GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities March 2009- May 2009 

Artificial Reef Bureau

Mississippi’s Artificial Reef Program continues to work with the Hancock County Port and Harbor Commission on a staging site in Hancock County for the old Highway 90 Bridge rubble. This material will be stored, crushed, loaded, and barged from this site to artificial reef sites for future deployment.  

The 2009 site plans for inshore reef construction is complete. The creation and enhancing of 18 inshore reefs sites though out the 3 coastal counties will be done with the use of 21,000 tons of crushed concrete.

The Mississippi Artificial Reef Rigs to Reef Program is currently working with a petroleum industry representative on a project in the main pass area south of Mississippi. Reef permits were obtained and the deployment should begin in early summer.   

Finfish Bureau

The charterboat and commercial finfish recovery report programs for EDRP I and EDRP II have been completed. Both of these programs had approximately 50 people participating in each and a total of 12,439 tickets were submitted between the two programs. The data is now being verified for accuracy.  

New recreational fishing records for March 2009 – May of 2009.

Conventional Fishing Tackle

Sand Seatrout (Cynoscion arenarius)   6 lbs. 9.6 oz.

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Office of Marine Fisheries, Seafood Technology Bureau Regulatory Program recertified 55 seafood dealers and certified 3 new seafood dealers for FY 2009-2010. Conducted and participated in five public outreach activities and distributed seafood safety packets, including the seafood business guide and brochure “How to Start a Seafood Business” that was translated into Spanish and Vietnamese. 
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
All state waters were closed to shrimping (except live bait shrimping) at midnight, April 30, 2009.  However, the shrimp season was extended south of the Intracoastal Waterway from May 1, 2009 until May 10, 2009.  2008 landings of 10.4 million lbs. (heads-on) are down by almost 50% of pre-Katrina landings.  MS resident commercial shrimpers number 510 slightly over half pre-Katrina numbers.  Shrimp sampling began in late April for the upcoming 2009-2010 season and will continue until an opening date is determined.  

The DMR Shrimp & Crab Bureau is partnering with the MS Gulf Coast National Heritage Area (MGCNHA) and MS-AL Sea Grant Consortium to record oral histories as an educational video to tell the story of Mississippi’s seafood industry.  On-going interviews of local fishing community icons began in November 2008.  

Mississippi will not have a closed season for derelict crab trap removal in 2009. MDMR/GCRL staff is using this time to assess cleanup efforts to date.  While monitoring, agency staff collected and recycled 373 pots in late 2008 and early 2009. These efforts continued through March 31.  To date, 17,856 derelict crab traps have been removed from MS waters and recycled.

The MS Crab Task Force continues to work with the Gulf Regional Diamondback Terrapin Work Group to address incidental terrapin catch in crab traps and is now voluntarily installing TEDs in recreational and commercial traps (2,300 to date) that may be set in terrapin habitat.  DMR staff has worked cooperatively with both groups to encourage terrapin education, trap TED use and help with installation.  

Shellfish Bureau

Oyster Season began Sept 25th 2008. Total catch through March 30th 2009 was 385,949 sacks of oysters harvested from 16,261 boat trips. The spring cultch plant began April 11th, 2009. Approximately 38,000 cubic yards of cultch material was deposited over 1,066 acres. The MDMR Shellfish Bureau hosted the 2009 Gulf and South Atlantic Shellfish Conference in Ocean Springs. Representatives from 8 states attended.
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