Summary of Revisions to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s Generic Amendment to Provide for Regulation of Offshore Marine Aquaculture
May 23, 2008
The interdisciplinary planning team continued to make revisions to the Aquaculture Amendment based on comments made by NOAA General Counsel and the public, and motions approved by the Gulf Council during the April 2008 meeting.  The May 23, 2008, public hearing draft contains significant revisions to actions and alternatives since the December 7, 2007, public hearing draft.  The following summarizes changes made to the amendment, as well as changes still needing to be made.  

Revisions

1.0 Executive Summary and Fishery Impact Statement/Social Impact Analysis 
· These sections were updated to reflect changes to alternatives and actions, including addition of Action 9 (biological reference points and status determination criteria)
2.0 Introduction
· The Management History section was updated to include additional information on the National Offshore Aquaculture Acts of 2005 and 2007, and on aquaculture recommendations made by the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy.  

· Descriptions of NOAA’s 10 year plan for marine aquaculture and the 2007 National Marine Aquaculture Summit were included. 

· A brief description of Santa Barbara Mariculture, a commercial operation growing mussels on long lines in California waters, was included. 

3.0 Purpose and Need
· Additional text was added describing the authority of NOAA Fisheries Service and the Council to regulate offshore marine aquaculture.  

4.0 Management Alternatives
· Alternatives for each action were revised.  Changes are highlighted in yellow and deletions have been struck through.  

· Issues and questions that have yet to be addressed by the Council or the Interdisciplinary Planning Team are highlighted in green.  

· The order of Actions 2 and 3 were reversed.

· Actions 2 and 8 were reorganized and in some instances significantly edited.  

· Discussions for each Action were revised to reflect changes to alternatives

· Table 4.1.1 was added to Section 4.1.  This table describes various criteria for approving, denying, or modifying aquaculture permits. 

· Table 4.6.1 (coordinates for aquaculture zones) and Figure 4.6.1 (aquaculture zones) were added to the amendment

· Action 9 (status determination criteria and biological reference points) and Table 4.9.1 (estimated OY/MSY) were added to the amendment. 

· For each Action, the Summary Comparison of Physical, Biological, and Ecological Consequences was revised and updated to reflect changes to alternatives.  Additional revisions and additions to these sections are still necessary.  

· For each Action, revisions still need to be made to the Summary Comparison of Socioeconomic and Administrative Consequences.
5.0 Affected Environment
· No changes were made to this section.  Additional information describing the aquaculture industry, including allowable aquaculture systems, needs to be included.  
6.0 Environmental Consequences

· Only a few changes were made to this section.  

· The order of Actions 2 and 3 were reversed, and a placeholder for Action 9 (Section 6.10) was added. 

· Section 6.1 is largely complete.  Sections 6.2-6.18 need to be updated to reflect changes to actions and alternatives.
7.0 Regulatory Impact Review

· No changes were made to this section.  Changes need to be made to reflect the new range of actions and alternatives. 

8.0 Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

· No changes were made to this section.  Changes need to be made to reflect the new range of actions and alternatives. 

9.0 Other Applicable Laws

· No changes were made to this section.  This section is largely complete

10.0 References

· New references were included that are cited in Section 4.0
11.0 List of Preparers

· No changes were made to this section.  This section is complete

12.0 List of Agencies, Organizations, and Persons to Whom Copies of the Statement are Sent  

· No changes were made to this section.  This section will be modified as necessary to ensure that appropriate organizations and agencies receive a copy of the amendment for review and comment. 

13.0 Public Hearing Locations and Dates

· The February 19, 2008, Islamorada public hearing was added to the list of locations.
14.0 Index

· The index was not updated.  The index will be updated once all necessary changes are made to the public hearing draft. 

15.0 Figures 

· Figures have not been updated.  Figures will be updated to reflect new information provided by the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission.   

Appendices 

· Appendix D was updated to include alternatives considered, but rejected by the Council during the January and April 2008 meetings.  
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