
An Examination of Public Testimony Information and MRFSS Effort Data in Regard to Changes in Offshore Fishing Effort 2004-2007

At the request of the Council, staff examined public testimony from the Council meeting to see if there is quantitative information to back up the claim that at least part of the 45% reduction in gag fishing mortality has already been met.  The MRFSS EEZ data was also examined for changes in 2007 from the 2004-2006 baseline.  Please note that the 2007 data is preliminary.  
Assuming that the Council sets TAC at OY based on maximum-yield-per-recruit, the gag TAC in 2008 will be 3.13 mp.  In order to determine the percent reduction needed, some estimate of what would be expected to be caught in the absence of any regulatory changes is needed.  The proxy for expected catch that is used in Amendment 30B is the average catch during 2004-2006.  However, during this period there was a downward trend in landings.
	Year
	Comm. Landings
	Rec. Landings
	Total

	2004
	2.90
	4.91
	7.81

	2005
	2.49
	3.53
	6.02

	2006
	1.33
	1.95
	3.28

	Average
	2.24
	3.46
	5.70 (Baseline)


Source: Table 2.3.4 in Amendment 30B
The percent reduction needed from the 5.70 mp baseline to a 3.13 mp TAC in 2008 is 45%.  To see if some portion of this 45% could be assumed to have already occurred, I reviewed transcripts on the public testimony from the January Council meeting and identified several speakers whose testimony suggested that they might be able to provide annual numbers of trips made, offshore tackle sales, or other possible proxies.  I then contacted these people to see if they could expand on their testimony and provide annual numbers for 2004-2007.  I also made a request for such data during the Amendment 30B public hearings.  Several people indicated they could provide some numbers, but to date I’ve only received data from four.  While this is a very small sample size, there appears to be a consistent indication of some reduction in effort.
	Change in Effort (no. of trips):  2004-2006 average vs. 2007
From public testimony 

	
	2004 
	2005 
	2006 
	
	04-06 Ave 
	2007 
	% Δ 

	Fisherman A 
	8 
	6 
	6 
	
	6.67 
	5 
	-25% 

	Diver A 
	17 
	10 
	16 
	
	14.33 
	18 
	+26% 

	Guide A 
	114 
	95 
	90 
	
	99.67 
	53 
	-47% 

	FWC Patrol BB 
	87 
	90 
	58 
	
	78.33 
	43 
	-45% 

	Average 
	
	-23% 


I also looked at changes in offshore fishing effort as estimated by MRFSS.  I only looked at offshore effort off of Florida to focus on trips more likely to be fishing for grouper than for red snapper, but the results are virtually identical even if examined on a Gulf-wide basis.  
	Change in Effort (no. of trips):  2004-2006 average vs. 2007
From MRFSS offshore trips – West Florida EEZ 

	
	2004 
	2005 
	2006 
	
	04-06 Ave 
	2007 
	% Δ 

	MRFSS 
	1,695,432 
	1,307,421 
	1,284,516 
	
	1,429,123 
	1,226,457 
	-14% 


The results suggest that a reduction of 14% to 23% in effort from the baseline may have already occurred.  If this is the case, than the additional reduction needed by regulation would be 22% to 31%.
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