GULF OF MEXICO FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
ACTIVITY REPORT FOR 
MISSISSIPPI DEPARTMENT OF MARINE RESOURCES (MDMR)
Activities October – December 2009 

Artificial Reef Bureau

Artificial Reef Deployments for this period included: FH-2 on October 12, 2009, 1 barge load of culverts; FH-1 on October 14, 2009, 1 barge load of culverts; and FH-9 on October 30, 2009, 1 barge load of culverts.
Omega Protein donated a 176 foot Menhaden vessel “The Great Wicomico” it was deployed on FH-13 November 24, 2009. 
Finfish Bureau

The data for the charterboat and commercial finfish recovery report programs for EDRP I and EDRP II is being reviewed and a final report is being prepared. Fisheries personnel and the CCA are working together to schedule Casting for Conservation Kids fishing tournaments for 2010. DMR personnel assist at these tournaments with fish identification, knot tying, casting, boat and water safety, and bait distribution. These tournaments utilize EDRP II public outreach funds. 

New recreational fishing records for October - December of 2009.

Fly-fishing Tackle:

Southern Flounder (Paralichthys lethostigma) 2 lbs 12.8 oz.
Shrimp and Crab Bureau
The DMR Shrimp & Crab Bureau has partnered with the MS Gulf Coast National Heritage Area (MGCNHA) and MS-AL Sea Grant Consortium to record oral histories as an educational video to tell the story of Mississippi’s seafood industry.  On-going interviews of local fishing community icons began in November 2008.  The video was finalized and distributed began in December 2009.

The Bureau’s Endangered Species Act Section 6 Agreement Proposal has been approved by NOAA Fisheries to promote better cooperation and conservation of threatened and endangered marine species for the state.  

The 2010 MS Derelict Crab Trap Removal Program has been set for January 28-30, 2010.  Focus this year is on bays, bayous and shallow waters within a ½ mile of the main shoreline.  Crabbers will have January 21-27 to remove their active traps from the closure area; traps remaining January 28-30 may be removed by volunteers as derelict to be recycled.  In preparation for the 2010 effort, Bureau staff solicited volunteers at fall 2009 coastal festivals; 140 registered to date.  Aerial derelict trap surveys were conducted in November.  The award winning trap cleanup program received a $31,000 grant from the Fish America Foundation in partnership with the Brunswick Public Foundation and the NOAA Restoration Center for Community-based Habitat Restoration.

On November 13, DMR and partners held the fourth in a series of seminars with the goal of enhancing familiarity between interested groups and increasing awareness of the programs, needs and opportunities that are relevant to marine research of MS waters.  “MS Coastal Invasive Species” was the subject of the seminar.  The next seminar “MS Artificial Reefs & Reef Fish Study” is set for March 26, 2010.

The MS Crab Task Force continues to work with the Gulf Regional Diamondback Terrapin Work Group to address incidental terrapin catch in crab traps and is now voluntarily installing TEDs in commercial traps (2002 traps equipped with 8008 TEDs to date) that may be set in terrapin habitat.  DMR staff has worked cooperatively with both groups to encourage terrapin education, trap TED use and help with installation.  Additionally, outreach to MS recreational crabbers and trap builders has resulted in 1868 TEDs distributed (= 467 traps equipped).  Staff participated in the Southeast Diamondback Terrapin Workshop in Wilmington, NC December 2-3, 2009.

Shellfish Bureau

Oyster Harvesting Totals: 135,502 sacks from 6,610 boat trips. Due to excessive rainfall only one day was open to harvest in December.

In November, the MDMR Shellfish Staff, Attorney General’s Office and representatives of Mississippi oyster harvesters and processors met for an organizational meeting to discuss various issues concerning the Mississippi oyster industry.

Oyster Reef Monitoring and Assessment: Square meter dives and 1 minute dredge tows were taken on the various commercial oyster reefs as part of our continuous reef monitoring program. Two Harmful Algal Bloom (HABs) stations are being sampled twice each month, no HAB have been detected to date.

Seafood Technology Bureau

The Office of Marine Fisheries, Seafood Technology Bureau Regulatory Program inspected 61 certified seafood dealers for the third quarter of FY 2009-2010. Attended and participated at the Louisiana Oyster Task Force meeting at Lakeshore, LA on October 12, 2009 and 2009 ISSC Biennial Conference at Manchester, New Hampshire on October 17-23, 2009. 
Hosted an ISSC sponsored Gulf State Director’s Meeting on January 12, 2009 regarding the Vibrio vulnificus Risk Management for Oysters. The meeting was attended by 17 participants from the states of Florida, Mississippi, and Louisiana. Three participated through a conference call. Conducted and participated in three public outreach activities: Jackson Country Trade Fair, Gautier Mullet Festival, SMEACO meeting.

EDRP II project on Seafood Testing is partnering with the Mississippi State University’s Experimental Seafood Laboratory of the MSU-Coastal Research and Extension Center. The purchases of imported seafood from three Coastal counties are finished. Analysis of the presence of Salmonella sp.  In these seafood samples are almost done. E. Coli, Vibrio, Campylobacter and Listeria analysis will follow. 
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