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Shrimp and Crab Bureau
All Emergency Disaster Recovery Program (EDRP) Crab Derelict Trap Program participants will be provided with fifty crab traps equipped with escape rings and terrapin excluder devices.  To date, 1,500 new traps have been distributed to Mississippi fishermen.

The Mississippi Crab Task Force met December 11, 2007 to discuss EDRP I commercial crab data results and EDRP II plans.  The 2008 MS Derelict Crab Trap Cleanup was held from March 9 -21.  Preliminary results for 2008: 400 traps removed.  (Over 11,500 derelict traps were removed and recycled in 2007; 16,000 to date.)

A new site has been added to the MS Real-Time Hydrological Monitoring Program at Popps Ferry Bridge in Biloxi Bay.  This is the 9th monitoring station installed since all were lost in Hurricane Katrina.  Data on water temperature, salinity and tidal stage are updated every 15 minutes and are available from the DMR webpage at www.dmr.state.ms.us. 
Public meetings were held with shrimp and crab fishermen in February 2008 to share EDRP results to date and get their input on EDRP II plans.  Contracts are currently being signed by eligible fishermen to participate in these programs.
Finfish Bureau
There are 57 charter boats participating in the recovery program.  As of February 29, 2008, 4,180 charter trips have been reported.  The charter vessel fisheries recovery report program is ongoing with EDRP 1 funds. Forty-five commercial fishermen have signed contract in February to participate in fisheries recovery monitoring that will begin March 15, 2008.  

A program to release juvenile red snapper on Mississippi’s offshore artificial reef sites is ongoing. Currently red snapper larvae have been reared under experimental conditions and feeding rates were determined for optimal growth. Wild caught red snapper will be stripped spawned this spring and the larvae grown to 3-6 inches before tagging and releasing on Mississippi’s offshore reefs.

On December 18, 2007 the Mississippi Commission on Marine Resources voted to change the recreational minimum size limit on spotted seatrout, from 14 to 13 inches.  This regulation went into effect on February 16, 2008.  The possession limit of 15 fish remains the same.

No fishing records were submitted in January or February of 2008.

Shellfish Bureau

Oyster season continued on a limited basis on the major reefs in the western Mississippi Sound. Final harvest data indicates that 4,087 boat trips were made with a total of 66,817 sacks being harvested through February, 2008

The Shellfish Bureau met with Mississippi Oyster Harvesters and signed contracts with 140 fishermen for the EDRP II oyster relay program to begin March 17th 2008.

Plans are underway for an oyster shell/ limestone spring 2008 cultch plant on public oyster seed grounds. 

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Seafood Technology Bureau (STB) has completed two Tideland’s Research projects: 

1) Vibrio Education and other Seafood Illnessess

2) Development of Seafood Business Guide and Brochure for the Seafood Industry
The STB Staff participated in several public outreach activities: Seafood marketing and oyster PHP technologies promotional outreach at Mississippi Trade Expo 2008 at Jackson, MS. (Est. 5,000 attendees in a 3-day convention) on January 15-17. 2008

The STB sponsored FDA Training: Basic Shellfish Plant Sanitation Procedures Training Course, attended by 25 participants from all over the US on February 5-7, 2008.
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