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Allocation Issues for Gag, Red Grouper, Greater Amberjack, and Gray Triggerfish
During the October 2008 Council meeting in Mobile, Alabama, the Council passed a motion indicating that (re)allocation of gag, red grouper, greater amberjack, and gray triggerfish will be discussed at the January meeting. 

Motion: To charge the Reef Fish Committee to use our current Allocation Guidance Principles to explore the (re)allocation issues of those species that were assigned interim allocations in Reef Fish Amendments 30A and 30B. 
Motion carried by roll call vote 12 to 3, with one abstention and one absent.
This document provides background information to support the Council’s upcoming discussion of gag, red grouper, greater amberjack, and gray triggerfish allocation issues. For each species, landings and current or anticipated TAC partitions between the recreational and commercial sectors are provided. Allocation guidelines
 adopted by the Council are also included.  
I – Recreational and Commercial Landings

Tables 1 to 4 provide recreational and commercial landings for gag, red grouper, greater amberjack, and gray triggerfish. For these species, relative shares of the recreational and commercial sectors are illustrated in Figures 1 to 4.
II – TAC and Apportionment between Sectors Specified in Amendments 30-A and 30- B

Greater Amberjack

Reef Fish Amendment 30-A established a TAC of 1.9 million lbs, a commercial quota of 503,000 lbs, and a recreational quota of 1.368 million lbs. 
Gray Triggerfish

Reef Fish Amendment 30-A established a TAC of 580,000 lbs (for 2009) and of 660,000 lbs (for 2010); a commercial hard quota of 93,000 lbs (for 2009) and of 106,000 lbs (for 2010).
Red Grouper

If approved, Amendment 30-B would set red grouper TAC at 7.57 million lbs; apportion TAC between the sectors as follows: 24% recreational and 76% commercial. 
Gag Grouper

If approved, Amendment 30-B would set gag TAC at 3.38 million lbs (for 2009) and 3.62 million lbs (for 2010); apportion TAC between the sectors as follows: 61 % recreational and 39% commercial.
Figure 1: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico 

Greater Amberjack (1986-2005) – in percent
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Figure 2: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico

Gray Triggerfish (1986-2007) – in percent
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Figure 3: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico 

Gag Grouper (1986 – 2007) – in percent 
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Figure 4: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico

Red Grouper (1986-2007) – in percent

Table 1: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico 

Greater Amberjack (1986-2005)
	Amber
	Recreational 
	Commercial
	Total

	Year
	Pounds
	Percent
	Pounds
	Percent
	 

	1986
	5,458,441
	83.2
	1,100,107
	16.8
	6,558,548

	1987
	4,848,768
	75.9
	1,537,551
	24.1
	6,386,319

	1988
	1,558,424
	43.4
	2,030,980
	56.6
	3,589,404

	1989
	5,924,636
	75.4
	1,932,021
	24.6
	7,856,657

	1990
	1,114,172
	47.9
	1,210,045
	52.1
	2,324,217

	1991
	3,549,304
	72.1
	1,375,180
	27.9
	4,924,484

	1992
	2,651,556
	72.8
	991,156
	27.2
	3,642,712

	1993
	3,091,383
	66.3
	1,569,610
	33.7
	4,660,993

	1994
	2,256,131
	64.0
	1,269,953
	36.0
	3,526,084

	1995
	855,834
	40.5
	1,259,060
	59.5
	2,114,894

	1996
	1,495,759
	54.1
	1,266,832
	45.9
	2,762,591

	1997
	1,068,789
	48.9
	1,114,756
	51.1
	2,183,545

	1998
	736,152
	51.3
	698,681
	48.7
	1,434,833

	1999
	876,758
	53.1
	775,190
	46.9
	1,651,948

	2000
	1,051,917
	53.3
	921,795
	46.7
	1,973,712

	2001
	1,326,182
	64.4
	732,834
	35.6
	2,059,016

	2002
	2,088,426
	72.5
	790,403
	27.5
	2,878,829

	2003
	2,689,195
	72.9
	999,151
	27.1
	3,688,346

	2004
	2,140,039
	69.1
	954,788
	30.9
	3,094,827

	2005
	1,458,336
	66.3
	739,612
	33.7
	2,197,948


      Source; Reef Fish Amendment 30-A; 2006 and 2007 data not available
Table 2: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico

Gray Triggerfish (1986-2007)

	GT
	Recreational
	Commercial
	Total 

	Year
	Pounds
	Percent
	Pounds
	Percent
	 

	1986
	977,173
	91.1
	95,629
	8.9
	1,072,802

	1987
	1,335,064
	91.5
	123,603
	8.5
	1,458,667

	1988
	1,796,401
	90.2
	195,062
	9.8
	1,991,464

	1989
	1,977,967
	86.2
	317,632
	13.8
	2,295,599

	1990
	2,498,202
	84.5
	459,037
	15.5
	2,957,239

	1991
	2,088,347
	82.4
	444,530
	17.6
	2,532,877

	1992
	2,123,310
	82.5
	450,195
	17.5
	2,573,505

	1993
	1,626,469
	74.4
	558,727
	25.6
	2,185,197

	1994
	1,338,528
	76.8
	404,719
	23.2
	1,743,248

	1995
	1,469,408
	81.3
	337,876
	18.7
	1,807,284

	1996
	844,131
	75.9
	267,517
	24.1
	1,111,647

	1997
	765,005
	80.6
	184,689
	19.4
	949,694

	1998
	653,818
	78.7
	176,724
	21.3
	830,542

	1999
	489,427
	69.1
	219,020
	30.9
	708,447

	2000
	446,450
	73.8
	158,137
	26.2
	604,586

	2001
	640,194
	78.4
	176,182
	21.6
	816,375

	2002
	798,888
	77.2
	235,563
	22.8
	1,034,451

	2003
	915,248
	78.4
	251,810
	21.6
	1,167,059

	2004
	1,029,651
	82.5
	218,533
	17.5
	1,248,184

	2005
	672,984
	81.8
	150,178
	18.2
	823,162

	2006
	459,866
	83.3
	92,072
	16.7
	551,938

	2007*
	423,642
	81.5
	96,435
	18.5
	520,077


  Source: 1986-2005 data from Amendment 30-A; 2006 and 2007 data from A. Strelcheck, NMFS; 
  * For 2007, recreational landings from Texas are not included
Table 3: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico 

Gag Grouper (1986-2007)

	Gag
	Recreational 
	Commercial
	Total

	Year
	Pounds
	Percent
	Pounds
	Percent
	 

	1986
	3,597,491
	67.9
	1,701,441
	32.1
	5,298,932

	1987
	2,447,832
	61.4
	1,538,166
	38.6
	3,985,998

	1988
	3,747,483
	75.5
	1,216,494
	24.5
	4,963,977

	1989
	2,314,324
	57.8
	1,692,830
	42.2
	4,007,154

	1990
	1,259,887
	41.3
	1,793,090
	58.7
	3,052,977

	1991
	2,748,231
	63.7
	1,565,320
	36.3
	4,313,551

	1992
	2,245,860
	57.4
	1,663,880
	42.6
	3,909,740

	1993
	2,787,852
	59.9
	1,865,116
	40.1
	4,652,968

	1994
	1,999,707
	55.3
	1,618,740
	44.7
	3,618,447

	1995
	2,700,221
	62.0
	1,651,664
	38.0
	4,351,885

	1996
	2,353,437
	60.0
	1,566,658
	40.0
	3,920,095

	1997
	2,573,108
	61.7
	1,597,645
	38.3
	4,170,753

	1998
	3,519,315
	58.2
	2,530,686
	41.8
	6,050,001

	1999
	3,721,784
	64.0
	2,097,739
	36.0
	5,819,523

	2000
	4,972,529
	68.5
	2,283,311
	31.5
	7,255,840

	2001
	4,031,469
	56.3
	3,128,510
	43.7
	7,159,979

	2002
	4,435,518
	59.8
	2,983,506
	40.2
	7,419,024

	2003
	3,773,139
	59.0
	2,626,122
	41.0
	6,399,261

	2004
	4,913,422
	62.9
	2,901,692
	37.1
	7,815,114

	2005
	3,534,222
	58.7
	2,487,228
	41.3
	6,021,450

	2006
	1,946,631
	59.5
	1,326,011
	40.5
	3,272,642

	2007
	2,477,852
	67.0
	1,220,155
	33.0
	3,697,737


             Source: Amendment 30-B (1986-2005 data); 2006-07 data from C. Porch, SEFSC 
Table 4: Recreational and Commercial Landings in the Gulf of Mexico

Red Grouper (1986-2007)
	Red
	Recreational 
	Commercial
	Total

	Year
	Pounds
	Percent
	Pounds
	Percent
	 

	1986
	2,400,380
	27.5
	6,312,986
	72.5
	8,713,366

	1987
	1,464,710
	17.9
	6,717,890
	82.1
	8,182,600

	1988
	2,476,070
	34.3
	4,742,496
	65.7
	7,218,566

	1989
	2,761,150
	27.3
	7,367,911
	72.7
	10,129,061

	1990
	1,131,710
	19.0
	4,809,282
	81.0
	5,940,992

	1991
	1,775,110
	25.8
	5,094,501
	74.2
	6,869,611

	1992
	2,658,180
	37.3
	4,463,277
	62.7
	7,121,457

	1993
	2,091,160
	24.7
	6,379,626
	75.3
	8,470,786

	1994
	1,808,240
	26.9
	4,902,862
	73.1
	6,711,102

	1995
	1,862,570
	28.2
	4,746,140
	71.8
	6,608,710

	1996
	893,755
	16.7
	4,454,146
	83.3
	5,347,901

	1997
	562,328
	10.4
	4,848,486
	89.6
	5,410,814

	1998
	643,058
	14.0
	3,948,566
	86.0
	4,591,624

	1999
	1,152,810
	16.2
	5,974,706
	83.8
	7,127,516

	2000
	2,107,730
	26.5
	5,838,300
	73.5
	7,946,030

	2001
	1,327,770
	18.2
	5,964,506
	81.8
	7,292,276

	2002
	1,611,110
	21.4
	5,907,248
	78.6
	7,518,358

	2003
	1,275,830
	20.5
	4,937,970
	79.5
	6,213,800

	2004
	3,000,140
	34.3
	5,749,039
	65.7
	8,749,179

	2005
	1,630,140
	23.2
	5,410,594
	76.8
	7,040,734

	2006*
	961,136
	15.7
	5,143,997
	84.3
	6,105,133

	2007
	1,014,625
	22.2
	3,547,080
	77.8
	4,561,705


  Source: Amendment 30-B (1986-2005); 2006-07 (except 2006 recreational landings) from C. Porch, SEFSC; 
  2006 recreational landings from A. Strelcheck, NMFS; *2006, recreational landings from Texas are not included
Guidelines for Allocation 
1. All allocations and reallocations must be consistent with the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council’s principles for allocation.
2. An approved Council motion constitutes the only appropriate means for requesting the initiation of allocation or reallocation of a fishery resource.  The motion should clearly specify the basis for, purpose and objectives of the request for (re)allocation. 

3. The Council should conduct a comprehensive review of allocations within the individual FMPs at intervals of no less than five years.
4. Following an approved Council motion to initiate an allocation or reallocation, the Council will suggest methods to be used for determining the new allocation. Methods suggested must be consistent with the purpose and objectives included in the motion requesting the initiation of allocation or reallocation. 

5. Changes in allocation of a fishery resource may, to the extent practicable, account for projected future socio-economic and demographic trends that are expected to impact the fishery.  

6. Indirect changes in allocation, i.e., shifts in allocation resulting from management measures, should be avoided or minimized to the extent possible.  

Tab B, No. 6








� The document including the guidelines and principles is provided in Tab F, No 3. 
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