
FIN comments regarding 
Monitoring the Gulf of Mexico Commercial Reef Fish Fishery
General Comments by FIN 

· There needs to be adequate enforcement (with concrete consequences for not complying) for all of the proposed reporting requirements for these requirements to be successful.  Without sufficient enforcement, the proposed rules and regulations will not provide improvement in the available data.

· FIN believed it was important to state that adequate funding needs to be available to ensure the success of the proposed requirements.  While this may be stating the obvious, the group believed it was essential to document.

· Another key to success is sufficient outreach to the fishermen and dealers about the proposed rules and regulations.  Without the support and input from industry, the proposed requirements are destined to fail.

Fishing Logbooks Recommendations (from document)
· Require and include the recording of all fish caught at sea, including an estimate of the weight of fish caught and released by species by area and gear type, in fishing logbooks.

· Require and include the recording of lost gear, including the amount of gear (length of groundline and number of hooks) and location of disappearance, in fishing logbooks.

· Record fishing events on a daily basis (If possible, data should be collected for set location and soak time) in fishing logbooks.

· Complete all daily Fishing Logbook trip report forms by 12:00 p.m. (noon) of the day following a fishing day.

· Develop and implement an electronic standardized template as soon as practicable.

FIN Comments - it is essential to have validation of the logbook data.  This can be accomplished via at-sea sampling as well as utilizing evolving technologies (electronic monitoring with cameras, etc).  Also, it was recognized that daily recording of the information was important and key; there may not be a need for daily reporting of these data at this point in time.
Dealer Reports Recommendations (from document)
· Require dealers who receive Reef Fish to submit to the SEFSC complete and accurate Dealer Reports which include aggregated landed weights by species for all species landed.

· Require submission of Dealer Reports on a weekly basis and receipt of Dealer Reports by the SEFSC no later than 5 days following the week during which data were received.

· Expedite and expand a mandatory electronic Dealer Report system to all reef species managed under ACLs.

FIN Comments - while having quicker reporting periods would assist in managing species under ACLs, it needs to be realized that changing the reporting period for the state trip ticket programs (dealer reporting) might be problematic and difficult to accomplish in a short timeframe.
Integrated Data Systems Recommendations (from Reef Fish document)
· Require entry of Fishing Logbook, Dealer Report and VMS data into a single Fisheries Operating System (FOS) that allows for data merging, checking, and reporting.

FIN Comments - the Committee believed this was a great concept and stressed the importance of involving all partners in this process.  FIN should be integrally involved in the development of such as system.
Tab G, No. 4








2

