GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities August - September 2009 

Artificial Reef Bureau

During this period, the Artificial Reef Bureau deployed approximately 20,000 cubic yards of crushed concrete and lime stone on 21 inshore reef sites in the three coastal counties.  The inshore reefs are located near boat ramps for fishermen utilizing small boats, around piers for pier fisherman and near shore for wade fishermen.  

There has been one steel hull vessel, 6 loads of concrete culverts and 230 Goliath Reef Balls deployed on Mississippi’s offshore reefs.  Emergency Disaster Recovery Program (EDRP) funds were used for both the inshore and offshore reef restorations/enhancements.

Omega Protein donated a 176 foot Menhaden vessel “The Great Wicomico” and covered the costs for the environmental cleaning of the vessel.  Plans are to deploy this vessel at one of Mississippi’s offshore artificial reef sites in October 2009. 
Finfish Bureau
Data collected from the charterboat and commercial finfish recovery report programs for EDRP I and EDRP II is being verified and reviewed so assessments can be made. Fisheries personnel participated in a Casting for Conservation kids fishing tournament on September 12 at River Park in Pascagoula with approximately 100 children participating. Personnel assisted with fish identification, knot tying, casting, boat and water safety, and bait distribution. These tournaments are funded by EDRP II public outreach funds. 

New recreational fishing records for August-September of 2009.

Conventional Fishing Tackle:
Atlantic Sharpnose Shark 10lbs.  4.16 oz..

Finetooth Shark  22 lbs.  9.66 oz.
Fly-fishing Tackle:
Remora  2 lbs. 13.76 oz.
Vermillion Snapper  2 lbs.  5.12 oz.

Yellowfin Tuna  13 lbs.  12.96 oz.

Lane Snapper  1 lb.  0.88 oz.

Greater Amberjack  26 lbs. 7.36 oz.
King Mackerel  27 lbs. 6.4 oz.

Atlantic Sharpnose Shark 10 lbs. 6.24 oz.
Tripletail  16 lbs. 11.84 oz.

Blacktip Shark  55 lbs. 0.32 oz.

Spinner Shark  106 lbs. 0.8 oz.

Rock Hind 1 lb 5.44 oz.
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
The DMR Shrimp & Crab Bureau is partnering with the MS Gulf Coast National Heritage Area (MGCNHA) and MS-AL Sea Grant Consortium to record oral histories as an educational video to tell the story of Mississippi’s seafood industry.  On-going interviews of local fishing community icons began in November 2008.  The video should be finalized and distributed in fall 2009.

Production of the Gulf of Mexico Alliance Profiles Series documentary has been completed.  The 30-minute show will be narrated by Lou Gossett, Jr. and was first aired nationally on Sept. 23 on the Discovery Channel.  

The Bureau is developing an Endangered Species Act Section 6 Agreement Application Package for submission to NOAA Fisheries to promote better cooperation on the conservation of threatened and endangered marine species for the state.  

The MS Crab Task Force will meet late September to work on the upcoming 2010 MS Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program, tentatively set for late January 2010.  The award winning trap cleanup program has received a $31,000 grant from the Fish America Foundation in partnership with the Brunswick Public Foundation and the NOAA Restoration Center for Community-based Habitat Restoration.

The Bureau has a new more sturdy and safer shrimp sampling vessel., the new vessel is 34 foot long with twin outboards engines.

Shellfish Bureau

The fall cultch plant began August 2nd  23,588 cubic yards of #57 limestone was deposited over 500 acres on the Pass Marianne and Pass Christian Reefs. In August over 600 news letters were sent out to oyster harvesters and other people of interest highlighting the activities of the MDMR Shellfish Program

The oyster stewardship meeting was held on August 27th in Long Beach and 163 oyster harvesters and processors attended the meeting. Oyster season opened on September 11th.  Preliminary estimates indicate that 70 to 80 fishermen are harvesting approximately 1,400 sacks per day.

Oyster reef Monitoring and Assessment: Square meter dives and 1 minute dredge tows were taken on the various commercial oyster reefs as part of our continuous reef monitoring program. Two Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) stations are being sampled twice each month, no HAB have been detected to date.
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