began in May.  Over 11,500 derelict traps have been removed and recycled in 2007.

Fisheries staff was active with 3,400 volunteers in the MS Coastal Cleanup which resulted in 53,400 pounds of litter removed.

Finfish Bureau
There are 51 charter boats participating in the recovery program.  As of August 30, 2007, 2,998 charter trips have been reported.  The charter vessel fisheries recovery report program is ongoing. 

Plans are to release juvenile red snapper on Mississippi’s offshore artificial reef sites. Currently red snapper larvae are being reared under experimental conditions to find feeding rates for optimum growth. 
New State Fishing Records
· Record Conventional Tackle 
Queen Triggerfish (Balistes vetula) 7 lbs. 6.4 oz. Brandon Bosarge
· Gray Triggerfish (Balistes capriscus) 9 lbs. 7.33 oz. Matthew L. Larmore
· King Snake Eel (Ophichthus rex) 30 lbs. 8 oz. Russell Gene Erbert
· Rock Hind (Epinephelus adscensionis) 3 lbs. 4.8 oz. Tommy Obrien
· Record Fly Fishing Tackle
· Little Tunny (Euthynnus alletteratus) 12 lbs. 0.49 oz. Jordan Mathe

Artificial Reef Bureau

This past June the Artificial Reef Bureau started inshore artificial reef revitalization utilizing crushed concrete.  Material has been placed on 23 of the total 25 sites to be developed this year.  The material being used is two inch crushed concrete and # 57 limestone. 

Work is ongoing to receive platforms from the petroleum industry which will be donated to Mississippi’s Rigs to Reef Program. 

Shellfish Bureau

Fall 2007- Limestone Cultch Plant -22,594 cubic yards of limestone on Henderson Point and Telegraph reef rehabilitating 215 acres.

Oyster Stewardship Program – The Shellfish Bureau held an Oyster Stewardship Program Meeting Tuesday October 2, 2007. Sixty-three harvesters and industry representatives attended the meeting which was held to receive input on management strategies needed for the rebuilding of the oyster industry in Mississippi.

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Seafood Technology bureau has recertified 45 Mississippi seafood dealer/processors post-Katrina compared to 75 dealer/processors prior to the storm.
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