























































































































































































































Philip J. Sykes
MXG/QAP 3-3894
A person's character is his fate.



From: jeff [ipn01964@tampabay.rr.com]

Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2008 6:27 PM
To: GulfCouncil

Subject: proposed grouper regs

Attachments: 12Ibs.jpg; 13lbs, 30.jpg

Hi, lve heard about the proposed new regulations for the gag and black grouper and just wanted to give you my thoughts
as a frequent recreational grouper fisherman. | have been fishing in florida for 20 years now and | can’t believe you are
talking about closing the grouper season in the middie of the snow bird invasion. This doesn’t make sense to me for a
couple of reasons, the weather during that time is often too windy and uncomfortable for most folks and the bay is usually
clear of boats on those days. Also the charter captains would definitely miss a big part of their season. All of this is coming
about because of what | believe is misinformation. | have been catching alot more gag grouper than ever before and
especially since the last red tide kill. The keepers I've been catching are bigger and the amount of shorties has tripled,
there is no problem with the grouper population. The one problem you could address is one you created 15 or 20 years
ago when you closed the harvest of jew fish, The goliathe grouper have rebounded with an insatiable appetite for any fish
unfortunate to swim by. | have caught alot more of those in the 25-50Ib range and when they move into one of my rock
piles the gags disappear. | feel if you were to open season on them with very strict guidelines and a special license it
would help both populations as they even eat their own young. | would love to take any of you fishing and show you how
well the population is doing, | try to go at least a couple of times a week, the hard part now is affording the fuel. Please
feel free to call if you need actual sizes and approximate #s. I've included a couple from this week. My # is 813-245-5808.
Thanks for listening, my Northern families winter vacations depend on your rulings, Jeff from Ruskin



From: Cielukowski, John E [John.E.Cielukowski@iapws.com]

Sent: Monday, February 18, 2008 2:17 PM
To: GulfCouncil
Subject: Catch Limits

To Whom It may Concern,
Please set science-based catch limits that include bycatch to end overfishing.

Thank you.

John Cielukowski
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931

etk CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE **+~

This email may contain IAP Worldwide Services trade secrets and/or proprietary information. This email is intended to be reviewed only by the individual or
organization named above. If you are not the intended recipient or an authorized representative of the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review,
dissemination or copying of this email and its attachments, if any, or the information contained herein is prohibited. If you have received this email in error, please
immediately notify the sender by return email and delete this emall and attachments, if any, from your system.

ek DISCLAIMER NOTICE **+**
Any opinions stated in this email are those solely of the author and do not necessarily represent those of AP Worldwide Services and/or its affiliates.



From: Fuller, Doug [dfuller@LandAm.com]

Sent: Friday, February 15, 2008 1:46 PM
To: GulfCouncil
Subject: New restrictions

I do not believe that your recreational snapper & grouper data is correct. | furthermore cannot believe that you are paid out
of my tax dollars! 1would love it if the rec group could put together a COUNCIL & check on you motives & go hand &
hand going over a new program in collecting ACCURATE data. | was told by a local CFA member that you collect
recreational numbers by calling fishermen & asking how many fish they caught....are you crazy? Sure...that's going to
be accurate.....just ask any fisherman how many & how big.. ever heard of a fisherman stretching the truth?/  Now try
showing up at the docks & doing an actual count. HUGE difference!!!ll when you deal with facts & not arbitrary numbers.
Of course you want the numbers to stack up against us. No ask a commercial fisherman to AMIT how many fish they
caught. Lets see what common sense says.... This is so heartbreaking that we have such misaligned guidance. Also it
is obvious that you are all about reducing our freedoms to have what god gave to us so your dip-sh-t money groping
commercial fisherman can search & destroy. Why is it you fail to see that people go off shore less due to gas prices. Are
you being intentionally stupid? Even an idiot can figure that out. | wish the money that goes into paying dishonest
organizations as yours would go into creating more & more reefs & offshore habitat. LIMITED TO RECREATIONAL
FISHERMEN! . | spend a lot of hard earned money going out about once a month & rarely catch a limit. You are really
ruining a lot of hard working peoples day THANKYOU SO MUCH FOR YOU MIS_GUIDANCE!

Doug.



From: Bradlee E. Bruner [bbruner@drummondbank.com]
Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2008 1:11 PM
To: GulfCouncil

Members of the Gulf Council,

I am a recreational fisherman that primarily fishes the Gulf of Mexico. | generally target gag grouper, but occasionally
make trips to the Middle Grounds. In recent times, | have not been financially able to fish as often as | would like due to
high fuel prices and a thirsty boat. | do not support reductions in the recreational trip limits as action is not needed. The
gag stocks are in great shape. During recent spear fishing trips, | have seen more fish than | can remember. There are so
many fish hanging on a few of my favorite spots there is not one resident goliath grouper, there are sometimes several.
These fish eat an incredible amount of lesser fish, including gag and red grouper. Their population is exploding. This is
confirmed by rumblings of a possible season or tag system for harvesting them. | ask you this- how could an apex
predator like a jewfish have an exploding population without a supporting food source?

A few years ago, the Gulf Council voted to reduce the recreational limit to one red grouper because they were being over
fished. | read on the gulf council's own website that this reduction was made with bad science and that the population was
in fine shape. Why hasn't the recreational limit been returned to 3 or 5 fish, even 2? | also noticed that the commercial
quota was extended 400,000 pounds because the fishery was in better shape. If something was ever fishy, that move
wreaks. Based on the historical actions of the GC, | implore the council to hold off until a better study can be done on the
grouper stocks. If eye witness accounts need to be made, | offer either a dive or conventional trip to any of the council
members or scientists.

Why is it that all of the GC’s proposals have an option with close to a 70% allocation to commercial interests? Being an
arm of the Department of Commerce, the GC should take into account the livelihood of the many thousands of people that
will be affected by this ruling. It simply isn’t worth the $250-400 average cost for a shallow water grouper trip to bring
home one fish. This is going to greatly affect the supporting industries to people like me. | usually stop at a bait shop that
is run by a former commercial net fisherman. He has managed to find a way to make a living after the public voted in the
net ban. In speaking with him, he is already in rough times from the reduced number of trips made by recreational
fishermen due to high fuel prices, the proposed changes will likely run him out of business. | am sure he isn't the lone
ranger. | need not remind you the commercial fishery has a 580 some million dollar impact to the economy, the
recreational is close to 5 billion. While grouper fishing in the Gulf of Mexico doesn’t account for a majority of that number,
but it is essential to the local economies of the Gulf coast of Florida.



From: Mike Setzer [mike.setzer@vcigroupinc.comj

Sent: Thursday, February 14, 2008 12:40 PM

To: Mike Setzer; GulfCouncil

Cc: Charlie.Crist@MyFlorida.com; Jeff. Kottkamp@MyFlorida.com;
oelrich.steve.web@flsenate.gov

Subject: GOM recreational limit changes

Members of the Gulf Council,

| am a recreational fisherman that primarily fishes the Gulf of Mexico. | generally target gag grouper, but
occasionally make trips to the Middle Grounds. In recent times, | have not been financially able to fish as often as | would
like due to high fuel prices and a thirsty boat. | do not support reductions in the recreational trip limits as action is not
needed. The gag stocks are in great shape. During recent spear fishing trips, | have seen more fish than | can remember.
There are so many fish hanging on a few of my favorite spots there is not one resident goliath grouper, there are
sometimes several. These fish eat an incredible amount of lesser fish, including gag and red grouper. Their population is
exploding. This is confirmed by rumblings of a possible season or tag system for harvesting them. | ask you this- how
could an apex predator like a jewfish have an exploding population without a supporting food source?

A few years ago, the Gulf Council voted to reduce the recreational limit to one red grouper because they were
being over fished. | read on the gulf council’'s own website that this reduction was made with bad science and that the
population was in fine shape. Why hasn’t the recreational limit been returned to 3 or 5 fish, even 2? | also noticed that the
commercial quota was extended 400,000 pounds because the fishery was in better shape. If something was ever fishy,
that move wreaks. Based on the historical actions of the GC, | implore the council to hold off until a better study can be
done on the grouper stocks. If eye witness accounts need to be made, | offer either a dive or conventional trip to any of
the council members or scientists.

Why is it that all of the GC’s proposals have an option with close to a 70% allocation to commercial interests?
Being an arm of the Department of Commerce, the GC should take into account the livelihood of the many thousands of
people that will be affected by this ruling. It simply isn’'t worth the $250-400 average cost for a shallow water grouper trip
to bring home one fish. This is going to greatly affect the supporting industries to people like me. | usually stop at a bait
shop that is run by a former commercial net fisherman. He has managed to find a way to make a living after the public
voted in the net ban. In speaking with him, he is already in rough times from the reduced number of trips made by
recreational fishermen due to high fuel prices, the proposed changes will likely run him out of business and displace him
for the second time. | supported the net ban and the fishery has responded in amazing ways, but | do feel sympathy for
the people involved in this and the pain they may endure. | am sure he isn’t the lone ranger. | need not remind you the
commercial fishery has a 580 some million dollar impact to the economy, the recreational is close to 5 billion. While
grouper fishing in the Gulf of Mexico doesn’t account for a majority of that number, but it is essential to the local
economies of the Gulf coast of Florida.

Best Regards,

Mike Setzer

Construction Manager, VCI Group Inc.
352-219-8906



Subject: FW: new gag grouper limit

- Original Message

: wayne.swingle@gulfcouncil.org
Sent: Tuesday, January 29, 2008 5:04 PM
Subject: new gag grouper limit

My name is Robert Slusser. | am a resident of Crystal River, FL and have been most of my life.

| am a grouper fisherman that is very aganist this new gag grouper limit, not as much as the season being closed for 5
months. In my opion if you are so concerned about the grouper population, you should go after the comerical guys. |
have heard stories of them using undersized fish for bait. They are the ones you should be going after, not the pubilic!
Thanks, Robert



=

Subject: FW: Proposed Grouper Regulation changes

From: Roger Philpot [mailto:roger.philpot@earthlink.net]

Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2008 5:40 PM

To: tom.mcIlwain@usm.edu; rshipp@jaguarl.usouthal.edu; Wayne Swingle; Richard Leard; Steven Atran; Assane
Diagne; morris@ncf.edu; chancyw@gulftel.com; hkaywilliams@hotmail.com; svillere@vilquest.com

Subject: Proposed Grouper Regulation changes

I am writing to state my opposition to the proposed changes in grouper fishing regulations for the Gulf of Mexico. | argue
that the proposed regulations will have an adverse effect on the recreational fishing industry in Florida. These regulations
are not based on accurate science, and do not result from a sensible compromise.

The Gulf Council’'s (GC) proposed changes in grouper fishing regulations will close the season for 5 months and reduce
the bag limit from five gag grouper to one. These changes will undermine the customer base of the gulf coast marinas and
may force some of them out of business. Please do not underestimate the contribution of gulf coast grouper fishermen to
the $6 billion/yr saltwater recreational fishing industry. To put it in perspective, my average grouper-fishing trip is $250-
600. That is proportional to the tax rebate suggested by the President Bush and Congress to stimulate the economy. If the
President thinks that is a significant amount of money, shouldn’t the GC? Many of the marinas and bait stores in Florida
are struggling, possibly due to the reduced number of trips most anglers can afford because of the high fuel prices. This
also reduces the pressure from recreational fisherman. Further reductions in trip limits will exacerbate the situation and
could result in the closure of these services.

The GC argues that their decisions are based on “the best available science.” That is a misleading statement, because
their science is inaccurate and error-taden. This has been proven before. Past assertions by the GC on the dwindling
stocks of red grouper have been proven erroneous. The last time the GC tried to change the grouper fishing regulations,
Florida’s Judge Steele declared their actions both “arbitrary and capricious”.

The crux of the current issue is the number of “short” gag grouper killed by recreational fisherman per “keeper” gag
grouper. The GC has suggested values as high as 5-7 “short” grouper killed per “keeper”. These numbers don’t reflect my
experience over the past few years. In fact we have not killed a single “short” gag grouper on my boat in that time period.
This results from my fishing strategy, which is common among recreational grouper fishermen. 1) | fish in shallow water,
normally 40 feet or less. The shallower the water, the less decompression stress on released fish. 2) | fish with circle
hooks. Circle hooks minimize the possibility of a “gut-hook” and increase the chance of the rapid release of an unharmed
fish. 3) | want to catch "keeper” grouper; | do not want to catch “short” grouper. | switch baits, re-anchor near-by or move
to a different location if | am catching “short” grouper. The GC needs to improve their science before making changes to
the grouper fishing regulations. As it stands, the GC'’s science does not paint an accurate picture of recreational grouper
fishing in the Gulf of Mexico.

At this time, the proposed changes are not warranted. If the GC must act, | strongly urge a compromise between existing
regulations and the proposed regulations. | suggest that the closed season remains one month, from February 15- March
15. If the issue truly rests in short kill to keeper ratio, eliminate this altogether by removing minimum lengths. If the first X
number of fish are kept, there is no kill to keeper ratio. This, in fact, is the only way to eliminate this problem. This
compromise would allow the GC to protect the GOM grouper fishery.



From: Barbara Sutton [barbs45@peoplepc.com]

Sent: Saturday, February 02, 2008 8:10 PM
To: GulfCouncil
Subject: FW: Grouper Restrictions for Recreational Fishermen

I would like to protest the proposed grouper restriction for recreational fishermen.
Limiting the recreational fisherman to 1 grouper per person is too stringent.

I have fished from the Crystal River area down to the Florida Keys and I find that there are
more grouper today than there have been in the past. I believe this is proof that the
current restrictions are working very well and do not need to be increased.

I feel that the commercial fisherman harvest more grouper than all of the recreational
fishermen combined.

Please reconsider this proposed restriction because with the high cost of gas/oil you might
as well not go fishing for grouper if the more stringent restrictions are passed.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Eugene H. Sutton, Recreational Fisherman

2196 S. Gulfwater Pt.
Crystal River, FL 34429

No virus found in this outgoing message.
Checked by AVG Free Edition.
Version: 7.5.516 / Virus Database: 269.19.19/1256 - Release Date: 2/2/2008 1:50 PM



From: MikeSetzer1@aol.com

Sent: Friday, February 01, 2008 5:53 PM
To: GulfCouncil
Subject: Proposed Regulation Changes

Good Afternoon,

I am taking the opportunity to write again to reiterate that changes to the recreational bag limits are not needed.
| looked back through my fishing logs and | found that since fuel has been over $2.00 a gallon, | have fished less than half
since then. | averaged 32 days on the water per year with fuel <$2, and 14 trips per year since. [ say trips because two
years ago because | purchased a boat specifically with the range to make the Middle Grounds. | have a job that affords
me more expendable cash than the average guy, so | know it has hurt some far more than .

| understand that the Middle Grounds are under review to be closed under the 'islands in the sea’ bill. There is
absolutely NO reason for this. | spent a bunch of money just to go sample this pristine fishing area. It is quite the
adventure. Redundant VHFs & GPS, EPIRBS, and other safety equipment were purchased just to do this safely. Some of
it I would not have bought had | known it would be taken away from me.

Another issue | have is with the shrimpers. Daily, each one of those boats kill more juvenile fish than 1000 recreational
fisherman could possibly Kill in a lifetime. 1 know that the GC has made efforts to curb this, but how much better would my
fishery be without them? Farm raised shrimp tastes just as good, doesn't kill everything in a 100" swath, and is cheaper
than Gulf caught shrimp. Since being offered, | have bought only farm raised shrimp at the grocer. Remove the shrimp
boats and | bet there wouldn't need to be size or quantity limits on Grouper or American Red Snapper, much less closed
seasons.

Lastly, the quantity of fish | have caught and seen (I spearfish too) this year has been far greater than any year in
memory. The fishery is fine and additional restrictions are not needed.

Sincerely,
Michael S Setzer
13016 SW 28 PL
Archer, FL, 32618
352-219-89086

Who's never won? Biggest Grammy Award surprises of all time on AOL Music.




From: Bradiee E. Bruner [bbruner@drummondbank.com]

Sent: Friday, February 01, 2008 10:22 AM
To: GulifCouncil
Subject: Amendment 30B

I am writing to state my opposition to the proposed changes in grouper fishing regulations for the Gulf of
Mexico. I argue that the proposed regulations will have an adverse effect on the recreational fishing industry in
Florida, are not based on accurate science, and do not result from a sensible compromise.



From: Benjie Bates [Benjie@bates-hewett.com]

Sent: Friday, February 01, 2008 8:12 AM
To: GulfCouncil
Subject: Public Imput

Good Morning,

| was just reading about how you have looking for public imput reguarding the closure of gag grouper and a 1 fish per day
restriction. | believe this will be detrimental to the local economies and end one of the greatest past times of many people.
Please consider the cost today of owning a boat, gas prices, hotel stays, food and ice sales generated by myself and
others going fishing in the gulf and how with these proposed changes will effect that.

| strongly urge you not the pass this into law.

Benjie Bates, CPIA

Bates Hewett & Floyd Insurance
3400 crill Ave. Suite 2

Palatka, Fl 32177

Phone: (386) 328-1100

Fax: (386) 329-1100

You cannot bind, alter or cancel coverage without speaking to a licensed agent. Coverage cannot be assumed
to be bound without confirmation from a licensed agent. :

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE

The information contained in this communication, including attachments is privileged and confidential. It is
intended only for the exclusive use of the addressee. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, or the employee or agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby
notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
have received this communication in error, please notify us by telephone immediately. Thank you.





