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The Socioeconomic Panel (SEP) met via conference call to discuss Reef fish Amendment 30-B on March 25, 2008.  The conference call started at 1:00 pm ET.
Following opening remarks by Mike Jepson, the SEP chair, and adoption of the agenda, with modifications, Assane Diagne provided an overview of actions considered in Amendment 30-B.  Tony Lamberte summarized the qualitative discussion provided in the amendment for actions related to setting SFA thresholds and benchmarks and for actions related to marine protected areas. Dr. Lamberte concluded with a discussion on the federal compliance action. 

Tony Lamberte and Jim Waters discussed the approach used in evaluating management measures for the commercial sector. During subsequent discussions and in response to SEP questions, Dr. Waters provided and overview of the model that he developed, discussed the logbook data used, and pointed out the limitations of the model. Specifically, he indicated that the model was a trip level static model and that feedback interaction between biomass and effort was not accounted for by the model. The SEP panel suggested that the model developed by Dr. Waters could be expanded to include dynamic components.     

During his review of allocations actions and measures pertaining to the recreational sector, Assane Diagne indicated that approaches developed by David Carter and Juan Agar were not yet available for use because they were under review. A simpler approach based on proportional reductions in effort and landings was used instead.   

Concerning the discussion on marine reserves, panel members indicated that they were surprised to see them included in this amendment given the level of complexity and the range of issues that the implementation of marine reserves may raise.  

SEP members indicated that action on federal compliance appeared to be precedent setting. Steven Holiman discussed the motivation behind the federal compliance action included in the amendment and highlighted the difficulties in providing a quantitative analysis for such an action.  Panel members suggested looking at an analysis for enforcement of this regulation using the probability of detection and then coming up with expected values. Expected values could be considered for inclusion in Dr. Waters modeling approach. The panel made the following motion:
Motion: Develop expected values for enforcement compliance with the regulations for the commercial model developed by Jim Waters.  
Motion passed by voice vote
Mike Jepson indicated that the SEP needs to discuss at a later date the extent to which the SEP need to get involved in the amendment development process as well as the role of SEP within the SEDAR process. 
In other business, Steve Holiman indicated that recreational and commercial interests have gotten together and hired Trevor Kensington to evaluate the stock assessment and comment on whether it is accurate enough to justify the proposed reductions.  His findings are scheduled for discussion at the April Council meeting. Mike Jepson informed the panel that an SEP workgroup including anthropologists and sociologists are scheduled to meet on May 14, 2008 in Tampa to discuss social aspects of allocation.  

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM.
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