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Overall Goal:  To manage the reef fish fishery of the United States within the waters of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council jurisdiction to attain the greatest overall benefit to the nation with particular reference to food production and recreational opportunities on the basis of the maximum sustainable yield as modified by relevant ecological, economic, or social factors.

Objectives:

1.
To rebuild the declining reef fish stocks wherever they occur within the fishery.

2.
To establish a fishery reporting system for monitoring the reef fish fishery.

3.
To conserve and increase reef fish habitats in appropriate areas and to provide protection for juveniles while protecting existing and new habitats.

4.
To minimize conflicts between user groups of the resource and conflicts for space.
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Amendment 1 Management Objectives
The management objectives of this amendment are:

1.
The primary objective of the FMP shall be to stabilize long term population levels of all reef fish species by establishing a certain survival rate of biomass into the stock of spawning age to achieve at least 20 percent spawning stock biomass per recruit. 

(Amendment 3: changed spawning stock biomass per recruit to spawning potential ratio)

(Amendment 5: added “, relative to that which would occur with no fishing”)
2.
To reduce user conflicts and nearshore fishing mortality.

3.
To respecify the reporting requirements necessary to establish a database for monitoring the reef fish fishery and evaluating management actions.

4.
To revise the definitions of the fishery management unit and fishery to reflect the current species composition of the reef fish fishery.

5.
To revise the definition of optimum yield to allow specification at the species level.

6.
To encourage research on the effects of artificial reefs.

7.
To maximize net economic benefits from the reef fish fishery.

Amendment 8 Objectives (1st Red Snapper IFQ Program)
This amendment has specific objectives which, if met, would help resolve problems generally associated with open access fisheries:
1. To increase the stability of the red snapper fishery in terms of

a. fishing patterns

b. markets

2. To avoid to the extent practicable the "derby" type fishing season.

3. To promote flexibility for the fishermen in their fishing operations

4. To provide for cost-effective and enforceable management of the fishery

5. To optimize net benefits from the fishery
Amendment 14 Objective
An objective of this amendment is to provide protection for Nassau grouper throughout its range.
Amendment 15 Objectives
A15-1. To increase the stability of the red snapper fishery in terms of fishing patterns

and markets.

A15-2.  To avoid to the extent practicable the "derby" type fishing season.

A15-3.  To promote flexibility for the fishermen in their fishing operations.

A15-4.  To provide for cost-effective and enforceable management of the fishery.

A15-5.  To optimize, to the extent practicable and allowed by law, net benefits from the fishery.

A15-6.  To reduce the harvesting capacity of the red snapper fleet in an equitable manner utilizing demonstrated historical dependence on the red snapper resource as a criterion.

Amendment 18A Objectives
This amendment aims to improve the enforceability of the prohibition on the sale of recreationally caught reef fish, eliminate crew size-related discrepancies between USCG requirements and existing fishing regulations, and, increase the survival rate of incidentally caught sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish. In addition, this plan amendment intends to update the TAC framework procedure and improve the enforcement of season closures and off-shore restricted fishing areas.
Amendment 21 Objectives
The primary objective of these marine reserves was to protect a portion of the gag spawning aggregations and a portion of the male gag population, which tends to remain offshore year-round.
Secondary objectives were to:

 protect other species16 that utilize the reserve habitat, 
 protect the habitat itself, 
 evaluate the utility of marine reserves as a management tool.
Amendment 27 Objective
The main objective of this amendment and associated DSEIS is to reduce [red snapper] overfishingxe "Overfishing" in the short-term while the Council evaluates long-term measures to reduce overfishing and allow the stock to recover.  
Amendment 29 Objectives
The objectives of this amendment and associated EIS are to rationalize effort and reduce overcapacity in the commercial grouper and tilefish fisheries in order to achieve and maintain OY in this multi-species fishery.  
Amendment 30A Objectives
The main objective of this amendment and associated FSEIS is to end overfishingxe "Overfishing" in the short-term and rebuild greater amberjack and gray triggerfish stocks to BOY levels in the long-term.  
Amendment 30B Objectives
The first objective is to define MSST and OY, and to possibly redefine MFMT, and to set a TAC and management measures that will end overfishing of gag.  

The second objective is to increase red grouper TAC consistent with a level that would achieve OY.  

To co-manage gag and red grouper by implementing concurrent management measures.

To consider the expansion of the existing marine reserves or to create new reserves to better protect gag stocks.  
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