GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES
Activities November – December 2007 

Office of Marine Fisheries

Shrimp and Crab Bureau
All Emergency Disaster Recovery Program (EDRP) Crab Derelict Trap Program participants are being given fifty new crab traps equipped with escape rings and terrapin excluder devices; distribution began in May.  Over 11,500 derelict traps have been removed and recycled in 2007.

The Mississippi Crab Task Force met December 11, 2007 to discuss EDRP I commercial crab data results and EDRP II plans.  The 2008 MS Derelict Crab Trap Cleanup is tentatively set for March 9 -21.  

A new site has been added to the MS Real-Time Hydrological Monitoring Program at Popps Ferry Bridge in Biloxi Bay.  This is the 9th monitoring station installed since all were lost in Hurricane Katrina.  Data on water temperature, salinity and tidal stage are updated every 15 minutes and are available from the DMR webpage.
Finfish Bureau
There are 51 charter boats participating in the recovery program.  As of November 30, 2007, 3,908 charter trips have been reported.  The charter vessel fisheries recovery report program is ongoing. 

Plans are to release up to 10,000 juvenile red snapper per year on Mississippi’s offshore artificial reef sites. Currently red snapper larvae are being reared under experimental conditions to find feeding rates for optimum growth. 
On December 18, 2007 the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources voted to change the recreational minimum size limit on spotted seatrout, from 14 to 13 inches in Hancock and Harrison County and a small portion of Jackson County.
New State Fishing Records
\
· Record Conventional Tackle 
1. Swordfish (Xiphias gladius) 75 lbs. 0 oz. Lorenzo Owen

2. Black Jack (Caranx lugubris) 16 lbs. 4.8 oz. Dennis L. Henry 

3. King Snake Eel (Ophichthus rex) 37 lbs. 4 oz. Steve Perrigin 

4. Blackbar Drum (Equetus iwamotoi) 2 lbs. 11.2 oz. Lenny Maiolatesi 

5. Longtail Bass (Hemanthias leptus) 5 lbs. 6.4 oz. Lenny Maiolatesi 

6. Black Driftfish (Hyperoglyphe bythites) 15 lbs. 7.2 oz. Lenny Maiolatesi 

7. Snowy Grouper (Epinephalus niveatus) 12 lbs. 14 oz. Steve Van Der Kooy 

8. Spinycheek Scorpionfish (Neomerinthe hemingwayi) 3 lbs. 2 oz. Doug Upton 

9. Snowy Grouper (Epinephalus niveatus) 16 lbs 7 oz. Leonard Maiolatesi Sr. 

10. Goldface Tilefish (Caulolatilus chrysops) 2 lbs. 15 oz. Leonard Maiolatesi Sr. 

· Record Fly Fishing Tackle 

1. Sand Seatrout (Cynoscion arenarius) 1 lb. 0.96 oz. Doug Borries 

Artificial Reef Bureau

This past June the Artificial Reef Bureau started inshore artificial reef revitalization utilizing crushed concrete.  Material has been placed on 23 of the total 25 sites to be developed this year.  The material being used is two inch crushed concrete and # 57 limestone. 

Work is ongoing to receive platforms from the petroleum industry which will be donated to Mississippi’s Rigs to Reef Program. 

Shellfish Bureau

Oyster season was opened on a limited basis on some of the major reefs in the western Mississippi Sound for the first time since Hurricane Katrina. Preliminary harvest data is in excess of 30,000 sacks through December 17, 2007. DMR personnel are closely monitoring the harvest.

Bids were solicited and opened for a contractor to load and deploy oysters and shells for a harvester oyster relay project scheduled for later this winter or early spring 2008.

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Seafood Technology bureau has recertified 53 Mississippi seafood dealer/processors post-Katrina compared to 75 dealer/processors prior to the storm.
Office of Comprehensive Resource Management Plan
The office represented the State of Mississippi as a member of the Gulf of Mexico resilience work group.   Projects included working with other agencies including NOAA/EPA/Coastal Services etc. to define “resiliency”.  This is the new key term, the group has agreed thus far on the following defininition: "Resilience is the capacity of human and natural/physical systems to adapt/adjust to and recover from change."

Assisted with the development of the environmental assessment for the Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area it was completed and sent to National Park Service.
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