GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities September-November 2008 

Artificial Reef Bureau

Utilizing funds from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the Artificial Reef Bureau deployed 315 Goliath Reef Balls on 2 of Mississippi’s offshore permitted reef zones.  The Artificial Reef Bureau will conduct biological and physical monitoring on the Reef Balls for grant obligations.  There were also 2 steel hull vessels deployed.  A 70 foot steel hull shrimp boat that was washed ashore during Hurricane Gustav and a 50 foot landing craft that was donated by Gulf Islands National Seashore.

Finfish Bureau

There are 51charter boat operators under contract in the Emergency Disaster Recovery Program (EDRP) fisheries recovery monitoring segment .  EDRP II funds are being utilized to continue this program and 1,750 recovery reports have been submitted under this program.
Forty-nine commercial fishermen have signed contracts to participate in fisheries recovery monitoring, which began March 15, 2008.  939 commercial finfish fishermen trips have been reported.  The commercial fisheries recovery report program is ongoing with EDRP II funds.  

There was no release of juvenile red snapper in this time frame because of extremely high mortality rates in the red snapper larva obtained from strip spawned brood stock.  Currently photoperiod and temperature are being manipulated to try to “naturally spawn” adult red snapper.  It is hoped that this will improve larval survival.

New recreational fishing records for September – November of 2008.

Conventional Tackle

Houndfish: 1 lbs .01 oz



Yellowedge Grouper: 32 lb
Atlantic Cutlassfish: 2 lb 2.2 oz


Bearded Brotula: 17 lb 3 oz

Ocellated Frogfish:  6 lb



Bank Sea Bass: 9.6 oz




Ladyfish: 3 lb 9.28 oz




Greater Amberjack: 113 lb 13.6 oz 

Fly Fishing Tackle

Yellow Chub: 4 lb 4.8 oz

Blue Runner: 5 lb 5.6 oz

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Office of Marine Fisheries, Seafood Technology Bureau Regulatory Program activities for September 1, 2008 – November 30, 2008 consisted of 25 regulatory inspections, 5 public outreach events and 336 technical assistance activities. 

 

The Mississippi Shellfish Sanitation Program has passed FDA’s program evaluation inspections.

Continuing implementation of FDA-ISSC Vibrio parahaemolyticus control measures changes in regulations through education and technical assistance on the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) Plan changes with every certified seafood dealer’s. 

STB is now featured on DMR’s webpage. This webpage features our programs, staff, related agency links, rules and regulations, and cookbook information. The link for the webpage is http://www.dmr.state.ms.us/Fisheries/Seafood-Technology
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
To help improve fuel efficiency for shrimpers, the CMR approved a new size limit for shrimp trawl doors in the state of Mississippi at its Sept. 16 meeting in Biloxi. The new rule went into effect Monday, Sept. 22, 2008. An update to state code changes trawl door size maximum measurements to 2,448 square inches; however, if the trawl door is not configured in the standard rectangle measuring 6 feet in length and 34 inches in height, the total area of the trawl door must be verified, approved, documented and tagged by the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources (DMR) Shrimp and Crab Bureau.

The EDRP II Shrimp Fishery Recovery Monitoring Program accepted trip tickets through October 15.  A total of 6270 fishery tickets were submitted by over 300 resident shrimpers.  Data compilation and analysis is on-going.

Since 1999, the MS Derelict Crab Trap Cleanup has yielded over 17,000 derelict crab traps recovered and recycled, with over 12,000 of those traps being recovered by storm-affected commercial fishermen participating in EDRP II.  The cleanup has been a cooperative effort of MS commercial fishermen, MDMR, and Gulf Coast Research Lab (GCRL).  For these efforts the MS program has been awarded a First Place 2008 EPA Gulf of Mexico Program Gulf Guardian Award, which was presented at the EPA Partnerships in Action 20th Anniversary Celebration, October 29 in New Orleans.

The DMR Shrimp & Crab Bureau is partnering with the Mississippi Gulf Coast National Heritage Area and Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Consortium to record oral histories as an educational video to tell the story of Mississippi’s seafood industry.  Interviews of local fishing icons began November 3, 2008.

The MS Crab Task Force met November 19, 2008 in Biloxi. The task Force is working with the Diamondback Terrapin Work Group to address terrapin bycatch in crab traps and is now voluntarily installing TEDs in their traps that may be set in terrapin habitat.  

Shellfish Bureau
Oyster Season began Sept 25th 2008. Total catch through November 30th, 2008 is 150,851 sacks of oysters harvested from 6188 boat trips.
In September, 2008 Mississippi Marine Services finished deploying 24,444 cubic yards of limestone and 24,196 cubic yards of oyster shell on the Western oyster reefs. Total cost of this project is $2,892,184 and was funded by EDRP. Due to the delay of deployment of cultch material from weather related activities (Mississippi River flooding, Gustav and Ike the contractor was not able to fulfill the full amount of deliverables. It was mutually agreed to complete the remainder of the contract in the spring of 2009.
An Oyster Stewardship Program meeting was held on October 15, 2008 at the MDMR Bolton Building with the Mississippi dealers and processors. 5dealers/processors and 7 staff were in attendance. Items on the agenda that were discussed were the 2008 oyster season update, restoration activities, and changes in FDA V.p/V.v regulations, experimental harvest limits and a moratorium in license sales. On October 21, 2008 the Oyster Stewardship meeting was held at the GCRL. 36 Mississippi oyster harvesters were in attendance as well as 8 MDMR staff and 2 MDMR marine patrol officers. The same agenda above was discussed.
DMR personnel will monitor and assess the recovery of the Mississippi Gulf Coast oyster resources. – DMR Personnel continues to monitor and assess the oyster resources by taking oyster samples by dredges and mapping areas using GPS and ArcMap GIS software. 

Tab R, No. 1








PAGE  
2

