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Alabama met its NMFS MRFSS quotas in all modes for Wave 6 (Nov -Dec).  However, Alabama did not meet its add-on quota in charter mode during Wave 6 due in part to a lack of fishing activity.  For the year, Alabama samplers collected 2,567 angler interviews (17 % above the annual quota) and measured and/or weighed nearly 3,900 fish representing 57 species of fish. 

 

Pilot at-sea head boat survey was completed December, 2007.  This ended a four-year project designed to collect catch and harvest information from head boat anglers using MRD observers who accompanied anglers on fishing trips.  The observers also attempted to collect length and release condition of released fish during these trips.  For 2007, 494 anglers were interviewed during 22 head boat trips.  Initial comparisons between the at-sea pilot survey (AL & FL  for 2004-2006) and Beaufort logbook survey indicated that observed data had more detailed fish information (more accurate numbers of species and fish caught and released by trip and larger numbers of fish lengths and weights collected) but the method for determining effort within the at-sea survey led to high variability.  The consensus among the comparison participants was that a combination of the two surveys would probably be best.

As of December 31, 2007, more than 9,500 (>$1.9 million) commercial EDRP forms collecting detailed fishing effort data have been completed and submitted for payment.

MRD has begun the initial phases of implementing an EDPR aimed to aid the recovery efforts of Alabama seafood dealers and seafood related businesses sustaining losses from the storms of 2005.  This program is the first of its kind to be implemented in Alabama.  A total of $6.4 million has been reserved for this program; $2 million of this money has been reserved for the development of a seafood wasted recycling center in Bayou La Batre.

The trip ticket program continues operation.  Currently, there are 31 dealers actively reporting landings using the electronic program.  These landings represent around 50% of the total commercial trips reported and over 60% of the total reported landings. 

The fall shrimp and groundfish cruise totaled seven day and three night stations taken on October 9, and November 6, 2007. Shrimp were taken at eight of the 10 stations. White shrimp were the most abundant captured (36), followed by pink (30), and brown shrimp (1). Bycatch ranged from 4.1 to 124.8 kilograms. Bycatch was dominated by Atlantic croaker, silver sea trout (Cynoscion nothus) Atlantic butterfish (Peprilus burti) and inshore lizardfish.  A total of 118 juvenile red snapper was captured with 100 captured at two stations just south of Dauphin Island.  Red snapper were taken at five of the 10 sample stations.
Alabama Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force sent out a draft document of a Memorandum of Understanding for species control to all departments for review.  The task force is awaiting response.
The Division completed a spotted seatrout assessment this year and has received outside review comments which are being addressed and incorporated..
The Enforcement section has been busy checking IFQ Red Snapper Boats landing in Alabama.  There were increases in the number of landings during the last quarter of 2007.  This was partly due to several of the IFQ Red Snapper fishermen waiting until the end of the year to fill their quota because they felt that prices would be higher during this time period. 

The Enforcement section monitored the gill net roe fishery during November and December 2007.  Catches were above normal but prices remained lower than past peak years.
The Enforcement section is in the process of requesting registers, conducting interviews, and filling two new enforcement officer positions, one in Mobile County and one in Baldwin County. 
The Enforcement section assisted in the recovery efforts for the four young children, ages 4 months, one year, two years, and three years old, allegedly murdered by their father, Lam Luong.
The Enforcement section has participated in two homeland security exercises:  One full-scale exercise in Mobile County sponsored by the Mobile County Emergency Management Agency and one tabletop exercise in Montgomery sponsored by the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.
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