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Biological Review of the 2008 Texas Closure
Dr. Nance presented the “Biological Review of the 2008 Texas Closure and Percent Change in Yield.”

Shrimp AP recommendation regarding the 2009 Cooperative Seasonal Closure with the State of Texas:

The Shrimp AP voted to recommend that the Council continue the Cooperative Texas Closure for 2009 to the 200 mile limit.  The motion carried with one objection.
Dr. Nance then presented “Review of the Status and Health of the Shrimp Stocks for 2007.”  He reviewed penaeid shrimp catches for the 1960-2007 period, noting that catches were relatively steady over the period at approximately 140 MP of tails.  He noted that 2007 catches were above average. He stated that brown shrimp landings were dominant, but only slightly higher than white shrimp landings.  The white shrimp landings in 2006 were the highest on record, and 2007 catches were only down slightly.  Pink shrimp landings dropped slightly in 2007 while being relatively level for the past 3 years at approximately 10 MP of tails.  He explained that offshore effort continued to drop since approximately 2002 from approximately 200,000 days fished to approximately 70,000 days fished. He stated that to date effort was approximately 76% below the average effort for the years 2001-2003 in the 10-30 fathom depth zone of statistical subareas 10-21.  He reported that CPUE increased in the past few years, and in 2006 reached a record level of approximately 1,200 pounds per day and was only slightly down in 2007. He stated that average size for brown and white shrimp was slightly down from 2006 (smaller shrimp) and slightly up for pink shrimp (larger shrimp) in 2007. With regard to recruitment, he noted that for brown and white shrimp, it remain relatively high and slightly down for pink shrimp.  Also, he reported that for brown shrimp, an increase in effort would result in an increase in yield, although this was not necessarily the case for white and pink shrimp.

With regard to the status of the stocks, Dr. Nance stated that for brown shrimp the number of parents in 2007 was at the highest level ever, and for white shrimp, it was only slightly below the highest level recorded.  For pink shrimp parent numbers were estimated at slightly below the overfishing threshold; however, since effort was down and CPUE was up with larger shrimp, it appears that any determination of overfishing would be inconsistent with these findings and the parent stock numbers reflect lack of data and/or incompatibilities in the model.  For royal red shrimp, Dr. Nance stated that 2007 catches were approximately 230,000 pounds and well below the overfishing threshold.

Biological Review of the Tortugas Shrimp Fishery Through December 2007

Dr. Hart reported that overall pink shrimp catch for Statistical Subareas 1-9 was down in 2007, particularly in Statistical Subzones 1-3 (Tortugas Grounds) where approximately 80-90% of the overall west Florida harvest occurs.  He stated that size of catches had increased, and the >67 count sizes were nonexistent.  He reported that effort had declined significantly in all Statistical Subareas 1-9 and in the Tortugas to levels below the 1960s.  He also noted that CPUE in the Tortugas Area had increased related to previous years.  He stated that recruitment was below average in the last few years, but there was a poor stock/recruitment relationship.  He reported that there was still no discernable relationship between the number of parents and subsequent recruits, and that environmental conditions were probably the primary factors in the decline in recruitment.
Other Business
The Shrimp AP voted unanimously to recommend that the Council request that NMFS perform a new bycatch practicability analysis of current BRD and TED technologies to reevaluate the requirement to reduce the total finfish bycatch by 30% by weight and to recommend to the Council a revised finfish bycatch reduction target that would be practicable.  This analysis should include consideration of the socioeconomic costs as compared to the biological benefits of BRD bycatch technologies.
By consensus, the Shrimp AP voted to request that the next Shrimp AP meeting be held in New Orleans, if possible.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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