Alabama Directors Report

For February 2010
Fisheries Section Bullets
Work continues on marsh rehabilitation of Little River Bay near Bayou La Batre.  The work is anticipated to be completed in June of 2010.

Continued our SEAMAP fall and Ichthyoplankton cruises.  Discussing the addition of a fishery independent vertical line survey with SEAMAP after NMFS indicated a need for such a program to address age structure and abundance estimates of reef fishes.

The fisheries section has conducted outreach event (touch tanks) at Fairhope in Baldwin County.   Distribution of 2010 Marine Information calendar and Children’s art calendar has begun. 

Continue with the EDRP oyster recovery projects.  Due to the low abundance of oysters, oystermen were utilized to sample and quantify the recovery of the reefs.  Sections of the oyster reefs were sampled in the fall of 2009, with at least one more planned for spring 2010.  Surveys indicate low abundances of oysters reaching 2 inches in size.  Planted 15,000 cubic yards of shell in Portersville Bay.  Sampling program indicated that spat set was heavy and some had obtained ½ inch in diameter.  The effects of a three-year drought have subsided.

Work has been completed with Alabama Department of Public Health related to reclassifying waters of the upper western portion of Mobile Bay. The possibility of relaying oysters from this area to a reef south of west Fowl River is contingent upon FDA approval of the reclassification and the relay program.

The ground work is being conducted for the construction of a replacement aquaculture facility at the CPMC.

Enforcement Section

The Enforcement Section began using the new Conservation Officer Online Reporting System (COORS) to complete weekly, monthly and fleet maintenance reports.  This system will replace paper reporting for these reports and eliminate duplicate data entry.  All cost of maintenance and operations will be tracked more efficiently and reports can be produced in a timely manner.

The Enforcement Section began using a new E-Citation program in August of 2009 and went to this system exclusively in October.  This system allows for the issuance of citations and warnings via the laptop computer in the vehicles or vessels.  A copy is printed for the defendant and the ticket is electronically transferred to a server for storage and accountability.  After some legislative changes this spring the system will be upgraded to automatically transfer the citations to the court system.  This will save the officers the time of preparing citations for filing and will limit the amount of trips the officers make to the courthouses.  This will allow the officers to spend more time in the field protecting our marine resources.  The analytics of the system will improve the planning of patrols and identify problem areas.

The Marine Resources Remote Monitoring Program took a large step forward with the placement of four cameras at strategic locations to assist in the monitoring of activity and maritime domain awareness in coastal Alabama.  These cameras are the first four of what will eventually be over 20 high quality, thermal and infrared cameras that will placed all along the Alabama coast.  The images are transferred to the internet and are accessible to the officers in the field via laptop computers with cell cards and cellular phones with 3G capability.  

In 2009 the Alabama Marine Resources Division hired their first African American officer.  CEO Monique Ard is stationed in Mobile County.

The Enforcement Section took delivery of an 8 meter Silver Ships patrol vessel.  This vessel was purchased with JEA funds and has been placed in coastal Baldwin County.
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