SUMMARY MINUTES

PUBLIC HEARINGS ON

AQUACULTURE FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLAN (FMP)
July 21, 2008 – Key West, FL
Attendance:
Bob Gill, Gulf Council

Assane Diagne, Gulf Council Staff

Phyllis Miranda, Gulf Council Staff

12 Members of the Public
The public hearing was convened by Chairman Bob Gill at 5:30 p.m.  Assane Diagne reviewed the PowerPoint presentation with the public.  The public was then invited to provide their comments.
Tad Burke, Key West, FL.  He expressed concern with regard to how the fish in the pen would be fed and stated that it would basically mean taking the food away from the wild stock to feed those fish.  He added that the corn and soybean supplement would cause an overabundance of fish waste and pollution in the Gulf.
Christina Lizzi, Washington, D.C., Food and Water Watch.  She listed water pollution, habitat of wild fish, feed usage, and siting criteria as a few of their concerns.  She added that under the new draft of the FMP, the facilities no longer have to describe how they would monitor for environmental impact.  She stated that Council had voted to remove the prohibition of off-shore aquaculture in national marine sanctuaries, but that they should not be open to industrial fish farming.
Libby Fetherston, representing the Ocean Conservancy.  She questioned if NMFS and the Council have sufficient legal authority to permit and regulate aquaculture in federal waters.  She stated that the FMP should not be approved until Congress passes the national permitting and regulatory framework for the management and regulation of aquaculture that protects fish and ecosystems and the communities depending upon them.  She stated the Ocean Conservancy’s opposition to the FMP.
Lee Starling, Key West, FL, commercial fisherman.  He stated that his concerns with the Aquaculture FMP are where the food will come from to feed all the fish, and that the food would be taken away from the wild stock to feed the aquaculture stock.  He was also concerned about the stability of the cages in the event of a hurricane.
Aaron Welch, Miami, FL, University of Miami Aquaculture Program.  He stated that throughout the world aquaculture is an accepted part of seafood production systems.  He felt that when properly regulated, aquaculture will provide a clean, safe, sustainable way to produce seafood.  He added that when the aquaculture facilities are located in high energy areas such as the open ocean, the environmental impact of aquaculture is effectively mitigated.  He admitted that there are issues with scale and location that must be considered first, but that offshore aquaculture is safe.
Alessandra Score, Key Largo, FL, World Wildlife Fund.  She stated their concern with regard to the scale and location of where the cages would be placed, and what the environmental impacts to the sites are.  She also expressed concern for using a lot of the localized bait fish, and how it might damage the local charter industry.  She added that, although this was the first time she had heard of it, allowing aquaculture in marine sanctuaries was also a concern.
Anthony Soldano, Key West, FL, Key West Charterboat Association.  He stated that he feels aquaculture is a bad idea.  The potential impact from disease exists and the Gulf does not need any more stress to the environment.  He felt that it would only benefit the owner of the unit and that it would ultimately affect the price of wild fish.
Bobby Pillar, Summerland Key, FL, commercial fisherman.  He questioned if the aquaculture poundage would count against the commercial and recreational TAC.  He asked if the aquaculture units would be subject to the same size limits and seasons as commercial fishermen, and felt that they could ultimately become competition to the commercial fisheries.  He also expressed concerns of those areas becoming closed to both commercial and recreational fishermen, and of water pollution.
Richard Houde, Key West, Florida, charterboat captain, president of Key West Charterboat Association.  He stated that he had mixed emotions regarding the aquaculture.  He was concerned about the placement of the facilities and stated that they needed to be placed far enough offshore where they do not impact the environment, the local fishermen, or marine traffic.  He felt that any closer than 150 miles to shore would have too much of an impact.  He objected to having restricted access to the areas around the cages and felt there may be too much of a buffer zone.  He agreed with the other speakers’ concerns regarding local bait fish being used to feed those fish.  He stated that it may be beneficial to require that a portion of those fish be released to the wild.
Billy Niles, Summerland Key, FL, board of directors, Monroe County Commercial Fishermen’s Association.  He stated that he believes there will be a conflict with the aquaculture.  He said that with the National Marine Sanctuary and the State of Florida they have lost a lot of fishing grounds, and this would cause more areas to be lost to fishing.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
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