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GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities June - July 2009 

Artificial Reef Bureau

The Artificial Reef Bureau contracted with Reef Innovations, INC. to build and deploy 230 Goliath Reef Balls.  These reef balls will be deployed on Mississippi’s reef sites south of Ship Island.  

The 2009 site plans for inshore reef construction is complete. The creation and enhancing of 18 inshore reefs sites though out the 3 coastal counties will be done with the use of 21,000 tons of crushed concrete.  These deployments began and will continue through the fall of this year. 

An 85 foot steel hull shrimp boat was deployed on one of our offshore reefs.  This vessel was abandoned and drifted on the public beach in Biloxi.   A contract was issued to refloat the vessel, environmentally clean it for a reef and deploy.   

Finfish Bureau

The data for the charterboat and commercial finfish recovery report programs for EDRP I and EDRP II is being verified and reviewed so assessments can be made. Fisheries personnel participated in a Casting for Conservation kids fishing tournament on June 20 at Gulfport Small Craft Harbor where over 100 kids participated. Personnel assisted with fish identification, knot tying, casting, boat and water safety, and bait distribution. These tournaments utilize EDRP II public outreach funds. 

New recreational fishing records for June-July of 2009.

Conventional Fishing Tackle:
Tiger Shark 120 lbs.  12.8 oz.

Blacknose Shark  20 lbs.  13 oz.

Bonnethead  8 lbs. 0 oz.

Atlantic Sharpnose Shark 6lbs.  4.0 oz.

Gulf Kingfish  1 lb.  15.36  oz.

Ocean Triggerfish  3lbs.  2.8 oz.

Finetooth Shark  21 lbs.  11.84 oz.
Bull Shark  130 lbs.  7.36 oz.

Leopard Toadfish  1 lbs. 5oz.

Fly-fishing Tackle:
Finetooth Shark  19 lbs. 1.92 oz.

Spotted Seatrout  6 lbs. 0.8 oz.

Red Snapper  12 lbs. 2.88 oz.

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Office of Marine Fisheries, Seafood Technology Bureau Regulatory Program staff inspected 58 certified seafood dealers for the first quarter of FY 2009-2010. 

The Bureau sponsored a Norovirus Workshop on June 2, 2009, in Biloxi, MS which was attended by 4 different agency representatives with 27 participants. 

Conducted and participated in 2 public outreach activities:  Hancock County Tourism Week and Children’s Health Fair at Edgewater Mall, Biloxi, MS. New Seafood Officer presented an overview of the Seafood Technology’s Public Outreach Program at the MDMR Marine Fisheries Bi-annual meeting. 

Distributed seafood safety packets, including the seafood business guide and brochure “How to Start a Seafood Business” that was translated into Spanish and Vietnamese, and Vibrio education materials  to different libraries and Health Centers or Hospitals in the southwestern part of the state as part of the Public Outreach Program on Seafood Safety.

EDRP II project on Seafood Testing is partnering with the Mississippi State University’s Experimental Seafood Laboratory of the MSU-Coastal Research and Extension Center. The project will be purchasing equipment that will serve the Mississippi Seafood industry on its laboratory and research needs.
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
Mississippi shrimp season opened south of the Intracoastal Waterway on June 25 at 6:00 a.m.; 230 vessels were observed shrimping.  Mississippi waters north of the Intracoastal Waterway opened July 7.  Only 212 vessels were shrimping Mississippi waters on that second half of the opening, indicative of the many hardships of the shrimping industry, (low shrimp numbers, poor prices due to imported shrimp, high fuel costs and the loss of historical infrastructure support).  It was the latest season opening on record and the fewest participants which just 10 years ago were over 1,000 on opening day.  

The DMR Shrimp & Crab Bureau is partnering with the MS Gulf Coast National Heritage Area (MGCNHA) and MS-AL Sea Grant Consortium to record oral histories as an educational video to tell the story of Mississippi’s seafood industry.  On-going interviews of local fishing community icons began in November 2008.  The video should be finalized and distributed in fall 2009.

Shellfish Bureau

A Norovirus Meeting was held June 2nd at the MDMR Bolton Building in Biloxi. Participants included MDMR Shellfish Bureau, FDA, DEQ and Mississippi Public Health Officials and the Mississippi Hospitality Association. The meeting was held to discuss better communication methods in the event of a norovirus outbreak.

Lease Holders: One lease holder deposited 134.26 tons of #57 limestone on their 100 acre lease as part of the EDRP I oyster farming restoration program in July.
Personnel attended harmful algal blooms (HABs) training in St Petersburg on June 1st.  Sampling procedures have been established in conjunction with the Phytoplankton Monitoring Network (PMN). This is a cooperative volunteer networking program sponsored by NOAA for monitoring algal blooms.

Oyster reef Monitoring and Assessment: Square meter dives and 1 minute dredge tows were sampled on the various commercial oyster reefs as part of our continuous reef monitoring program. The dive samples were expedited by the help of the MDMR Marine Patrol Dive Team as part of their dive training.
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