Ecosystem Summary
Final Report Completed

Steven Atran completed the 555 page Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council Final Report for the Ecosystem Pilot Project on March 23, 2010.  The report in its entirety can be found on the Gulf Council’s ftp site.  The ftp site can be accessed from the Gulf Council homepage.  On the homepage, click on Library, scroll down and click on FTP Server.  Once on the server click on the Ecosystem folder and scroll down to the final report. 
Ecosystem Scientific and Statistical Committee Activities:
· Dr. Priscilla Weeks, chair of the Ecosystem Scientific and Statistical Committee, completed a draft document of the Scope of Work for the next 2 years as well as a conceptual model for the Ecosystem Scientific and Statistical Committee.  She recently sent these drafts to the other committee members of for comments and consensus.
· The Two Ecosystem Committee Workshops:

a. The SEDAR integration workshop:

This workshop will be held first. The steering committee for this workshop; Dr. Priscilla Weeks, Dr. Felicia Coleman, Dr. Carl Walters, and Dr. Behzad Mahmoudi with consensus of the rest of the Ecosystem Scientific and Statistical Committee, are interested in including SEDAR and Scientific and Statistical Committee members in the workshop. This collaborative process will aid in crafting a usable framework to integrate ecosystem information/principles directly into the SEDAR process in a usable format.

b. Joint Ecosystem Scientific and Statistical Committee – Socio-economic Panel Workshop:
Dr. Priscilla Weeks, chair of the Ecosystem Scientific and Statistical Committee, Dr. Mike Jepson, chair of the Socio-economic Panel, and Gulf Council staff, Dr. Steve Bortone, Dr. Assane Diagne, and Dr. Karen Burns participated in a conference call to begin to discuss the possibilities of a joint Ecosystem Scientific and Statistical Committee – Socio-economic Panel workshop on incorporating social science into ecosystem based fisheries management. Following the conference call, both Chairs contacted the members of their respective committees to determine which members are interested in participating in designing the workshop and deciding the structure the workshop should take and determining who should be invited.
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