Tab H, No. 5

Spiny Lobster AP Conference Call
Thursday, January 17, 2008

In participation:

AP Members

B. Allen Patrick

Jerry Sansom

Karl Lessard

Rick Superstein

Robert Gaitanis

Scott Zimmerman

Simon Stafford

Council
Bill Teehan

Others
Wayne Swingle

Tom Jamir

Trish Kennedy

Joe Kimmel
The Spiny Lobster AP (AP) was convened by conference call at 10:00 a.m. on January 17, 2008.  
The AP elected Karl Lessard as Chairman and Jerry Sansom and Vice-Chairman.

Mr. Swingle reviewed the Scoping Document for an Amendment to the Spiny Lobster Fishery Management Plan, dated December 2007.  He explained that lobsters are being imported below the respective Continental and Craibbean U.S. minimum size limits.  Much of the imported lobster does not meet the minimum size limits in the country of origin.  This is adversely impacting recruitment throughout Florida and the Caribbean and, as a result, the status of spiny lobster in the Caribbean and U.S. waters because of the distribution and dispersal of larvae during their long larval phase.  He reviewed the various approaches cited in the document to remedy the situation.
Mr. Lessard asked if law enforcement had made any suggestions.  Mr. Swingle responded that law enforcement favored having regulations by length rather than by weight.  Mr. Kimmel noted that law enforcement had initiated the request due to intercepting packages of undersized spiny lobster.  The packages were usually labeled by average weight and they supported regulations by weight in order to follow the paper trail.

Mr. Lessard noted that a lobster could be legal size by length and undersized by weight.

Mr. Superstein noted that some lobsters were under 5 ounces but were over 5.5 inches in length.  He stressed there was a need to have one requirement or the other. 

Mr. Superstein moved that the AP recommends that length rather than weight be the governing factor when determining if a lobster met the regulations.  Motion carried.
Mr. Patrick noted that the first approach seemed most practical, since it allowed a different standard for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
Mr. Sansom moved that the AP recommends the first approach under Section III:  To prohibit imports smaller than the existing U.S. minimum size limits.  For example, no one in the Continetal U.S. would be allowed to import a Caribbean spiny lobster (Panulirus argus):
1. Less than 3.0 inches (7.62 cm) carapace length if the animal is whole.

2. Less than 5.5 inches (13.97 cm) tail length if only the tail is present.

3. Less than 5 ounces tail weight (e.g., 4.2 – 5.4 counces). 
Motion carried
Mr. Patrick expressed concern about circumventing the minimums by channeling shipments through Puerto Rico.  Mr. Superstein stated he often sold to Puerto Rico and usually sold over 5.5 inches, and usually 6 inches.  He felt the persons he worked with in Puerto Rico were well versed in the regulations.  Mr. Teehan noted that enforcement would need to address that issue.
Chairman Lessard indicated he would attend the scoping hearing on January 24th, 2007 in Islamorada and report the AP’s recommendations.
There being no further business the conference call was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
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