Summary of Revisions to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s (Gulf Council) Aquaculture Fishery Management Plan

August 1, 2008
The August 1, 2008 draft of the Aquaculture Fishery Management Plan (FMP) incorporates changes and revisions made by the Gulf Council during their June 2008 meeting.  At the direction of the Council, the document was converted from an amendment to an Aquaculture FMP.  Additional suggested changes by the interdisciplinary planning team (IPT) were included in the draft FMP for Council consideration at their August 2008 meeting.  These suggested changes, as well as sections needing completion, are highlighted in yellow throughout the draft FMP.  The following summarizes additional changes made to the FMP since June.   

Revisions

1.0 
Executive Summary and Fishery Impact Statement/Social Impact Analysis
· These sections were updated to reflect changes to preferred alternatives.  Summaries for a new proposed action (Framework Procedures) were also added to these sections.
2.0 
Introduction
· A large portion of the Section 2.2 (Management History) was moved to the Description of the Fishery in Section 5.3. 
3.0 
Purpose and Need
· The purpose and need was revised to reflect development of an FMP rather than an amendment.  Seven objectives for the Aquaculture FMP were also added to this section.
4.0 
Management Alternatives
· Alternatives were revised based on motions made by the Council at the June 2008 meeting.  
· Summaries of consequences to the physical and biological environments were updated to reflect changes in alternatives. 

· Summaries of consequences to the social, economic, and administrative environments have not yet been revised.  NOAA Fisheries Service economists are currently making these changes and updates.   
· A new action was added addressing Framework Procedures.  This new action is included in Section 4.10 and includes three alternatives for framework procedures.  The proposed framework procedures are intended to establish an annual review process for the aquaculture program and would allow timelier implementation of regulations.  
5.0 
Affected Environment
· Section 5.1.4, which includes environmental guidelines for siting facilities, was updated to be consistent with siting considerations in Action 6.

· Stock status information in Section 5.2.3 was updated to reflect recent stock assessments conducted for Council managed fisheries and highly migratory species.

· A description of the social and economic fishery was included in Section 5.3.  This section includes updated information on existing, proposed, and historical aquaculture operations.  This section also includes a description of the characteristics and economic feasibility of operations that may operate in the Gulf of Mexico. 
· Descriptions of state and federal aquaculture management were updated in Section 5.5.  Changes include referencing Texas’ offshore aquaculture regulations, discussion of the recently published MMS proposed rule, and inclusion of Louisiana legislative resolutions regarding offshore aquaculture. 
6.0 Environmental Consequences

· Direct and indirect effects on the physical, biological, and administrative environments were revised and updated to reflect changes to alternatives in Sections 6.2 through 6.9.
· Direct and indirect effects on the physical, biological, and administrative environments were added to Section 6.10 (Status criteria and biological reference points).

· Section 6.11 (Framework procedures) was added to the FMP and a description of direct and indirect effects on the physical, biological, and administrative environments was included for this action.
· Direct and indirect effects on the social and economic environments have not yet been updated.  NOAA Fisheries Service economists are currently updating Section 6. 
· Sections 6.12 and 6.14-6.20 were revised to reflect changes to actions and alternatives. 

· Section 6.13 was added to the FMP and discusses the 15 required Magnuson-Act provisions for FMPs. 

7.0 Regulatory Impact Review

· The Regulatory Impact Review was entirely revised to reflect changes and additions to actions and alternatives.  
8.0 Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

· The Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis was entirely revised to reflect changes and additions to actions and alternatives.  

9.0 Other Applicable Laws

· No changes were made to this section.  

10.0 References

· A few new references were added to this section.
11.0 List of Preparers

· No changes were made to this section.  

12.0 List of Agencies, Organizations, and Persons to Whom Copies of the Statement are Sent  

· No changes were made to this section.  

13.0 Public Hearing Locations and Dates

· The July 21, 2008, Key West public hearing was added to the list of locations.
14.0 Index

· Page numbers were updated in the index. 
15.0 Figures 

· This section was removed from the document and Figures were added to Section 5.
Appendices 

· Appendix D was updated to include alternatives considered, but rejected by the Council during June 2008 meeting.  
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