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This partial summary contains only the SSC comments on Reef Fish Amendment 30B. 

Reef Fish Amendment 30B

Action 1 – Set Gag Thresholds and Benchmarks

That SSC felt that, since the parameters based on MAX were equal to the actual MSY parameters based on the actual estimate of MSY, the MAX based parameters were the most appropriate under the national standard guidelines.  However, it was noted by an SSC member that the technical guidance to the national standard guidelines are likely to be reviewed and revised as a result of changes under the Magnuson-Stevens Reauthorization Act, particularly with respect to the overfished threshold (MSST).

By a vote of 9 to 2, the SSC supports Alternative 2: Set minimum stock size threshold (MSST), maximum fishing mortality threshold (MFMT), and optimum yield (OY) based on the biomass reference point corresponding to maximum yield per recruit (MAX), which in this instance is the proxy for maximum sustainable yield (MSY).  Set MFMT equal to FMAX, set MSST equal to:



Option a. (1-M)*SSBMAX (M = 0.14)

  and set OY equal to: 


Option e. the yield at 75 percent of FMAX 

At this point a quorum was lost, but the remaining SSC members decided to continue without a quorum.
Action 2 – Red Grouper Minimum Stock Size Threshold

Steven Atran noted that this section was included only in the event that the Council selected an MSST for gag other than (1-m)*BMSY, in order to allow a consistent definition to be adopted for red grouper

By consensus, the SSC has no objection to Alternative 1, the status quo.

Action 3 – Set Gag TAC

Doug Gregory suggested that in Table 2.3.1, it would be more useful to show equilibrium biomass rather than equilibrium yield, since the yields did not vary that much but were based on different spawning stock biomass levels.  Some SSC members felt that the TACs based on FOY were too restrictive, but that TACs based on the FMAX (FMSY proxy) were too close to the overfishing threshold.  A suggestion was made that intermediate TACs might be adopted.

By consensus, the SSC states that Alternative 2 seems to be too stringent, while Alternative 3 is not stringent enough. No proposed alternative is preferred by the panel.
Action 4 – Set Red Grouper TAC

An SSC member noted that the SSC had set ABC for red grouper at its March and May 2007 meetings, and that recommendation should be included in the amendment.  The SSC’s recommendations from those meetings state, “The SSC recommends an ABC of 7.6 million pounds, which is consistent with recommendations made by the SEDAR 12 Review Panel”.
It was noted that since SSB is already at about the OY level, fishing at FOY meant maintaining current stock biomass levels rather than continuing to rebuild.  It was also noted that fishing at the FMSY level meant fishing right at the overfishing threshold.
By a vote of 8 to 0, the SSC supports Alternative 2:  Set red grouper TAC at the constant catch level corresponding to fishing at equilibrium FOY.   TAC would be 7.57 mp.

Action 5 – Red and Gag Grouper Allocations

The SSC recommendation from Amendment 30A to form an Ad Hoc working group be formed to develop a set of standardized guidelines to determine allocations also applies to this section.
Action 6 – Accountability Measures

One SSC member felt that any closure of the gag fishery should apply to both gag and black grouper due to the confusion over nomenclature as well as concern about the status of black grouper, which has not been assessed.  The SSC had no recommendations for accountability alternatives.

Action 7 – Shallow-water Grouper, Red Grouper, and Gag Commercial Quotas

SSC members preferred Alternative 3 over Alternative 2 because the allowance for “other” groupers reflected a more recent time period and a longer time period that is likely to more accurately reflect average catches.

By a vote of 7 to 0, the SSC supports Alternative 3.  Set the commercial gag and red grouper quotas by multiplying the TAC for each year by each species’ commercial allocation.  The quota for the commercial other shallow water grouper will be 0.68 mp which is the average landings for the baseline years of 2001-2004.  The aggregate commercial shallow-water grouper quota for each year is the sum of the gag, red grouper, and other shallow-water grouper quotas.  

Action 8 – Application of Quota Closures

SSC members felt that Alternatives 2 and 3 were inefficient since they would likely result in underharvest of one of the grouper stocks, and Alternative 4 was very complex.  In addition, the alternatives might create a bycatch problem on the closed fishery while fishing continues for other grouper species.  A suggestion was made to address the bycatch issue by modifying Alternative 3 to close the directed fishery for a species when some percentage less than 100% of the quota is reached, but then continue to allow for a bycatch of that species to be landed while targeting other groupers.  The resulting new alternative is as follows:
By consensus, the SSC supports a new Alternative 5: When 90% or some other percentage of an individual species quota is reached (gag or red grouper), directed commercial harvest of that species closes. However, harvest of the remaining shallow-water species can continue with a bycatch allowance on the closed species of 5-10% of the grouper catch by weight until either both gag and red grouper quotas are reached, or the shallow-water grouper quota is reached, whichever comes first.

Action 9 – Recreational Harvest of Gag and Red Grouper

An SSC member asked if there were any socioeconomic studies on fishermen’s preference for regulations that could be referenced in this section (staff was not aware of any).  Absent such studies, the SSC felt that this was not a scientific issue.
By consensus, the SSC feels that the selection of appropriate harvest regulation scenarios is a fishermen’s preference issue and not a scientific issue.

Action 10 – Alternatives to Reduce Discard Mortality of Grouper
One SSC member was opposed to making any training sessions mandatory (Alternative 4).  He felt that charterboat operators already had an image to protect, making mandatory sessions unnecessary.  Another SSC member felt that either Alternative 1 or 2 was a good first step.  However, the SSC did not make any motions on this section.

Action 11 – Marine Reserves

Action 12 – Closed Area Duration

The SSC briefly reviewed these action items, but did not discuss them in depth or make any recommendations due to a lack of time.
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