Tab B, No. 4(c)

-----Original Message-----

From: Roy Crabtree [mailto:Roy.Crabtree@noaa.gov]

Sent: Thursday, October 09, 2008 9:56 AM

To: Conservation Cooperative of Gulf Fishermen

Cc: tom mcIlwain; Richard Leard; Andy Strelcheck; Steve Branstetter; Phil Steele

Subject: Re: rec red snapper

Bob,

This email responds to your September 24th data request.  Attached are two files summarizing red snapper recreational landings (1981-2006) and charter/headboat reef fish permit data. 

_Landings data file_

Landings (in pounds whole weight) are summarized by year (1981-2006), mode (private, charter, and headboat), and state (wFL, AL, MS, LA, and TX).  Landings for 1981-2003 are based on a report by Steve Turner during the SEDAR 7 review workshop.  Headboat landings prior to 1986 were collected by MRFSS.  Landings for 2004-2006 are estimated directly from MRFSS, the SEFSC Headboat Survey, and TPWD creel survey.  No headboat landings were reported for Louisiana during 2004-2006 because of hurricanes and sampling problems; therefore Louisiana landings are underestimated for those years.  Additionally, all headboat landings for the Northwest Florida/Alabama statistical zone are included as Alabama landings to be consistent with the methods used by Turner during SEDAR 7.  Additional work will be required to partition Northwest Florida/Alabama landings into the appropriate states. 

_Permit data file_

This file summarizes the total number of moratorium permits (1,693) issued and when they were required.  The file also summarizes permits that are either currently active or renewable (n = 1,469), and provides passenger capacities (6 or less; 7 or greater) and reported fishing mode (headboat, charter, commercial) for these permits.  Passenger capacities were based on the capacity of the vessel and not on the capacity listed on the charter/headboat reef fish permit.  Fishing mode is based on information reported by the applicant during permit issuance/renewal.  

If an applicant selects multiple descriptions for the "This vessel is best described as (select 1) field" on the Vessel Information section of the application, then the first selection is only input into our Permits database and used to generate summary statistics.  There are an additional eight Gulf charter/headboat reef fish permits with the status of 'vessel sold' or 'vessel leased' in the Permits database.  These permits are not included in the attached file, but could become active if the permit owner transfers the permit prior to the termination date.

_

Additional Requests_

You also requested that we provide an estimate of the 2009 season length based on a May 1 or June 1 opening.  We will not be able to provide an estimate of the 2009 season length until all landings for 2008 are reported and Gulf States decide on whether or not they will adopt compatible regulations in 2009.  However, season lengths summarized in Amendment 27/14 that were based on different start dates have been provided to the Council for discussion at the October meeting.  Lastly, given the complexities of recreational red snapper management, particularly with regard to inconsistent state-federal regulations, it is not possible at this time to provide you with a program for evaluating various regulatory options. 

If you have any questions please contact Andy Strelcheck at 727-824-5374.

Roy

Conservation Cooperative of Gulf Fishermen wrote:

> Roy and Tom,

>  

> As you know there has been a flurry of communications going back and 

> forth to a wide range of individuals regarding the recreational red

> snapper fishery.   In many of these communications there are a host of 

> opinions and misrepresentations of facts.  We would like to get the 

> communication moving in a direction based on facts and what can and 

> can't be done.  We feel that setting up a dialog between the managers 

> and the stakeholders that includes factual information will benefit 

> the stakeholders and management and will help to dispel some of the 

> panic that has developed.

>  

> In order to work toward this goal we need some information from your 

> staff so we can lay out all of the possibilities we have to better 

> manage the recreational red snapper fishery.  The last SEDAR red 

> snapper assessment includes information on a possible split of the 

> management of the recreational fishery into two areas, TX/LA and 

> MS/AL/FL.  You have received a request from RFA to investigate the 

> splitting of management into 3 areas, TX/LA, MS/AL, and FL.  There is 

> talk of a possible further split into 5 areas, waters off each state.

> Further complicating the issue is the discussion of splitting the 

> recreational sector into a charter/headboat and private recreational 

> quota and even a charter, headboat, and private/rec quota.  There has 

> also been discussion of IFQs, stamps, and a host of other measures.  I 

> understand that some information may not be available to provide the 

> information necessary to provide complete options for next year but 

> surely something can be put together to provide the stakeholders 

> reasonable options to consider so that everyone can see what may be 

> best for them to support.

>  

> On behalf of CCGF I respectfully request information on the historical 

> harvest of red snapper in three ways.

>                     1: Provide the harvest from 1979 thru 1986, broke 

> down into pri/rec, charter, headboat.

>                     2: Provide the same for the period 1979 thru 2005 

> or the most recent complete year.

>                     3: Provide the same for the period 1986 thru 2005 

> or the most recent complete year.

> This will provide stakeholders with the information necessary for them 

> to evaluate what their respective harvest percentage has been for a 

> mix of years and provide them an idea of what possible future 

> management would be as separated within the whole recreational sector 

> may be. The next piece of info will be to provide this harvest 

> information by state for the same periods.  This breakdown of the 

> information can then be added for each of the potential area splits 

> presented above.

>  

> I have misplaced the original number of Gulf charter/headboat 

> moratorium reef permits that were issued and the final date the permit 

> was first required and would greatly appreciate someone sharing that 

> with me.  Can you also provide the latest number of those

> permits* *per your most recent period with the current active and 

> those that remain in their year grace period to renew?  Can we also 

> have that information broken down into 6 passenger or less vessel 

> permits and more than 6 passenger vessel permits and if possible 

> identify the number of headboat permits? Can you identify the number 

> of permits that are currently latent and not being used?

>  

> We would also appreciate an estimate of what kind of a red snapper 

> season would be possible for the 2009 season based on a June 1 opening 

> and also a May 1 opening.  I understand this request may be difficult 

> to provide due to the fact that wave 4 data may not be available until 

> just before or during the next council meeting. However, it would be 

> great to have something to see with any caveats that clearly explain 

> any possible range in the number of days that can be expected.  I 

> guess until we know what the states will do that season would have to 

> be estimated with all states complying and then with non compliance of 

> Texas, Florida and Alabama.  Roy, I appreciate this is a lot to ask 

> for prior to the council meeting, but we are simply wanting to have 

> all the information before us in order to support reasonable 

> management measures and mostly to curtail the multitude of  inaccurate 

> assumptions which only serve to heighten the uncertainty of our future 

> and add to the panic.

>  

> Back in the late 90's we were provided a simple floppy disc with a way 

> to view various scenarios and we have repeatedly expressed gratitude 

> for this and requested another disc if possible so that we can run 

> these analysis our self without having to trouble your staff. If at 

> all possible, something like that would greatly serve to provide 

> information to the stakeholders so they can better understand what to 

> support.  We understand that something like the floppy we had will be 

> difficult to provide prior to the council meeting but hopefully your 

> staff or the science center can provide something in the near future.

>  

> We humbly request that the above information be provided prior to the 

> next council meeting so we can better discuss issues in Mobile.

> Please contact me with any questions.  Thanks for your help.

>  

> Bob

>  

> Capt. Bob Zales, II

> bobzales@att.net <mailto:bobzales@att.net> bus. ph 850-763-7249 fax

> 850-763-3558

>  

> "The charm of fishing is that, it is the pursuit of what is elusive, 

> but attainable; a perpetual series of occasions for hope."

>  

> quote on a wall of a ladies clothing store in Islamorada, FL.

