GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities December 2008- February 2009
Artificial Reef Bureau

Mississippi’s Artificial Reef Program is currently working with the Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission on a staging site in Hancock County for the old Highway 90 Bridge rubble. This material will be stored, crushed, loaded, and barged out from this site to artificial reef sites for future deployments.  

The 2009 site plans for inshore reef construction is complete. The creation and enhancing of 18 inshore reefs sites though out the 3 coastal counties will be done with the use of 21,000 tons of crushed concrete.

The Mississippi Artificial Reef Rigs to Reef Program is currently working with a petroleum industry representative on a project in the main pass area south of Mississippi. Reef permits were obtained and the deployment should begin in early summer.   

Finfish Bureau

There are 51 charter boat operators under contract in the Emergency Disaster Recovery Program (EDRP) fisheries recovery monitoring segment.  EDRP II funds are being utilized to continue this program and 1,618 recovery reports have been submitted. This program will end March 15, 2009.

Forty-nine commercial fishermen have signed contracts to participate in fisheries recovery monitoring, which began March 15, 2008.  1,024 commercial finfish fishermen trips have been reported.  The commercial fisheries recovery report program is ongoing with EDRP II funds but will end March 15, 2009.  

New recreational fishing records for December 2008 – February of 2009.

Fly Fishing Tackle

Florida Pompano: 3 lb 12.8 oz

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Office of Marine Fisheries, Seafood Technology Bureau Regulatory Program activities consisted of 42 regulatory inspections, 2 public outreach event, 913 technical assistance activities and sponsored one Basic seafood HACCP Training. 

 

STB has published 2 brochures “How to Start a Seafood Business in Mississippi” translated to Vietnamese and Spanish to serve the members MS seafood industry and the general public. The link for the webpage is http://www.dmr.state.ms.us/Fisheries/Seafood-Technology
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
Shrimp season closed at midnight, December 31, 2008 except south of the Intracoastal Waterway.  All state waters will close to shrimping activities except live bait shrimping at midnight, April 30, 2009.  2008 landings of 10.4 million lbs. (heads-on) are down by almost half of pre-Katrina landings.  Current MS resident commercial shrimpers are about 500, little more than half pre-Katrina numbers.  
The EDRP II Shrimp Fishery Monitoring Program accepted trip tickets through October 15.  A total of 6281 fishery tickets were submitted by over 300 resident shrimp vessels. 
The DMR Shrimp & Crab Bureau is partnering with the MS Gulf Coast National Heritage Area (MGCNHA) and MS-AL Sea Grant Consortium to record oral histories as an educational video to tell the story of Mississippi’s seafood industry.  On-going interviews of local fishing community icons began November 2008.  The film will be shown at the May 12 Coastal Development Strategies (Smart Growth) Conference in Biloxi.  

Mississippi will not have a closed season for derelict crab trap removal in 2009. MDMR/GCRL staff is using this time to assess cleanup efforts to date.  While monitoring, agency staff has collected and recycled 373 pots in late 2008 and early 2009. These efforts will continue through March 31.  To date, over 17,000 derelict crab traps have been removed from MS waters and recycled.

The MS Crab Task Force continues to work with the Gulf Regional Diamondback Terrapin Work Group to address incidental terrapin catch in crab traps and is now voluntarily installing TEDs in their traps (2000 to date) that may be set in terrapin habitat.  DMR staff has worked cooperatively with both groups to encourage terrapin education, trap TED use and help with installation.  Additionally, outreach to MS recreational crabbers and trap builders has resulted in 650 TEDs distributed.

The DMR Real-Time Hydrological Monitoring Program has rebuilt two historically important Western Sound stations (were lost in Katrina) used specifically in monitor conditions around productive oyster reefs.  Data from all twelve stations at www.dmr.ms.gov.

On February 20, DMR and partners held the second in a series of seminars with the goal of enhancing familiarity between interested groups and increasing awareness of the programs, needs and opportunities that are relevant to marine research of MS waters.  “Hypoxia in the Mississippi Bight” was the subject of the seminar.  The first seminar, “Managing Mississippi’s Oyster Resource & Associated Monitoring” was held November 7.  Next seminar summer 2009.

Shellfish Bureau
Oyster Season began Sept 25th 2008. Total catch through March 17th, 2009 was 385,946 sacks of oysters harvested from 16,444 boat trips. Bids for the spring shell plant were opened and accepted in February. The spring cultch plant will begin in May
Oyster Stewardship meetings were held January 12th and 13th to discuss oyster rules and regulations, conditions of the reefs, water quality, oyster monitoring activities and limited entry. On February 11th a shellfish sanitation meeting was held with the harvesters and dealers concerning overboard discharge and marine sanitation devices. Over 80 people attended these three meetings.
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