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The Joint Outreach and Education Committee of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council convened in the Bon Secour Bay Room of the Renaissance Hotel, Mobile, Alabama, Monday afternoon, October 27, 2008, and was called to order at 4:10 p.m. by Chairman Bobbi Walker.
ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES
CHAIRMAN BOBBI WALKER:  You have before you Tab I, Number 1, the agenda for the Joint Outreach and Education Committee.  Are there any additions or deletions to the agenda?  Hearing none, the agenda is adopted.  The minutes are located at Tab I, Number 2.  Are there any additions or deletions or changes or suggestions?  Is there any opposition to the adoption of the minutes?  Hearing none, the minutes are adopted.  Now I’m going to turn it over to Ms. Ponce and the Direction to Convene the O&E AP.

DIRECTION TO CONVENE THE O&E AP
MS. CHARLENE PONCE:  Really, all I need from you today is direction to convene the AP.  You guys didn’t do it last time.

MS. JULIE MORRIS:  I move that we request that Charlene convene the AP.

MR. CORKY PERRET:  Second.
CHAIRMAN WALKER:  I have a motion and a second.  Is there any discussion?  Is there any objection?  Hearing no objection, the motion carries.

REVIEW OF DRAFT O&E AP AGENDA

MS. PONCE:  The only other thing is I put a draft agenda in there for what I’m proposing for the O&E AP.  It’s not very detailed, because I thought you would want to let the AP be in the driver’s seat on this.  If you want to look that over and if you have anything specific that you want me to add, I’ll be happy to do that.

CHAIRMAN WALKER:  That’s Tab I, Number 3.

MR. PERRET:  Charlene, did all the members that were recommended, are they all willing to serve?

MS. PONCE:  Yes, they’re all willing to serve.  All but one has turned in their law enforcement form and I’m told that that was faxed over today.

CHAIRMAN WALKER:  Do any committee members have any recommendations to the agenda for our AP?  Is there any other business to come before the committee?

MR. PERRET:  We’ll have a lot of expertise and hopefully they’ll all be interested and attend it and hopefully will their help we’ll be able to do a better job getting information out in a timely fashion and that sort of thing.  New committee and we’ll be anxious to see how they perform.

CHAIRMAN WALKER:  Thank you, Mr. Perret.  Any other comments from the committee?

MR. BOB GILL:  Any update on date and location of the AP meeting?

MS. PONCE:  Everyone is available February 2 and 3.  It will be in Louisiana, in New Orleans, but I don’t know where yet.

MS. KAREN FOOTE:  I’m also looking forward to the product of this committee, but I would suggest that part of the introduction is the council process, because these people -- Most of them will be very naïve on the council process, which in many ways is good and I wish I was very naïve on the council process, but starry-eyed coming in to fix it without understanding the parameters that we’re working under will not help us.

CHAIRMAN WALKER:  That is a very good suggestion, Ms. Foote.  Without any objection from the committee, if I don’t hear any objection, we will add the council process as the first item of business on the agenda.  Any other suggestions?  Thank you, Ms. Foote.  Hearing none, a motion to adjourn would be in order.  

MR. GILL:  So moved.

MR. PERRET:  Second.

CHAIRMAN WALKER:  We’re adjourned.
(Whereupon, the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m., October 27, 2008.)
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