Tab F, No. 5
Note: The following text is a part of the discussion on fishing communities included in the EFH Amendment (GMFMC, Generic Amendment  #3  – March 2005). 

Fishing Communities 
The communities described in this section and the EFH FEIS are those that may have substantial fishing activity associated with a certain bounded area for each of the five Gulf States and are recognized by the census as incorporated communities or Census designated places.  They do not represent a definitive list of fishing communities within the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management GMFMC’s jurisdiction.  By combining secondary data, such as federal permits and other types of information from different levels and concepts of place (zip code, homeport and Census Designated Place) a list of those communities that may be impacted by council regulations was assembled.  There are no standard guidelines for delineating the boundaries of a fishing community; thus it is unrealistic to refer to these communities as “fishing communities” in strict terms as outlined in the M-S Act
.  It is only assumed that these communities may be impacted by GMFMC action because they have some or substantial fishing activity taking place within each community.  Additionally, without extensive ethnographic research into social networks and sense of place, the exact boundaries around these communities cannot be identified. Therefore, these communities represent a partial and/or incomplete list of communities that could be potential fishing communities 

To assist in understanding the impacts of regulation, an index of vulnerability was created for each community to assess employment opportunities and other sociodemographic variables that offer an indication of the quality of life within a community.  The index was developed during similar research conducted in the South Atlantic while identifying fishing communities in that region (Kitner et al., 2002).  It combines several different variables into an index, which measures employment opportunities, poverty rate, and average wage/salary for a community compared to that of the county.  It is used as a rapid assessment tool in lieu of a more rigorous analysis, which is unavailable at this time.  This index is but one determinant of the impact of regulations and can only be considered a very broad-spectrum measure of vulnerability.  The information presented is just one approach to creating a scale for describing vulnerability.  

Each component of the index was given one of three values 1, 0 or -1 depending upon how each contributed to the index.  A community index score is the cumulative total of positive or negative values derived from employment opportunities, poverty and average wage compared to county levels.  Table 8 summarizes the vulnerability index score for fishing communities identified in detail in the EFH FEIS Appendix D.
Table 8- Gulf of Mexico Fishing Community Vulnerability Index; The index score may also be consolidated into three general vulnerability categories of: 

Not vulnerable
 
(Index scores from 3 to 5)

Somewhat vulnerable 
(Index scores from -1 to 2)

Very vulnerable 
(Index scores from -5 to -2)

	State
	Community
	Vulnerability Index Score

	Alabama
	Bayou La Batre
	-3

	
	Dauphin Island
	3

	
	Gulf Shores
	3

	
	Orange Beach
	-1

	Florida
	Apalachicola
	-1

	
	Big Pine Key
	4

	
	Bokeelia
	-

	
	Carrabelle
	-1

	
	Cedar Key
	3

	
	Clearwater
	1

	
	Cortez
	1

	
	Crystal River
	5

	
	Destin
	5

	
	East Point
	3

	
	Everglades City
	4

	
	Ft. Myers Beach
	5

	
	Ft. Walton Beach
	1

	
	Gulf Breeze
	5

	
	Homosassa
	5

	
	Horseshoe Beach
	0

	
	Inglis
	-1

	
	Islamorada
	4

	
	Key Largo
	4

	
	Key West
	4

	
	Madeira Beach
	2

	
	Marathon
	1

	
	Marco Island
	5

	
	Matlacha
	-

	
	Naples
	5

	
	New Port Richey
	1

	
	Panama City
	1

	
	Panama City Beach
	3

	
	Pensacola
	1

	
	Port St. Joseph
	0

	
	St. Marks
	-1

	
	St. Petersburg
	-

	
	Tampa
	-

	
	Tarpon Springs
	4

	
	Yankeetown
	3

	Louisiana
	Cameron
	-5

	
	Chauvin
	-2

	
	Cutoff
	1

	
	Delcambre
	-1

	
	Dulac
	-3

	
	Empire
	-4

	
	Golden Meadow
	-3

	
	Grand Isle
	-3

	
	Houma
	-3

	
	Morgan City
	-1

	
	Venice
	-3

	Mississippi
	Biloxi
	0

	
	Gautier
	-3

	
	Gulfport
	1

	
	Pascagoula
	-5

	Texas
	Aransas Pass
	-1

	
	Brownsville
	-1

	
	Freeport
	-3

	
	Galveston
	1

	
	Palacios
	1

	
	Port Aransas
	3

	
	Port Arthur
	1

	
	Port Isabel
	1

	
	Port Lavaca
	-1

	
	Rockport
	4

	
	Seadrift
	-5

	
	South Padre Island
	3


� In 16 U.S.C. 1802 § 3 definitions of the Magnuson-Stevens Act (104-297 (16)), fishing community means “a community which is substantially dependent on or substantially engaged in the harvest or processing of fishery resources to meet social and economic needs, and includes fishing vessel owners, operators, and crew and United States fish processors that are based in such community.” 





