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For the reasons set out in the preamble, 50 CFR part 622 is amended as follows:

PART 622--FISHERIES OF THE CARIBBEAN, GULF, AND SOUTH ATLANTIC


1.  The authority citation for part 622 continues to read as follows:


Authority:  16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.


2.  In § 622.4, paragraph (a)(2)(v) is suspended, and paragraphs (a)(1)(iv) and (a)(2)(xiv) are added to read as follows:

§ 622.4 Permits and fees.


(a) * * *


(1) * * *


(iv) If Federal regulations in subparts A, B, or C of this part that are applicable to gag, red snapper, greater amberjack, or gray triggerfish in the Gulf of Mexico are more restrictive than state regulations, a person aboard a charter vessel or headboat for which a charter vessel/headboat permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued must comply with such Federal regulations regardless of where the fish are harvested.


(2) * * *


(xiv) Gulf reef fish.  For a person aboard a vessel to be eligible for exemption from the bag limits, to fish under a quota, as specified in § 622.42(a)(1), or to sell Gulf reef fish in or from the Gulf EEZ, a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish must have been issued to the vessel and must be on board.  If Federal regulations in subparts A, B, or C of this part that are applicable to gag, red snapper, greater amberjack, or gray triggerfish in the Gulf of Mexico are more restrictive than state regulations, a person aboard a vessel for which a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish has been issued must comply with such Federal regulations regardless of where the fish are harvested.  See paragraph (a)(2)(ix) of this section regarding an additional IFQ vessel endorsement required to fish for, possess, or land Gulf red snapper.  To obtain or renew a commercial vessel permit for Gulf reef fish, more than 50 percent of the applicant’s earned income must have been derived from commercial fishing (i.e., harvest and first sale of fish) or from charter fishing during either of the 2 calendar years preceding the application.  See paragraph (m) of this section regarding a limited access system for commercial vessel permits for Gulf reef fish and limited exceptions to the earned income requirement for a permit.

* * * * *


3.  In § 622.34, paragraph (u) is suspended and paragraphs (v) and (w) are added to read as follows:

§ 622.34  Gulf EEZ seasonal and/or area closures.

* * * * *


(v) Seasonal closure of the recreational fishery for red grouper and black grouper.  The recreational fishery for red grouper and black grouper in or from the Gulf EEZ is closed from February 15 to March 15, each year.  During the closure, the bag and possession limit for red grouper and black grouper in or from the Gulf EEZ is zero.


(w) Seasonal closure of the recreational fishery for gag.  The recreational fishery for gag in or from the Gulf EEZ is closed from February 1 through March 31, each year.  During the closure, the bag and possession limit for gag in or from the Gulf EEZ is zero.


3.  In § 622.39, paragraphs (b)(1)(ii) and (b)(1)(v) are suspended and paragraphs (b)(1)(viii) and (b)(1)(ix) are added to read as follows:

§ 622.39  Bag and possession limits.

* * * * *


(b) * * *


(1) * * *


(viii) Groupers, combined, excluding goliath grouper and Nassau grouper–-5 per person per day, but not to exceed 1 speckled hind or 1 warsaw grouper per vessel per day, 1 red grouper per person per day, or 2 gag per person per day.   However, no grouper may be retained by the captain or crew of a vessel operating as a charter vessel or headboat.  The bag limit for such captain and crew is zero.


(ix) Gulf reef fish, combined, excluding those specified in paragraphs (b)(1)(i), (iii), (iv), (vi), (vii), and (viii) of this section and excluding dwarf sand perch and sand perch--20.

* * * * *


4.  In § 622.42, add paragraph (a)(1)(vii) to read as follows:

§ 622.42 Quotas.

* * * * *


(a) * * *


(1) * * *


(vii) Gag–-1.32 million lb (0.60 million kg), gutted weight, that is, eviscerated but otherwise whole.

* * * * *
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