Staff Comments to Proposed Rule on Council Operations
Requirement: 

1. Requirements relative to the Council Coordination Committee (CCC) consisting of Council chairs, executive directors, and others, to work on issues of common concern. 

Comment:

No comment.  SOPPs are current this issue.
Requirement: 

2. Requirements relative to the Scientific and Statistical Committee (SSC) in the regulations and requirements for financial interest reporting by the SSC.
Comment:

Section 600.235(b)(5) states “. . . An individual being considered for appointment to an SSC must file the Financial Interest Form with the Regional Administrator for the geographic area concerned within 45 days prior to appointment.”  

There are no provisions stating the consequences of not completing and filing a Financial Interest Form, and it is not clear who will monitor the filing status.  Additionally, the MSRA does not require a form be filed 45 days prior.  It seems to be unreasonable to request that a SSC candidate be requested to disclose this type of information before he or she is appointed.
Requirement:

3. Update meeting announcement requirements for the Councils, their committees, advisory panels (AP), Fishing Industry Advisory Committees (FIAC), and the CCC, consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
Comment:

No comment.  SOPPs are current this issue.

Requirement: 

4. Requirement for Councils to establish a procedure for proposed regulations submitted to the Secretary,
Comment:

At its January 2008 meeting, the Council approved delegating authority to the Chairman to “review editorial changes to the regulations and deem as necessary and appropriate”.  The Council did not establish a “procedure” that is included in the SOPPs.
Requirement: 

5. Designation of an alternate for the Indian tribal representative of the Pacific Fishery Management Council.

N/A
Requirement: 

6.  Requirements for nominating individuals to the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council.
Comment:
No comment.  Section 600.215 requires Governors to ensure their list of nominees include representatives of certain fishery sectors, as well as at least one other individual knowledgeable in fishery conservation and management.  Also provides a process for citizens to nominate individuals.
Requirement: 

7. Revisions to the process and deadline for governors to submit Council member nominations to the Secretary.
Comment:

Revised to require that only the “names” of Council nominees be submitted by March 15 and allowing until March 31 for submission of the completed nomination packages.  Allows the state governors more flexibility in submitting nominees.
Requirement:
8. Restrictions on direct or indirect lobbying of legislators by Council members, Council staff, and contractors.
Comment:

No comment.  The proposed revision adds a new paragraph to clarify what is allowed and not allowed through direct lobbying and indirect lobbying.
Requirement:

9. Addition of lobbying and advocacy as types of financial interest activities that must be reported by affected individuals.
Comment:
No comment.  
Requirement:

10. Specifying that SSC members be treated as ‘‘affected individuals’’ in regards to certain financial interest reporting requirements, consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
Comment:
See comment in requirement number 2.

Requirement:

11.  Requirement that financial disclosures made by appointed Council members to be posted on the internet, consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
Comment:

No comment.  Gulf Council is in compliance.
Requirement:

12. Requirement that new Council members attend a training course developed by the Secretary, consistent with the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
Comment:

No comment.  
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