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Update on Offshore LNG Facilities in the Gulf of Mexico

The Gulf Gateway Energy Bridge received their record of decision to operate a liquefied natural gas (LNG) facility on December 31, 2003.  The site is located 116 miles south of Cameron, Louisiana in 298 feet of water.  The facility consists of a submerged turret loading system that is comprised of a submerged turret buoy, chains, lines and anchors, a flexible riser, and a subsea manifold.  All LNG regasification takes place onboard the specially designed vessels.  At the Gulf Gateway Energy Bridge facility, the vessels operate in an open loop mode, but have the ability to function in a closed loop mode also.  The facility received their first LNG shipment on March 17, 2005 becoming the nation’s first offshore LNG terminal.  The Gulf Gateway Energy Bridge facility has a base-load capacity of 500 million cubic feet per day of natural gas with a peak of 690 million cubic feet per day.  The vessels use approximately 76 million gallons of water per day to regasify the LNG.  An ichthyoplankton monitoring report for 2005 and 2006 has been released. 
The Main Pass Energy Hub originally applied for a deepwater port license as an open loop facility.  On May 5, 2006, the Governor of Louisiana used the adjacent coastal state authority to veto the project based on proposed use of an open loop regasification system. On May 31, 2006, the applicant resubmitted an amended application, proposing the use of a closed loop regasification system.  A favorable record of decision was issued on January 3, 2007.  The facility is proposed to be located 16 miles off the Louisiana coast in 210 feet of water on an existing sulphur platform.  
The Bienville Offshore Energy Terminal filed a deepwater port application on January 12, 2006 for a LNG facility to be located 63 miles south of Mobile Point, Alabama in 425 feet of water.  The proposed facility will consist of a HiLoad Unit, a floating structure connecting directly to the LNG carrier hull.  A draft environmental impact statement (DEIS) was released on July 6, 2007.  The comment period for the DEIS closed on August 20, 2007 and the Maritime Administration (MARAD) and the U.S. Coast Guard stopped the regulatory clock on August 21, 2007 to allow more time to gather information for the final EIS, mainly concerning impacts to marine fisheries.  The DEIS stated that “The four representative species used in this analysis (red drum, red snapper, Gulf menhaden, and bay anchovy) are represented within the SEAMAP data used for the proposed BOET site, but are not necessarily considered the most representative of the marine fisheries found at that location.”  It also stated that “these species of concern are not intended to represent the potential impacts to all species at the proposed BOET site.”
Port Dolphin Energy LLC filed its license application on March 29, 2007 for a LNG facility located 28 miles offshore of Tampa, Florida in approximately 100 feet of water. The proposed port would consist of two mooring areas centered on two submerged turret loading buoys similar to those used in the Gulf Gateway Energy Bridge facility. The proposed port would be capable of mooring up to two Shuttle and Re-gasification Vessels (SRV).  The SRVs are vessels designed to regasify the LNG onboard the vessel in a closed loop regasification system.  On August 10, 2007, MARAD and the Coast Guard stopped the regulatory time clock to allow for more information to be gathered for developing the EIS.  While the facility will regasify the LNG in a closed loop mode, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and NMFS have expressed concerns over possible impacts to fish and invertebrates due to water usage for cooling the vessels’ engines while regasifying the LNG.
