Tab H, No. 6

South Atlantic Fishery Management Council
Preferred Alternatives

MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVES

Problem/Need: Lobsters are being imported below the respective Continental and Caribbean U.S. minimum size limits.  Much of the imported lobster does not meet the minimum size limits in the country of origin.  This is adversely impacting recruitment throughout Florida and the Caribbean and, as a result, the status of spiny lobster in Caribbean and U.S. waters because of the distribution and dispersal of larvae during their long larval phase.
ACTION 1:  MINIMUM SIZE LIMITS FOR SPINY LOBSTER (PANULIRUS ARGUS) IMPORTED INTO THE UNITED STATES

A. Alternative 1 (No Action Alternative) – Do not establish minimum size limit restrictions on spiny lobster imported into the U.S. 

Under the no action alternative, imports would be subject to the management and regulations of the exporting country and violations of those regulations would be pursued through the Lacey Act.

B. Alternative 2 (SAFMC Preferred) – No person in the U.S. would be allowed to import a spiny lobster (Panulirus argus), as follows:
1. Any spiny lobster of less than 5 ounces tail weight (5 ounces is defined as a tail that weighs 4.2 – 5.4 ounces).  If the imported product does not meet this minimum weight requirement, the person importing the lobster can demonstrate compliance by showing that the product imported satisfies the tail length requirement, or that it was harvested from an animal that satisfied the minimum carapace length requirement of:
a. Greater than 3.0 inches (7.62 cm) carapace length if the animal is whole.

b. Greater than or equal to 5.5 inches (13.97 cm) tail length if only the tail is present.

2. In Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands: Any spiny lobster of less than 6.0 ounces tail weight (6 ounces is defined as a tail that weighs 5.9 – 6.4 ounces).  If the imported product does not meet this minimum weight requirement, the person importing the lobster can demonstrate compliance by showing that the product imported satisfies the tail length requirement, or that it was harvested from an animal that satisfied the minimum carapace length requirement of:
a. Greater than or equal to 3.5 inches (8.89 cm) carapace length if the animal is whole.

b. Greater than or equal to 6.2 inches (15.75 cm) tail length if only the tail is present.

C. Alternative 3 – No person would be allowed to import into the U.S., including Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, any spiny lobster (Panulirus argus) of less than 5 ounces tail weight (5 ounces is defined as a tail that weighs 4.2 – 5.4 ounces).

If the imported product does not meet this minimum weight requirement, the person importing the lobster can demonstrate compliance by showing that the product imported satisfies the tail length requirement, or that it was harvested from an animal that satisfied the minimum carapace length requirement of:
a. Greater than 3.0 inches (7.62 cm) carapace length if the animal is whole.
b. Greater than or equal to 5.5 inches (13.97 cm) tail length if only the tail is present.
ACTION 2:  OTHER IMPORT RESTRICTIONS
A. Alternative 1 (No Action Alternative) – Do not have other restrictions on the importation of spiny lobster.
Under the no action alternative for Action 2, imports would be subject to the management and regulations of the exporting country and violations of those regulations would be pursued through the Lacey Act.

B. Alternative 2 (SAFMC Preferred) - Do not allow the importation of spiny lobster tail meat which is not in whole tail form with the exoskeleton attached; and do not allow the importation of spiny lobster with eggs attached or importation of spiny lobster where the eggs, swimmerets, or pleopods have been removed or stripped.

C. Alternative 3 - Do not allow the importation of spiny lobster tail meat which is not in whole tail form with the exoskeleton attached
D. Alternative 4 - Do not allow the importation of spiny lobster with eggs attached or importation of spiny lobster where the eggs, swimmerets, or pleopods have been removed or stripped.

