GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR

MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities May - June 2008 

Shrimp and Crab Bureau
Shrimp season opened June 17 at 6:00 a.m. (coordinated with Alabama opening).   308 boats were seen shrimping in Mississippi waters based on our aerial count.  That number of boats is consistent with the aerial counts in the years since Hurricane Katrina; however, ten years ago the opening day count was slightly over 1,000 boats.  Opening catches consisted of 40/50 count brown shrimp and 10/15 count and larger white shrimp.  When sampling indicated that sublegal (>68 count) shrimp had moved into the area North of the Intracoastal Waterway, that area was closed temporarily from 6:00 a.m. June 27 to July 7 at 6:00 a.m.  Preliminary data for June and July to date indicates that MS landings are slightly over 2 million lbs.

Emergency Disaster Recovery Program I (EDRP I) Derelict Crab Trap Program participants were provided with fifty new crab traps equipped with escape rings and terrapin excluder devices.  2300 of these new traps were distributed to 46 Mississippi fishermen.  

EDRP II program has begun with 346 eligible resident commercial fishermen (292 shrimpers + 54 crabbers) contracted.  The 2008 crab cooperative fishery trip ticket recovery program (1,303 trips harvest info, 25 tickets per crabber), and derelict crab trap cleanup and BRD/TED compliance compensation have been completed.  DMR began again accepting trip monitoring reports from shrimp fishermen for the first three months of the Mississippi shrimp season.  Each shrimp fisherman can submit up to 23 trip tickets.  

The 2008 MS Derelict Crab Trap Cleanup in March yielded 1,259 traps recovered and recycled.  This makes over 17,000 derelict crab traps recovered and recycled since the program’s inception, with over 12,000 of those traps being recovered by storm-affected commercial fishermen participating in EDRP II.  The cleanup was a cooperative effort of MS commercial fishermen, MDMR, and Gulf Coast Research Lab (GCRL).  For these efforts the MS program has been awarded a First Place 2008 EPA Gulf of Mexico Program Gulf Guardian Award.

Artificial Reef Bureau
Funds from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation are being utilized to construct 315 Goliath reef balls.  Construction is projected to be complete in July and deployment is scheduled for August.  During this segment one platform was donated to the Mississippi Rigs to Reef Program.
Finfish Bureau
There are 56 charter boat operators under contract.  Captains turned in reports on a monthly basis through May 2008. 437 fisheries recovery report have been submitted. Data is being scanned into a database and checked for errors. Some preliminary analysis has been conducted.  EDRP I funds for this program ended May of 2008. 4,828 fisheries recovery reports were submitted for this job.  EDRP II funds are being utilized to continue this program.

Fifty commercial fishermen have signed contracts to participate in fisheries recovery monitoring, which began March 15, 2008.  As of June 30, 2008, 729 commercial finfish fishermen trips have been reported.  The commercial fisheries recovery report program is ongoing with EDRP II funds.  

Red snapper wild stocks have been captured and strip spawned.  The larvae are being reared to juvenile (5-7 inches) stage for release on Mississippi’s offshore reefs.

New recreational fishing records for May and June of 2008.

Spotted Seatrout – 10 lbs 7.66 oz

Gulf Kingfish – 1 lbs 15.18 oz

Shellfish Bureau

Oyster season continued on a limited basis on the major reefs in the western Mississippi Sound. Final harvest data indicates that 5,427 boat trips were made with a total of 115,611 sacks being harvested beginning September, 2007 through May 10, 2008. 

The MDMR Shellfish Bureau began monitoring the oyster reefs to document any potential mortality events caused by the influx of fresh water due to the opening of the Bonnet Carre’ spillway on April 11th 2008. The Staff will continue to monitor this event throughout the summer.

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Seafood Technology Bureau (STB) has certified fifty two licensed seafood dealers and processors:

Crab Licensed Processors and Dealers: 

10




Shrimp Licensed Processors and Dealers: 

19




Oyster Licensed Processors and Dealers:

23

Implemented FDA regulations on product recall procedures. Mail outs of information, phone calls, on-site visits and distribution of flowcharts of product recall procedures and copies of Federal Regulations were mailed to the industry. 
Implemented FDA-ISSC Vibrio parahaemolyticus control measures that took effect June 20, 2008.  Changes in the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point Plan of every certified seafood dealer were examined, changed and signed. Mail-outs of regulations were also done.
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