
GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

BUDGET/PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
The Perdido Beach Resort
 

        Orange Beach, Alabama
August 12, 2009

VOTING MEMBERS

Bob Shipp
Alabama 

Kevin Anson (designee for Vernon Minton)
Alabama

Myron Fischer (designee for Randy Pausina)
Louisiana
Robert Gill
Florida

Harlon Pearce
Louisiana 
Robin Riechers (designee for Larry McKinney)
Texas

NON-VOTING MEMBERS

Roy Crabtree
NMFS, SERO, St. Petersburg, Florida

John Greene, Jr.
Alabama 

Joe Hendrix
Texas

Tom McIlwain
Mississippi

Damon McKnight
Louisiana

Vernon Minton
Alabama 
Julie Morris
Florida

William Perret (designee for William Walker)
Mississippi

Michael Ray
Texas 
Ed Sapp
Florida

Larry Simpson
GSMFC
Brian Sullivan
USCG

William Teehan (designee for Ken Haddad)
Florida

Kay Williams
Mississippi

STAFF

Steven Atran
Population Dynamics Statistician
Steve Bortone
Executive Director
Assane Diagne
Economist
Trish Kennedy
Administrative Assistant

Shepherd Grimes
NOAA General Counsel
Richard Leard
Deputy Executive Director
Phyllis Miranda
Secretary

Charlene Ponce
Public Information Officer

Cathy Readinger
Administrative Officer

Carrie Simmons
Fishery Biologist

Amanda Thomas
Court Reporter

OTHER PARTICIPANTS
Dave Allison
Oceana, Washington, D.C.
Juan Agar
SEFSC 

Kim Amendola
NMFS

Pam Anderson
Panama City, FL

Pam Baker
Environmental Defense, Austin, TX

Steve Branstetter
NMFS

David Bernhart
NMFS

Glen Brooks
GFA, Bradenton, FL

James Bruce
Cutoff, LA

Vicki Cornish
Ocean Conservancy, Washington, D.C.

Eileen Daugherty
Environmental Defense, Charleston, S.C.

Jason DeLaCruz
Brickyard Fishing, Seminole, FL

Dave Donaldson
GSMFC

Tracy Dunn
NOAA OLE

Libby Fetherston
St. Petersburg, FL 

Elizabeth Griffin
Oceana, Washington, D.C.

Chad Hansen
Pew Environmental Group, Crawfordville, IL

Duane Harris
SAFMC

Walter Keithly
Baton Rouge, LA

Fred Knowles
Panama City, FL

Jessica Koelsch
Ocean Conservancy, St. Petersburg, FL 

Randy Lauser
Largo, FL

Erika Lauser
Largo, FL

Donald Leal
MT

Ron Lukens
Omega Protein, High Springs, FL

Rick Marks
SOFA and GFA, Reston, VA

Dave McKinney
Environmental Defense, Austin, TX

Russell Nelson
CCA, FL

Bart Niquet
Lynn Haven, FL

Chris Niquet
Lynn Harbor, FL

Dennis O’Hern
FRA, St. Petersburg, FL

Heather Paffe
Environmental Defense, Austin, TX

Randy Pausina
LA

Bonnie Ponwith
SEFSC

Dean Pruitt
GFA

Tracy Redding
Bon Secour, AL
Hal Robbins
NOAA OLE

Jim Smarr
RFA, Fulton, TX

Bob Spaeth
SOFA, FL

Phil Steele
NMFS
Andy Strelcheck
NMFS

Ed Swindell
Hammond, LA

T.J. Tate
Reef Fish Shareholder’s Alliance, St. Augustine, FL

Bill Tucker
Dunedin, FL

Robert Turpin
Gulf Breeze, FL

Russell Underwood
Lynn Haven, FL

Donald Waters
Pensacola, FL

Bob Zales, II
Panama City Boatmen’s Association, Panama City, FL

- - -

The Budget/Personnel Committee of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council convened in the Ballroom of the Perdido Beach Resort, Orange Beach, Alabama, Wednesday afternoon, August 12, 2009, and was called to order at 2:00 p.m. by Chairman Bob Shipp.

CHAIRMAN BOB SHIPP:  We will begin the afternoon session with the Budget/Personnel Committee, Tab E, Number 1.  We’ve got myself, Mr. Gill, Mr. Fischer, Kevin, Harlon, and Robin and I think everybody is here.  The first item on the agenda is the Adoption of the Agenda, Tab E, Number 1.  Anyone move that we adopt the agenda?
ADOPTION OF AGENDA AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MR. BOB GILL:  So moved.

MR. ROBIN RIECHERS:  Second.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any objections?  Okay.  The next item is E-2, the minutes.

MR. GILL:  Move approval.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Is there objection?  Hearing none, the minutes are adopted.  The next thing on the agenda, I want to start off with Cathy, because we had a sheet passed out and there’s some minor explanation that’s needed on that sheet.

2010 THROUGH 2014 MULTI-YEAR BUDGET
MS. CATHY READINGER:  Phyllis has emailed you a copy, plus you should also have a paper copy.  It’s the last two pages that are in Tab E, Number 3.  There was a correction made to that page and so we copied both pages, but nothing else in the budget that you received in your mailing has changed.  If you just look at that page 2 and 3 of the budget detail and, again, that’s the last two pages of your budget, that’s the only two pages that have a change on it.  It was just one item and now I’ll turn it over to Rick and he’ll review the activities portion of the budget.

DR. RICHARD LEARD:  Thank you.  I think, as Cathy mentioned before, we’re starting a new five-year budget beginning in 2010 and obviously budgeting out five years is a little bit on the difficult side and so basically, what we did was we went to the SEDAR schedule, which currently runs out to about 2013 or 2014, and then used that to anticipate activities, as well as basically just some other things.

Beginning with 2010, again, our SEDAR activities that are in 2009 will basically invoke activities for the council in 2010.  The first one there is the amendment, which is Amendment 32, I believe, to set the gag rebuilding plan and red grouper, possibly, some changes to TAC there.

The LAPP Amendment that we’ve been talking about and, of course, with each of these there’s the associated SSC/AP/SEP and public hearings.  For red snapper, we’ll get that stock assessment update here in another month and so we anticipate that that will be a regulatory amendment with public hearings and also the Mackerel Amendment 18 to set ACLs will be ongoing next year.

For shrimp, it’s the usual Texas closure.  We don’t anticipate any other activities.  Spiny Lobster Amendment 10 for the ACLs, the Generic ACL Amendment and we also are anticipating that this ecosystem management program is going to become more and more of a priority and as you approved at the last meeting, we hope to hire an ecosystem person and we’re anticipating holding three SSC, this is the special Ecosystem SSC, meetings along with this individual to kind of develop the beginnings of what might be an ecosystem pilot program or, such as the South Atlantic Council has done, a comprehensive ecosystem-based management plan.

Then we also are going to have to, as the South Atlantic Council did all in one amendment, we’re going to have to look at updating our EFH activities.

Then also we anticipate our Vessel Monitoring System AP to meet, as well as our usual Habitat APs and Enforcement AP and our Outreach and Education AP.  We also expect it to get rolling in 2010.  That’s 2010.  Are there any questions about that or do you want me to go on to 2011?

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any questions of Rick?

MS. READINGER:  Mr. Sapp did point out after he received the budget that under the secretarial FMPs the Billfish AP and the HMS AP has been combined and so each of the years will be less by approximately $3,000 to $4,000, because of that combination.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any other questions?  Okay, Rick.

DR. LEARD:  Thanks, Cathy.  I missed that.  Going into 2011 and looking at the SEDAR schedule, we expect to get a SEDAR assessment for deepwater grouper and tilefish.  We anticipate that that will at least invoke setting or maybe changing our ACLs that are being set through the generic amendment and there may be the need for a rebuilding plan if any of those stocks are declared to be overfished or undergoing overfishing.

Also, amberjack and, again, we’ll probably have to have an amendment to adjust the ACLs there and black grouper, the benchmark assessment for black grouper, the review is scheduled for January and so we expect to also have an amendment there.

With regard to mackerel, this would be Amendment 20 instead of 19.  This is all of the other activities that we had put into the scoping document that the council will be sort of culling through, I believe, at probably our next meeting, but at some point, once we get the options worked out, then we’ll be moving forward with that amendment.

Again, the Texas closure.  We also -- We put in here for a placeholder for Amendment 15.  It’s not so much that we’re going to be doing anything with the shrimp fishery, but assuming that there’s the possibility that the stone crab plan would be withdrawn, there are shrimp/stone crab closed areas off of Florida and these were set to basically implement some enforcement actions so that those two gears were not interacting with each other.

We’re, again, anticipating the possibility that if the stone crab plan is withdrawn and we don’t have it anymore that we may need to maintain those closures by moving those closed areas and whatnot into the Shrimp FMP, which we would be keeping.  That’s kind of the purpose for that placeholder there.

Again, like I said, with the comprehensive ecosystem amendment, after we go through and get things worked out, we expect to move forward with the actual amendment there or some pilot program of activities that would be equivalent to an amendment.  Again, as Cathy pointed out, there will be, in 2011, the same reduction, because of the combining of the Billfish and HMS APs.  Again, on the next page, we expect our Outreach and Education workshops and whatnot to continue with our APs and the Ecosystem AP.  Moving on to 2012 --

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  First, are there any questions on 2011?  Okay, Rick.

DR. LEARD:  With 2012, again, we expect to get an assessment for vermilion and gray triggerfish.  We kind of combined those.  We figure we can probably do them again together, as we did before.  There will at least be the need to make some adjustments to ACLs and maybe with triggerfish an adjustment to the rebuilding plan.

We’ll get an assessment for yellowtail and we anticipate, again, having to at least make adjustments to ACLs for that.  For coral, we’ll be looking at that I think in the generic amendment, but we think by the time we get around to 2012, at least for the harvest of the soft corals, we may need to do an amendment to the Coral FMP for that and maybe for some other activities, such as HAPCs, set some new HAPCs that would have restrictions on gear types that could be used over corals.

Mackerel, again, this is anticipating pretty far out into the future, but there has been expressed a desire to possibly move forward with a LAPP amendment for mackerel.  We’ll be scoping that with our scoping document and by 2012, we’ll see if we need a LAPP amendment for that.  I think that’s pretty much all of 2012.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Rick, a question on yellowtail.  Is the South Atlantic Council involved at all with yellowtail assessments or is that strictly ours?

DR. LEARD:  I believe that definitely they are.  Florida, I believe, is scheduled to actually do it, like they did the last time, but it would involve both the South Atlantic and us.  They’re not in the same amendment.  They’re not in the same FMP, because they’re in their Snapper Groper and they’re in our Reef Fish, but the assessment, I believe, is going to assess yellowtail on both the Atlantic and the Gulf.

DR. ROY CRABTREE:  Yes, that’s the correct.  The yellowtail assessment was a single assessment for basically South Florida and the black grouper assessment that is underway now is the same thing.  It’s a single assessment and it focuses on South Florida.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Okay, Rick, are you ready to move ahead with 2013?

DR. LEARD:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  Again, here we’ll get an update on king and Spanish mackerel and, again, we would expect that we would have to do an amendment to modify those ACLs as well as cobia and cobia is both in the Gulf and the South Atlantic and so that will be an assessment that’s done for both groups by then, or at least we anticipate that will be the case.

Also, since the South Atlantic Council had moved forward with a Dolphin and Wahoo FMP without us, there has been some desire expressed to add wahoo to the Coastal Pelagics FMP and we thought that maybe a better approach would be to kind of mirror what the South Atlantic Council did and that’s to add dolphin in along with wahoo.

I believe you requested at the last meeting that we add wahoo as a species to be considered to be added to the management plan for coastal migratory pelagics and we just thought that this might be a cleaner way to do it, is to just do a separate FMP like that South Atlantic Council did.

Also, you haven’t addressed this, but I know a number of council members that I’ve talked to have, is that blackfin tuna is not managed by either the councils or by HMS and some people have advised me that there’s been a growing fishery for blackfin in several areas of the Gulf.  

Again, we’re looking all the way out to 2013.  We know that certain things are going to change and other priorities may come in, but we put a blackfin tuna amendment, to add blackfin tuna to the Coastal Migratory Pelagics FMP at least for the Gulf and if the South Atlantic Council wants to move forward in the South Atlantic, then that would be fine as well.

Other than that, we also anticipate an EFH amendment, to possibly add some additional HAPCs and marine protected areas as we get additional information on coral locations.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Is that it, Rick?

DR. LEARD:  Yes.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any questions?  Moving well into the future.

DR. LEARD:  Finally, with 2014, and this is the hardest to really get a handle on, but we anticipate that we’ll get red snapper and we will probably have to do an adjustment to the red snapper rebuilding plan or at least modify the ACLs.

We will be getting either an update or a benchmark assessment for red grouper and gag grouper in 2013 and we anticipate that those will also result in some actions.  We separated them out as red grouper and gag grouper, not knowing whether or not the status of gag may change.  Hopefully whatever actions we need to take we can possibly take through a regulatory amendment.

Also, hogfish, we are planning with SEDAR that hogfish will be assessed by Florida and we may have to do an amendment to adjust the ACLs for hogfish.  Also, with goliath grouper, we think by then we may have enough information that we may need to move forward with an amendment to Reef Fish to either set an ACL for goliath grouper or to at least look at it.  Again, it’s really hard to project this far out, but there may be, by that time, enough information to set some sort of take.

Mackerel, we’re looking at in this case the South Atlantic Council wanted to look at adding cero and little tunny and so we’re looking at an amendment to the Mackerel FMP to add cero and little tunny and set ACLs and AMs for those species.  I believe that’s it.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any questions, general questions, for Rick?

MR. BILL TEEHAN:  I’m not on the committee, but, Rick, just a quick one.  In 2014, hopefully I won’t be here, but goliath grouper, I always thought that SEDAR was scheduled for 2013.  Was that changed recently or was it just my misunderstanding? 

DR. LEARD:  It is and no, you’re right.  We moved it up, hoping that we would be able to convince the Steering Committee to also move it up a little quicker, because there’s been a lot of interest, obviously, as you all know, in taking a harder look at goliath.  Of course, we’ve asked Florida and the Center to look into that and we hope that we’ll have some information before that actual SEDAR assessment is done and also, we hope that we’ll be able to move it up.

MR. TEEHAN:  Rick, like I said, I thought it was 2013 and it seems to have been moved back to 2014, back a year.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR STEVE BORTONE:  We have the SEDAR schedule and it’s got goliath in 2014.
DR. LEARD:  That’s what I was just looking at.  The latest from the May 8th meeting of the Steering Committee has goliath in 2014.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any other questions of Rick?

MR. CORKY PERRET:  I’m not on your committee, but one thing is glaring to me and I compliment Dr. Leard and Dr. Bortone and Cathy and the staff for this proposed budget for the next five years, but every category increases, and rightfully so, except one.

State liaison expenditure is projected not to change, according to this proposed budget, for five years and I don’t think it’s appropriate for staff to be suggesting any modifications, but I can assure you the states are not in the best financial shape and won’t be for probably the next few years.

In fact, yesterday I had a conversation with Secretary Barham from Louisiana and he was telling me that in the next couple of years they’re going to be looking at some real financial issues and I suspect that’s true in all the Gulf states and so don’t be surprised if some state director in the next year or two or whatever proposes an increase for liaison expenditures.  I think it’s justified.  That one category may change.

MS. KAY WILLIAMS:  On some of the expenditures, I believe I noticed where our stipend increases for our SSC members.  Is that correct and I was just wondering if in fact if it was supposed to increase.  Were they supposed to get the same cost of living or whatever the feds get?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BORTONE:  We looked at this and realized that there is likely to be, over a four or five-year period, a cost of living.  We were just guessing at that.  It’s prorated.  I suspect, in looking into the crystal ball, it won’t go like we did.  It will go up say $50 or $100 at a time, but we just had to allot for that and that’s the way it appears, why it appears that way.

MS. WILLIAMS:  The reason I ask is because I know that there were a few of the SSC members really didn’t -- They weren’t quite certain at the last meeting if they were being paid for the days that they were there or the days that they were there plus their travel and I don’t believe in our SOPPs we included a cost of living raise and I don’t even know that we need to.  It may just be allowed automatically.  I just wanted to mention that.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BORTONE:  Just to clarify that, we do not -- It was your opinion that we do not pay SSC members for travel.  The opinion has been going around to the other councils and some do and some don’t, but we have stayed with your recommendation not to pay for SSC travel days.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  I would like to add to that that we were just budgeted a lump sum for that and the SSC members only get paid as long as those funds are still there.  It really doesn’t matter that much if we pay them for travel and run out of money.  Then they wouldn’t get paid at all.  Any other questions for Rick?  Steve, did you want to address anything else on budget?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BORTONE:  Cathy, I believe, is going to explain a few things.

MS. READINGER:  The information I’ll be reviewing is on page 1, which should be the last three pages in your document.  The topic is “Budget Detail” and I first want to give you some numbers.  The way we based our budget was on the President’s request for the councils, which totaled $28.4 million for 2010.  If approved, the Gulf Council share would be $3.57 million.

That constitutes a base funding of $2.395 million, $130,500 for LAPP funding, $725,000 for ACL implementation, $103,000 for regulatory streamlining, $65,000 for SSC stipend pay, $30,000 in SEDAR support funding, and $128,000 for NEPA funding.  The total of the President’s request for the Gulf Council is $3.57 million.  Our budget that we’ll be submitting to NOAA will be slightly higher.

I just want you to keep in mind that the budget numbers that we’re discussing is the budget that will be presented to NOAA for the entire five-year period.  Now, once the appropriations are made for each fiscal year, the council will have the opportunity to revise that budget on an annual basis or an as-needed basis.

I will review the 2010 budget year and I’ll point out any major changes in subsequent years, but if you’re agreeable, I won’t go through 2011 through 2014.  I’ll just go through the 2010 numbers and if there’s anything in subsequent years that’s something that needs to be brought to your attention, I’ll do so.

In looking at the travel expenses, these numbers are dictated by the activities that Rick Leard just reviewed.  For 2010, we are budgeting a total of $771,000.  The annual increases over each prior year for the five-year period are 9.3 percent for 2010, 5.9 percent for 2011, 7.6 percent for 2012, 9.3 for 2013, and 5.7 for 2014, with the average being about 7.6 percent.

Then we move on to personnel costs.  Council salary and SSC stipend pay are also dictated by those activities that Rick reviewed.  Council salary is budgeted at $251,600 for 2010 and SSC stipend pay -- The budget came out a little higher than what the numbers in the President’s budget is going to be.  The total stipend pay, based on our activities, is $110,000 for 2010.

However, as Dr. Bortone pointed out, in the event that we should exceed our allocation for that particular cost category, we would bring that back to you for review.

Staff salaries are budgeted at $1.2 million and this includes a social scientist position for the year 2010, a fisheries outreach specialist for 2011, and a NEPA specialist for 2012.  Again, these positions are merely included in the budget so that in the event in future years the council should wish to hire these positions that we would not have to seek NOAA’s formal approval.  We could go ahead and hire those positions.  It would still be your call in future years to hire those positions.  We’re just merely including them as possibilities.  Are there any questions?

Then we go under fringe benefits and FICA and Medicare, as you know, are all a percentage of staff salaries and for 2010, it’s budgeted at $95,000.  We did not include an increase in 2010 for our health insurance premiums.  We do plan to consider a new plan so that we can achieve a premium reduction and I feel confident that we can do that.  

Out years do include about a 10 percent increase.  As you all know, this is a very contentious point right now in this political year and we’re not certain where we’re going with this, but we do know, based on historical increases, that we’ll be lucky if we only encumber a 10 percent increase.

Disability insurance, I just included a 5 percent increase over historical costs.  Under our retirement, that’s also based on a percentage of staff salaries and we’re proposing to increase the council’s contribution to 14 percent, in order to be compatible with other council retirement contributions.  Again, this would be your call and not ours and we’re only including it as a placeholder.

If funding is available at the end of each fiscal year, we’re proposing to add an average of around $14,000 to our annual leave savings account and this would be to increase the account in order to offset the current deficiency that we have, which is around $89,000.  Over the five-year period, if I recall correctly, I think that would be around $70,000 we would be adding into that account.  Again, we only ever do it at the end of the fiscal year, depending on our financial status and with your approval. 

We’re doing the same thing for the sick leave account.  We’re requesting that we include around $3,000 per year, on average, in that account and, again, just to bring it up to the point that we wouldn’t have a deficit.

Now, if you go over to page 2, you’ll be looking at your revised handout, the one that Phyllis emailed out.  We’re proposing a budget of $16,000 for capital equipment.  The breakdown is on the back of that page and it basically just consists of computers and furniture for new personnel, if they’re hired, and replacement of laptops and other equipment.

I did build in a 5 percent inflationary factor for the out years of 2011 through 2014.  For the year 2010, we’re proposing the purchase of a dual projection screen.  Trish has informed me that that would really help us out with spacing requirements at council meetings and it would be similar to what we’re using now, except they would project from the back.

Non-capital equipment is budgeted at $5,000 for 2010 and, again, another 5 percent inflationary factor for subsequent years.  Supplies, based on historical amounts, is budgeted at $37,600 for 2010 and another 5 percent increase for subsequent years.

Contractual services, again, are listed on the back of the page.  I did make an omission, which is why you got a revised printout, and I corrected that and that was in with the Court Reporter amount.  You can see that that’s in italic and bold print.  That would be $25,000 additionally for 2010.

I included a budget amount of $16,000 in the year 2011 and $17,000 in 2013.  As you know, we have an audit that is conducted every two years.  We just had our most recent audit for the period of 2007/2008 this past June.

We included $15,000 in both 2010 and 2011 for an ecosystem modeler and $5,000 in both 2010 and 2011 for a contractor to assist just in our EFH update amendment.  We also included $20,000 in Fiscal Year 2012, in anticipation of either the relocation of our council headquarters or to update the facilities, because our current lease expires in June of 2012.

Our office space expenses include an additional increase in 2012 and subsequent years, in anticipation of either a relocation or an increase in rental rates, based on the lease renewal.  Copier expenses is a nominal increase.  Meeting room expenses includes a 5 percent increase each year.

Communications costs are budgeted at $15,000 for 2010 and $35,000 for postage, internet service, public service announcements, and other miscellaneous communications.  Our transportation expenses, which is basically shipping our equipment to our meetings, is budgeted at $6,000.

Our printing costs is around $35,000 for 2010 and, as Corky already pointed out, liaison funds to the five Gulf states and Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission is being budgeted at $210,000 per year.  

The total proposed budget is $3.74 million for 2010, $4.04 for 2011, $4.3 for 2012, $4.58 for 2013, and $4.84 for 2014.  The annual increases are 11.6 percent for 2010, 8.1 percent for 2011, 7.2 percent for 2012, 5.8 percent for 2013, and 5.5 for 2014, with an average increase over the five-year period of 7.6 percent.

The total proposed budget is about $167,000 above the amount that would be our share of the President’s budget and that amount is $3.574 million.  Are there any questions?
CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Cathy, one, just kind of side interest.  Since the copying costs and printing costs -- I don’t remember from previous years, but since we’ve moved so much to disks and don’t have big briefings books, have we realized any savings from copying expense?

MS. READINGER:  We did.  The printing costs in this cost category are not necessarily those costs that we encumber for mailing briefing books.  It’s for outsourcing of items for Charlene for outreach.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  I just meant the actual copying costs though that we used to -- Not the mailing so much, but the expense of making all those copies.

MS. READINGER:  That is reflected in here.  We used to run anywhere from 180,000 to 300,000 copies per month and now I think we’re down to about 75,000 or 80,000.  It is reflected in these numbers.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any other questions for Cathy?  Do we need a motion to recommend to full council budget approval?

MR. GILL:  I would like to move that we recommend approval of the 2010-2014 multiyear budget to the council.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Is there a second?

MR. RIECHERS:  Second.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Discussion?  Any objections?  Hearing none, we will recommend to full council.  Is there any other business before this committee?

MR. ED SAPP:  I’m not a member of your committee, but would it be appropriate for you or Steve to give us a brief update on our process of making a couple new staff hires?

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR BORTONE:  I’ll speak to that.  We advertised nationally for both positions.  We have approximately twenty-five candidates.  About half of those have applied for both positions, but that wouldn’t be unexpected, given the interest that we were looking for.

We are in the process now of staff looking at those and trying to select the top candidates that we would entertain having in for interviews.  We anticipate, if scheduled properly, probably mid-September or maybe end of September to have actually someone onboard.

CHAIRMAN SHIPP:  Any other questions?  Any other discussion?  Hearing no objections, we’ll move this to full council.  We’ve already passed that.  If there’s no other business, we’re adjourned.

(Whereupon, the meeting adjourned at 2:35 p.m., August 12, 2009.)

- - -
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