GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities July-August 2008 

Shrimp and Crab Bureau
Shrimp season opened June 17 at 6:00 a.m. (coordinated with Alabama opening).   308 boats were seen shrimping in Mississippi waters based on our aerial count.  This number of boats is consistent with the aerial counts in the years since Hurricane Katrina; however, ten years ago the opening day count was slightly over 1,000 boats.  Preliminary data for June and July indicates that MS landings are slightly over 2 million lbs.

EDRP II program has begun with 346 eligible resident commercial fishermen (292 shrimpers + 54 crabbers) contracted.  The 2008 crab cooperative fishery trip ticket recovery program (1,303 trips harvest info, 25 tickets per crabber), and derelict crab trap cleanup and BRD/TED compliance compensation has been completed.  DMR began again accepting trip monitoring reports from shrimp fishermen for the first three months of the Mississippi shrimp season.  Each shrimp fisherman can submit up to 23 trip tickets. To date 3,094 individual shrimp harvest trip tickets have been submitted by fishermen.   

Since 1999, the MS Derelict Crab Trap Cleanup has recovered and recycled over 17,000 derelict crab traps, with over 12,000 of those traps being recovered by storm-affected commercial fishermen participating in EDRP II.  The cleanup has been a cooperative effort of MS commercial fishermen, MDMR, and Gulf Coast Research Lab (GCRL).  For these efforts the MS program has been awarded a First Place 2008 EPA Gulf of Mexico Program Gulf Guardian Award, which will be presented at the EPA Partnerships in Action 20th Anniversary Celebration, October 29 in New Orleans.

Artificial Reef Bureau
The Artificial Reef Bureau personnel side scanned six coastal harbors after Hurricane Gustav to locate possible navigational hazards within the harbors.  Reef personnel were also asked to side scan Port Bienville in Hancock County.  All data was given to the local authorities for the removal of the debris.
Finfish Bureau
There are 56 charter boat operators under contract.  Captains turned in reports on a monthly basis through May 2008. 756 fisheries recovery report have been submitted. Data is being scanned into a database and checked for errors. Some preliminary analysis has been conducted.  EDRP I funds for this program ended May of 2008. 4,828 fisheries recovery reports were submitted for this job.  EDRP II funds are being utilized to continue this program and an additional 1612 recovery reports have been submitted under this program.

Fifty commercial fishermen have signed contracts to participate in fisheries recovery monitoring, which began March 15, 2008.  As of August 31, 2008, 826 commercial finfish fishermen trips have been reported.  The commercial fisheries recovery report program is ongoing with EDRP II funds.  

There was no release of juvenile red snapper in this time frame because of extremely high mortality rates in the red snapper larva obtained from strip spawned brood stock.  Plans are being made to try and “naturally spawn” adult red snapper, through adjusting photoperiod and temperature, at the hatchery.  It is hoped that this will improve survival

New recreational fishing records for May and June of 2008.

Conventional Tackle

Yellowtail snapper: 6 lbs .32 oz


Blue Runner: 7 lbs 14.99 oz

Striped Burrfish: 1 lb 4 oz



Atlantic Cutlassfish: 2 lb 2.2 oz

Spotfin Hogfish: 10.4 oz



Bearded Brotula: 14 lb 5.6 oz

Finetooth Shark: 11 lbs 7.92 oz


Blacknose Shark: 14 lb 13 oz

Bonnethead shark: 7 lb 14.07 oz


Leatherjacket: 3.34 oz

Greater Amberjack: 111 lb .8 oz 

Fly Fishing Tackle

Bluefish: 2 lb 10.86 oz

Gray Snapper: 5 lb 12.65 oz

Shellfish Bureau

Shell Plants- Shellfish Bureau staff coordinated with contractors and planted 24,410 cubic yards of cultch material using both oyster shells and # 57 limestone on 5 reefs located south of Pass Christian in the western Mississippi Sound. A total of 12 cultch planting days were completed in August. Total expenditures for this quarter on this project are $1,451,475.75. The fall cultch plant will be completed in September.

Special Oyster Season – At the August Commission meeting the Shellfish Bureau staff presented the special oyster season opening orders for St. Josephs, Waveland and St. Stanislaus reefs. Sack limits were set at 40 sack for dredgers and 15 for tonger’s. The season was supposed to start September 3, 2008 but was postponed due to Hurricanes Gustov and Ike. These areas will reopen when water quality samples meet the management criteria. 
Reef Assessments – Quarterly Interjurisdictional fisheries monitoring one-minute oyster dredge tows were conducted during this time period. Additional samples were taken on the major reefs and 2006-2007 cultch plants prior to Hurricane Gustov.

Relays – The Conservationist relayed 300 sacks of oyster from Biloxi Bay to East Beach in Ocean Springs and the Katrina Reef south of Deer Island. This was to enhance existing low profile fishing reefs. The staff also relayed 300 sacks from Heron Bay to St. Joseph’s reef.
Seafood Technology Bureau

The Seafood Technology Bureau (STB) has certified fifty three licensed seafood dealers and processors:

Crab Licensed Processors and Dealers: 

10




Shrimp Licensed Processors and Dealers: 

19




Oyster Licensed Processors and Dealers:

24

Personnel participated in the ISSC sponsored Vibrio vulnificus workshop at Kenner, LA to discuss on the V.v. controls and its effectiveness, and the short/ long term strategies that maybe considered for recommendation to ISSC.  In coordination with the ISSC, the Bureau hosted a meeting by the different state government agencies and industry representatives of the Gulf States on Vv Management Plan for the Gulf last August 26 and 27, 2008 at Biloxi, MS.  FDA evaluation on the state shellfish sanitation program is on-going.
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